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thoſe that 1 85 the e 
of the Divine Providence, * 
its ſecret Conduct of the Affairs 
both of Church and State in this 
Nation, how God has been of late 
Years, gradually, and at laſt more 
viſibly and powerfully working to 
brinj the Minds of Men to a great- 
_ er. Temper and Moderation; to 
expoſe the Folly, and abate 
Violences of the Extreams on all - 
Hands; and to qualify the Spirits 
of Micguided Zealots in Religion, 
and Hop the Contentions of the Di- 
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the Tempora Government 74 
been made Tenfible of the need of 
this Spirit of Moderation, and act 
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Ewa ba oh how God has 
2 .=* theſe Meaſures under her pre- 
1 ſent V ajeſty” 8. Government; with 
__ des in many ſurprizin 10 ftan- 
: ces, "where L his own Arm has been 
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vour of: it hd en this Ny Vi 
to ſee the Ble Hugs of Concord 
A of Unity. As if he: 
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God will eres 


And how wider = ppear 9 
for and in his Church, ben the ji 
ſame Meaſures ſhall-be as Vi 2orouf- 
ly and Generally purſued Werd 
When the Spirit of Unity and Fra- 
ternal Love ſhall have gotten the; - 
Aſcendum 1 in the Church. ach 
And this we may have good 
Hopes to ſee, becauſe we oe the 
Hand of God is engaged therein, 
_ and at work in a more than ordi- 
nary manner: Whoſe Gr reat End 
in all is the good of Bis rel and 
Hen oy EY 110 r eo Dig! 


; 8 2.8 77 a bs 5 * x „ 25 £ OE 
LSU on B £497 Mi ai Jail 18 9. 442043 . 


. 1 : | N 5 2 „ 
25 5 OM 
1 k „ a RX N 
i 7:4 | | 5 oy * 8 1 
* - 1 _ : 7 8 4 * : Js VI» 4 
6 £ . " 5 N 1 9 « - 7 8 4 * 4 
. * * 5 % A ; t F — 
* n . p 1 Y % 5 
* * f 
4 » 


"-< 
* Deer 


Ll | 
\ 4 


wi. Sh ie. 
is to this End the preſent 
Trac is levell'd. And it was the 
laft ting the Author was buſied 
about before his Death to put it in 
order for the Preſs. Which he had 
done, as to the Subſtance of the 
Book, excepting only in the An- 
ſwer to one Objection, and part 
of another: Which is here endea- 
vour d to be ſupplyed. The Body 
of the Work was Compoſed before, 
and partly delivered at times in 
Sermons, at a Union- Lecture in 
this City. It is not all that he 
deliver d upon that Subject; but 
what he himſelf had ſelected out 
of the whole for the preſent De- 
ſign. Hence the Reader is not to 
expect a Formal Treatiſe upon the 


SBiioubject; but ſome of the Principal 


Branches diſplayed: And eſpeci- 
ally the deep Root and Foundation 
of Chriſtian Charity and Unity 

laid open, with the Arguments for 
it thence ariſing, in ſuch a manner 
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tive State : For which the Call and 
Operation of the Divine: Provi· 
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this? Tis indeed the Eye K a 
Needle. Vet to ſee thro 5 Eye 
a Needle is poffible: But to be 


Emptyed, 0 be Reſigned, to be 


Mbrtitel, to be Denudated, to be 


Annihilated, to be ſo Dead to 
and the Wiſdom 
of 1 N. and ſo Poor and Little in 
Spirit, as actually to paſs, and go 
rough this Streight; Oh Chri- 
tian Brethren, Hic Labor, &c. 
This we may ſay is impoffible with 
Men. Tho all things are poſſible 


| Earth and Fleſh, 


with God. 


Wich Men tis inſupe- 


rable Difficu ty. Invincible Error 
or Ignorance: But before the 
Mit ght) Power and Hand of God 
ſet to, the Work, Darkneſs be- 

comes Light, and 1mpoſſbility is 
made Practicable. And we may 

hope to ſee it: To ſee even | 


10 lech Enchanted Circle of tlie Chri- 
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I am far from ſuppoſing all a- 
like culpable in this Point; tho few 
wholly Excuſable. Thelieve there 
are many that have a Good In- 
tent, and Deſire of the Glory of 
God, and the Good of his Church; 
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So. tbe Church alſo. Which would b 


twiſted Cords by which they are 
held : Others uneaſy at the De- 
_ fects 9 . even 5 their 
_ own Party, wiſhing and Pra 
yea pur e - after Au 
ment of em; nalizing them. 
ſelves in the Spirit of Moderati- 
on and Charity, and ſtanding well 
diſpos d whenever the Providence 
7 God, and the Wiſdom of the 
ö Government ſhall invite, and point 
out the Way, heartily to concur 
the ee Work of Union in 


nore ſor the true Intereſt and 
Good of the Kingdom, the Honour 
of the Government, and the Glo- 
Ck 9 God, the Union 7 its 
arts 


Phets 1 in Eaternal Polity. This 
would be as Mens Sana m Corpore 
Sano. A Soul Harmoniz'd in all 
its Powers and Faculties, acua- 
ting a Body in the Integt 1ty, Pro- 
ay and ty” or a all its Mem- , 


Moſt of the Gn Opinions 
which divide the Chriftian World, 


_ if underſtood aright, and taken in 


with due Qualification, might be 
found Adopted, and ſweetly com- 
bined together in God's Schema of 
Truth. As ** ſame Motion 4 
Ward u u rt of a 
Globe, _ i n cone to 
the lower dart, would become 
contrary, an obs Weſtward 
and in proceſs return to the firſt 
Determination again, und all in 
the ons oth Movemenr of one Cir- 
cular Eine; ſo in God's Scheme 
or Sphere of Truth, even Contra- 
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rent; en in the Event, a 
| Snare to many Souls, and draw- 
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| A0 may v we not hate: take up 
er Lamentation, an lay, Is this 
the! Spouſe of Chriſt? Is this the 
; Image and Repreſentative" of its 
__ Glotions Head? Has this Model 
== en Earth N relation to the Glo- 
ions Church or Spouſe above ? 
| Where the Head is one, and is 
Members are one; all com ng, 
| embracing, harmonizing and K 
| [1 5 ing to ether as one. Concentring 
| thr Tae Vigour in his Glo- 
Z Ads Perf, and dilating or "dif- 
 fiifing thei Powers under the Ope- 
1 Ser a0 in the Unity of His 
8 Spirit? But alaſs! What Reſem- : 
+ - * blanceof ths Het 03 ! arth. How 
= We Agreement of the preſent 
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Trou! Preſace. ilk 
its be Foundation here? 
How 


diſtorted her Features! How 
blurrd her Characters of Corre- 
ſpondence with her Original! He 
is One, She is Many: Male, 
She is in Enmity, and at War with 
ber ſelf; and Oy with 
Truth, She fill'd and big with Er- 
_ ror. , He has one Seamleſs Gar- 
ment, She has numerous Changes 
of Rayment, and that out of the 
Wardrobe of Babylon. How! far = 
from being cloath'd with the San, |} 
and Crown d with Stars, and ha- 
ving the Moon under her Feet, ani 
being call'd by that Triumphant || 
and Sacred Name, THE LORD |! 
tho the Cries go. forth on all 
Hands, Behold tbe Bridegruom comes; 
edding-Carment? 


* 


Where 1s her Faith? Where is 
her Love-Lamp burning with the © | 
Unction of the Spirit; her 9 „ 


9 


. othertviſiuihah: a” 
Af lo, had ſheir 
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b Preparation, ber Hate 0 


meet him? How tlen can ſhe ex. 


him as a Bridegroom ? Or 
üg? 
r Reaſon then to 
expedtand pray for an 21 0 . 
und Day to ipodrede þ that OY 
gin to purge the Floor, and kind 


8 


the Retmer's Fir ire, lach purify 90 | 
Zons of Levi ? Theta turn the 


AL S of. che 1 dathers F 11 the 8 
rc} to the Children, ar 


5 the Hearts of the Children to the 
Fathers; and indeed, as neceſſary 
at this Day, the Hearts both of 
the: Fathers and Childrei 


ren to each 
he Bleſſed Accord of 
uh, Truth and Unity; that 
n the fight of ſuch Reformati- 
begun, and earneſtly 


Purſusdh the Jand of God may be 


. and with-held from mt- : 

an # 14k if 5 Pets ©, . 181 f 191 18 e 9 . 215 CT = 
ere then we ſee 1 the pre- 

| paration- Work. muſt begin, vix. 


by 


4 


23. iche. „ 


| * | Roomailiarian and Laid - And 
: the Firſt Step to Reconciliation 
and Union with one another, is, 
Moder ation and Forbearance of one 
another. And would the Divided 
Parties hut be prevail'd upon to 
come à little cloſer, to converſe, 
bear with, and freely. hear each 0- 
ther, they. might begin to gather. 
up the broken or ſcatter'd Rays 
0 f Divine Truth and Light, and 
carry em up towards their Point 
again, wherein they all Unite. 
Ih bere is at preſent, too great a 
4 Diſtance. and Animoſity between 
the Highs Spiri tualiſt, and Lower 
Formaliſt. Exceſſes and Defects 
in all. Some would run Religion 
i into Soul: Others, all into Bo- 
dy. A little Yielding and Tem- 
per on both Hands, might bring 
forth again both the Soul and Bo- . 
dy of Chriſtianity, according to 
the Intent and Mind of Chriſt, as 


9 he, at firſt n it; ſuited, - 


to ö 


xvi, The Piece: 
_-. our Nature, and our Preſent 5 
State. 7 


to a State of Manhood 
Church of Chriſt, would not quar- 


rel with; and beat tlie Children 
for not being Men as well as them 
ſelves: And if the Children Would 
not throw Stones at the Men, as 

* Monsters for being aboue their 1 


The löcher Forks of: Religion 


might in tlie Eye of Charity be 
4% 0 upon more favourably' as 
_ Helps taken up in this latter Age 
of the Church, wherein Primitive 
AZeal is ſo much decayed, and the 
Holy: Spirit ſo much withdrawn: 
If Men would not Reſt in em; 
5 make a Religion of em; ſet em 
uß as Teſts of Admiſſion and Ex- 
cluſion; or hold em up againſt 


the Rifi ng Power and Sp ply of Re- 


* ligion it ſelf. And tis a. This that 
So dis more offended, Than mph L 
at the Forms: themſelves. 


If now thoſe that are arrived 
„ in the 


bite 


The Preface: i 1 
| fine; 11 thele be 1. zoking : forward 
and growing on to become Men, 
and the Men likewiſe to become 
Elders: Which State both in the 
Spirit of True Religion, and alſo 
in e comprehends them 
both; Who! in the Divine sim 
olicity Wore Children again; 
Truly, ſuch of whom is the King- 
dom of Heaven: If it were thus, 
the Children might be left in qui- 
et to their Leading-ſtrings : & 6. 
ſo as not to tie em about o- 
thers Feet. And the Voung Wo 
be allowed their Zeal and Suit, 
Sword, if they would not turn it 
againſt Friends as well as Foes, for 
being Leſſer or Greater than 
themſelves: And it would be 
better for em both, if the true 

Elders in Chriſtianity (ſuch as this 
Author indeed was) were allowed 
their due Regard among em. But 
if every Age, and every Sect of 
W think themſelves Beſt, 


B 2 a them: 


hilt. Dd Preface 
chovipbves- Higheſt, themſelves 
Wiſeſt, how be there. chuſe but 
follow Spiritual Anarchy, and 
Confuſion in the Church? N 
will never be well with hr. 
ſtendom, till ſhe comes to diſtin- 
guiſh her Outward, her Inner, 
and her Inmoſt Court in God's 
FP emple Till M#k for Children, 
ſtrong Meat for Men, and high- 
er Eatracted Spirit for her Elders, 
be permitted to be given forth in 
its due Seaſon, Place and Order. 
Then would not there be c- 
caſion of ſuch Ruptures and 
Divifions; but the Servants of | 
God be trained up in their ſeve- 
ral Degrees, and Riſe into their 
proper Orders, all in Bleſſed Peace 
and Unity. [| 
The Conkdexations may ſerve 
to ſhew. the Uſefulneſs and Ap- 
poſitneſs of the preſent: Work: 
And help to diſcern the Spirit 
: and Intent of the Author. be 
„„ ha- 


. 


1 2 8 8 Xix. x 
Character; ſo Great and ſo well 
known, I ſhall not here under- 
take to draw; only a Line or 
two that may have an Aſpe& 
upon the preſent Defign. 
His Qualifications, for doing 
juſtice to a Subject of this Na- 
ture, were. very peculiar, and 
ſome ſuch, as few others could 
have. He was Himſelf tied u 
to no Form, but ſtood even 1 
to that in Which he was educa- 
ted; and conſequently Free from 
the Bias which appears in the 
Writers of Particular Parties, and 
ſo could freely let in the Truth 
from all ſides, and allow each 
their Due: And having no A- 
nimoſity againſt them for Diffe- 
_ rence in Sentiment or Worſhip, 
could the more readily practiſe, 
and from thence more juſtly de- 
ſeribe that Spirit of Moderation 
and Charity, to our Divided, 
7 Chriſtian Brethren, 8 is 
ere 
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1 The „ Preface © 7 
here ſet forth. To which may 


be added his fo Free and General 
Converſe, with Perſons of all 


Perſwafions for ſo many Years; 


ſo as not only to hear and to 
weigh hay +”. one's Plea to the 
utmoſt; but to be: acquainted 
with the Inward State, and. main 
tain a Free Communion in the 


Fpirit with them, as found living 
Members together with him of 
the fame lead. His Great 
Learning, Unlearn 4 again, or de- 
pos'd from its Mafterſhip i in the 


3 of this World, to a Child- 
like Submiſſion and Subjection 


to the Spirit of God: His com- 
manding Eloquence: : - His. Deep 


Skill both in the Letter and the 
Myſtery. of the Scripture : To- 

gether with the eee of 
his Natural Candor and Good- 


neſs; concurr'd to furniſh him 


for this Bleſſed Work of Chri- 
tian Mediation among his Bre- 
thren. 


a [ 
3 
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The Preface. „„ 


thren. Which is here done in 


ſuch a Manner as I am perſwa- 
ded, contrary 'to what is gene- 


15 the Event in ſuch like Caſes 
no Side or Party will be provok'c 
or offended at him. 


the Author to Fore-run and Pre- 
| pare the Way for his other Works, 


which, as this ſhall find a Candid 
Reception, may be Produced and 


follow in God's Time. 
| May the God of Peace ard 
Love, work mightily and 


erfully, in the Hearts of all 2 5 
whom this Love- Invitation ſhall 
be made known. And as the 
Spirit ſays come, and as the 
Bride ſays come, 110 let him that 
Heareth, and that Readeth, ſay 
come and: let us return from our 
many Narrow and Broken Ci- 
ſterns to our own Original Foun- | 

tain, where we may drink of 


the : Waters of 'Life Ou: And 


4 


4 


This Treatiſe was deſigu d by 


1 
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Principle of its Life, the Band 


9 manner as God bimſelf requires 


xxii. be Preface. 
may the Eſſuſion of the Bleſſed 
; Spirit: „ as the Waters of the 
Sanctuary, encreaſe daily, even 
till all the Divided and Wan- 
dring Rivulets Return, and be 
Abſorpt into their Ocean. Till 
as there is One God the Father 
of all, One Chriſt the Head of 
the Church, and one Spirit the 


of Use and Incorporation of 
all its Members ; ſo there m 
be actually found but one 
Church: Made in that one Faith, 
and one Worſhip: In ſuch a 


to be Believed in, and to be 
8 Worſhipped. by all, vix. in Spirit 
and in Truth. By his own Spirit, 
not the Will of Man. In the 
- Subſtance, not in the Shadow. 
JO haſten thy Work, O Auel, 
and fulfil thy Will: For the Glory 
of thy Name, and for the Honour 
5 og Saks — B 
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"The Context ri runs thus: I therefore the _ 

the Lord beſeech you, that ye | 

Dy of the Vocation wherewith je are 

called, with all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with _ 2 
Less Sale, forbecrimg one another n NY 

es 


. Trae oh Priſoner F; the Lind: or e 


1 


the Priſoger i in the Lord, whatſoever | 5x 
-.. my outward State is, I am inſepa=s © | 
; e from the Lord; 115 am in the Lid. TS 


_—_ ” 
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ad the Lord is in me, the Lord is wit 
— n Ar. 
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ſoever f 41ſone: 
the Lord, for my Teftimony to him, I be- 
ſeech you that you Walk worthy of the 


me in Prifon or I the Priſoner for the 
- - Lord, or I the Priſoner in the Lord, bound 
iz Spirit by _— of the Lord, to be, 
and do, and ſuffer every thing at his 
; om þ And to. be led by him where- 
e 


pleaſeth; or I the Priſoner for 


Vocation wherewith you are called, with 


all Lowlineſs, and Meekneſs, or Humili- 
ty; with that Modeſty, and ſober Frame 
of Spirit, which gives us the loweſt 
Thoughts of our ſelves; and teacheth us 
to eſteem others better than our ſelves. 


In all Longe defis, not arly with 


that Lenity Which is not moved with lit- 


tle Offences, but in that Long - Suffering 


which is not diſturbed, or provoked by 


great and repeated Ones. That you for- 


car one another, that you tolerate one 


another, that you ſupport one another, 
that you bear one another's Burthens of 
Ignorance, Paſſion, Weakneſs, Infirmi- 


ties, Miſtakes, and Temptations; not 


ceaſing becauſe of theſe, to love, and to 

do all the Good you can to one another. 
In Love. Let Love be the Principle 
and Spring of your Forbearance ; let 


Love direct the meaſure and the manner 


of it; let it be guided by a Love ſo Pure, 
ſeo Heavenly and fo True, that it can ne- 
ver comply with any thing that is Sin- 
ful, bur yet it doth all things that tend 
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to the Good and Welfare of our Brother. 
Let Love be the Impulſive Cauſe of our 
Forbearance, not, a Natural Affection, 

not a Self. Intereſt, not a Fondneſs for a- 
ny Party of good Men. Let us forbear 


one another in that Divine Love which 
ſubdues all other Conſiderations unto its 


ſelf, in that Love which doth not lift up 
it ſelf, which doth not behave it ſelf un- 
ſeemly, which doth not, ſeek its own 


things, dividing it ſelf from the whole, by 


a particular ys Clone In that Love 
Which bears all things, in that Love which 
covers, contains, and comprehends all things 
with ſtricteſt and tendereſt Embraces in 
it ſelf, as one ſelf with its ſelf. In that 


Love which believeth all things, hopeth 


all things, ſaffereth all things, rejoiceth 
not in Iniquisy, but in the Truth,” © 
I Will ſpend no more Time in explain- 
wg theſe Words. The Emphatical 
Weight of any of them will fall in bet⸗ 
ter after wards, and with {ATA ; and 
| becauſe indeed they are eaſily underſtood. 
We all of us know what theſe Words 
9 : The difficulty lies in the Practice 
F. what 


0 they ſo plainly ſay to us. 


And Iadeed my Bowels are greatly, 
many times, moved within me, when 
I conſider what a ſad Neceſſity there is 
among God's People of all forts, to re- 
member them of this great Truth. Lea, 
r it hath not on- 


to prove it to them ; 3 


TH): 


15 been a Truth forgotten and de ; 
but too mach diſputed, and denyed a- 
mong us: The very Judgments of good 
Men have hung too looſe in this Point, 
and therefore it is no Marvel, that in our 
Practice we have taken too much Liber- 
ty. We have not in Judgment charg'd 
our ſelves as we ſhould do: Our very 
Judgments have been bent another way. 
We have thought it a great Perfection in 
3 to > Judge and cenſure our differing, and 
be miſtakes, Brother; and upon all 
"Oceal ions to expreſs our Diſlike of him. 
We have valued our ſelves too much up- 
on. our ſiding with this, or- that Party of 
ood Men, and ſtanding at a diſtance 
| ni others; as it was in the Church of 
the Coniuthians : one ſaying, 1 am of Paul, 
another I am of Apollos, another I am of 
_ Cephas; they thinking by their being of 
fra or the other, they were more. ſpiritu- 
But faith! the Apoltle, e Car- 
a. and walk as Men. 
When Joſeph had but a little dif ue 
his Relation to his Brethren, and ſpoken 
roughly to them, and with a great deal of 
Difficulty treated them with à little Seve- 
krity, altho it Was wir a Deſign of Love 
to them, and for their Good; yet the Sto- 
ry tells us, that his Heart Was ſo full, he 
Was forced to make haſte into a private 
Room to Weep: But where are the in- 
ward Nene of our Hearts into Tears, 
. Der 
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over our unkind, and how unjuſt our Car- 
riages towards our differing Brethren? 


Where are the Relentings of our Bowels 


within us, for the Breaches which have 
not only been made, but maintained a- 


mong good Men? 


FR 


This therefore is the Point I would 


now take upon me to argue for. That 


all good Men ought mutually to forbear 


one another in Love, and to hold toge- 


ther againſt the whole World: Not wich- 


ſtanding their particular Differences, Mi- 


Rakes, Infirmities and Failings; (Which 
good Men are not exempt from While 


they are here on Earth.) And to perſwade 


them to that Moderation, Forbearance, 


Allowance, Reſpect and Kindneſs, which 


not only Charity, but Juſtice and Inte. 
reſt oblige all good Men to pay to one a- 
nother; how different ſoever they are in 


ſome things from one another. For this 


is no more than all good Men do ſtand 
ia need of, and have a juſf Claim to from 
, ER ACP 

Io impreſs then this Gentleneſs of 
_ Chriſtian Converſation, this Moderation, 
and mutual Forbearance in Love, Which is 
the Duty and Right of every ſincere Chri- 
ſtian, I ſhall at preſent plead for it by 


ſeveral convincing Queſtions, ſuch as ne- 


ver can be well anſwered, but by yield- 
ing to the Duty contended for. In which 
will be contained ſo many Arguments for 
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it. After which I ſhall anſwor ſome 
jections, and add fome Cautions, 
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My Firſt Queſtion ſhall take its Riſe 


from the Unity of the Body, and Church 
of Chriſt; which is not an Agreement 


in ſuch and ſuch Opinions, in this or that 


_ outward Form of Religion; not an Uni- 
ty of Rnowledge, or an Uniformity of 
Worſhip, but an Unity of Spirit and Power ; 


and my Queſtion ſhall be this. Why 


ſhould there not be 4 fair Correſpondence, a 
free Converſe, 4 matual Forbearance, 4 hear- 


ty Love, ana Brotherly Communion there, 


where there is a Vital Information by one and 
the ſume Spirit? Good Men, they have all 
the Internal Union of the ſame Spirit; 
they have all the ſame Conſtituting, Spe- 
Cificating, and diſtinguiſhing Form of 
__ Chriſtianity ;- they are all vitally quicken- 
ed, lead, ated and informed by the ſame 


Spirit, and why then not a. hearty Uni- 


on and Communion, at leaſt a mutual 

Long Suffering and Forbearance in Love, 
among thoſe that have all but one Com- 
Mie are taught 1 Obr. 12. 13. that by 


one Spirit we are all Baptized into one Body; 


aud have been all made to drink into one Spi- 
ritt. The Scope of the Apoſtle in this 
Place is to let us know, that all the Saints 


taken 


taken collectively, mak 
as the Body is one, and hath many Members, 
and all the Members of that one Body being 


to} 


ake up one Body. For 


many, are one Body, ſo alſo is Chriſt. This 


he explains and proves thus; 6y one Spi- 


rit they are all baptized into one Body, and 
have been made to arink into one Spirit. The 
Force of his Argument is this, as in the 


Body of Man, the Soul, which is one in 
all the Parts, and all in every Part, and 
ſo makes them one Natural Body; ſo it 


is in the Body of Chriſt. The ſame Spi- 


rit is all in every Saint, and one in all 
the Saints, by which they become one 
Spiritual Body, The Unity of the whole 
Body, and of each particular Member in 
that Body, is founded in the Unity of the 
Spirit. 7 


So again the A poſtle · tells us, Row. 8. 14. 


that as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the Sons of God, We read it led, 
but the Word in the Original is 2% , as 

many as are acted, informed, Soul'd by 


the Spirit of God; not only led by him, 


as an External Guide, but acted by him 

as an Internal Principle: As the Soul acts 

the Body, as the Principle of Reaſon acts 
the Soul, as all things throughout Na- 


ture are acted and moved by their Eſſen- 
tial Forms. And it is moſt evident, the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks not this of an extraordi- 


nary and miraculous Preſence of the Spi- : 


unt, vouchſafed to e od's Holy Prophets 


ang. 
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and Servants, at ſome certain times, and 


upon ſome eſpecial Occaſions; but he 
peaks of ſomething Specifical and For- 


mal to all Gods Children as ſuch; of 


ſomething as intimate and Effential to 
the Sons of God, as Reaſon is to the 
Children of Men: As many as are Soul d 
by the 8 
—— 


pirit of God, are the Sons of 


» 
7 4 


Ir is plain from theſe, and ſuch like 
Scriptures that might be added, that the 


Vnity of God's Church is an Unity of Spi- 


it not of Opinions, Modes and Forms of 


Religion. An Unity of the ſame Spirit of 
Grace, not of the ſame Gifts, or of the ſame 


Meaſures of Grace from that Spirit. 


Io purſue this Queſtion a little further; 
Surely, it is not fimply better, that is, 


it is not better in it ſelf, that Good Men 


mould ſtand apart from one another. 
They do not better themſelves by falling 


out with one another, no more than the 


Wrath of Man doth work the Righteouſ- 


neſs of God. And if ſo, why is a Dif- 
ference in a leſs Principle a better ground 
to quarrel and leave one another, than 
an Agreement in a Greater, in a Chief 


Principle is available to an happy Union 
and cloſing with one another, ſo far as is 


E Surely an Agreement in a main 


Principle, ought to be ſtronger to keep 
all good Men together in their Affections, 
ro à mutual Service and Edification- of 


* * 
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Dnity. That no Opinion or Pract 


one another in Love, than any Diffe- 
rence in any other leſſer, matter ſhould be 


to break them aſunder, divide them and 
render them uſeleſs to one another, and 
a Prey to their Common Enemy. 

We have no Diſpute among good Men 


about this Unity of the Spirit : It is grant- 


ed by all that are enlightened-and quick- 
ned by it. It is the Creating and Con- 


ſerving Principle that Rules in the 
Church of God. We. acknowledge all 


Good Men to have their: meaſures and 


ſhares of thjs Spirit together with our 
ſelves, enlightning, quickning and Go- 
verning them. But the things that di- 


vide us, are matters of Diſpute; things 


in which there is ſome Uncertainty, ſome 


Darkneſs, ſome Difficulty, and many of 


them things that may be ſpared, and yet 
true Religion no Loſer, but a Gainer by 
par wihtlen... do oo 1. 

I This is my Firſt Queſtion : Why not. - * 


a fair Correſpondence, a free Converſe, a 


mutual Forbearance, a hearty Love and 
Brotherly Communion there, where there 
is a Vital Information by one and the 

ſame Spirit? and the Upſhot of this Que- 


ſtion is this; that all our private Notions, 


dur particular Explications of Divine 


Matters, our various outward Obſerva- 


tions, and our ſeparate Intereſts, ought 
to give Place to this All- comprehending 


ice 


— 


call 


\ 


; \ 


upon ſome eſpecial Occaſions ; but he 


to a-mutual Service and Edificatio 


G e 


and Servants, at ſome certain times, and 


ſpeaks of ſomething Specifical and For- 
mal to all Gods Children as ſuch; of 


ſomething as intimate and Eſſential to 
the Sons of God, as Reaſon is to the 


Children of Men: As many as are Soul d 
by the Spirit of God, are the Sons of 
God. E 2 he EN 
It is plain from theſe, and ſuch like 
Scriptures that might be added, that the 
Unity of God's Church is an UVzity of Spi- 


rit not of Opinions, Modes and Forms of 


Religion. An Unity of the ſame Spirit of 
Grace, not of the ſame Gifts, or of the ſame 
Meaſures of Grace from that Spirit. 


Iuo0o purſue this Queſtion a little further; 
Surely, it is not fimply better, that is, 


it is not better in it ſelf, that Good Men 
ſhould ſtand apart from one another. 


They do not better themſelves by falling 


out with one another, no more than the 
Wrath of Man doth work the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God. And if ſo,” why is a Dif- 
ference in a /eſs Principle a better ground 
to quarrel and leave one another, than 
an Agreement in a Greater, in a Chief 


Principle is available to an happy Union 


and cloſing with one another, ſo far as is 


5 prone: Surely an Agreement in a main 


Principle, ought to be ſtronger to keep 
all good Men together in their Aﬀections, 
n- of 
one 


F 
one another in Love, than any Diffe- 
rence in any other leſſer matter ſhould be 
to break them aſunder, divide them and 
render them uſeleſs to one another, and 
a Prey to their Common Enemy. 
We have no Diſpute among good Men 
about this Unity of the Spirit: It is grant- 
ed by all that are enlightened-and quick- 
ned by it. It is the Creating and Con- 
ſerving Principle that Rules in the 
Church of God. We acknowledge all 
Good Men to have their meaſures and 
ſhares of this Spirit together with our 
ſelves, enlightning, quickning and Go- 
verning them. But the things that di- 
vide us, are matters of Diſpute ; things 


„in which there is ſome Uncertainty, ſome 
I Darkneſs, ſome Difficulty, and many of 
L them things that may be ſpared, and yet 


true Religion no Loſer, but a Gainer by 


; parting with them. . . 
8 This is my Firſt Queſtion: Why not 
a fair Correſpondence, a tree Converſe, a 
1 mutual Forbearance, a hearty Love and 
d Brotherly Communion there, where there 
fi is a Vital Intormation by one and the 
ef ſame Spirit? and the-Lipſberof this Que-. 
M1 ſtion is this; that all our private; Notions, 
is | our particular Explications of Divine 
in Matters, our various outward Obſerva- 
ep tions, and our ſeparate Intereſts, ought 
as, | to give Place to this Ali-comprehending 


of Unity. That no Opinion or Practice 
„„ can 
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can be of God, that is inconſiſtent with 
this Unity. That all other Foundations, 
Rules, and Meaſures of Love and Com- 
munion which are laid in the Church of 

Chriſt, by Men excluſive of this, are no 
better than Schiſms in tlie Body of Chriſt, 

and wil at laſt come to nothing, and be 
confounded by the next Return, and 
pouring out of this Spirit upon the 

| Church of Chriſt: which will certainly 

6 then Vindicate it ſelf from all the Imi- 

t t!nations of its true anointing ; by which 
Imitations ſo many ſeveral Opinions and 
Formes have been ſet up contrary to this 
Unity. And that we ſhould take heed 

how we confine and limit this Spirit, how 
we ſhut up this Spirit in any of our No- 
tions and Opinions, in any outward Form, 
Way of Worſhip and Manner of Work- 
ings, and how we ſhut this'Spirit out of 
any, out of which this Spirit hath not 
excluded himſelf. Who can foreknow 

and ſet the way; who can comprehend 
a Divine and an Infinite Spirit? _ 

There are but two Spirits in rhe 

World, a good and an evil Spirit; and 

they are both got into all our Forms and 
Notions; and do at pleaſure take them 
up, and lay them down. And the great 
Queſtion is not what Opinion, or what 
Form we are ia, or oat of; but in which 
of theſe two Spirits, according to that ſa- 
mous Dicotomy; We are of God, ia er 
| whole 


for us. 
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whole World lies in the evil one. 1 John 5.19. 
And we are to take heed how we confine 


the Divine Preſence to any way we have 


choſe, which is moſt agreeable to our own 


Imaginations, Fancies, and Expectations ; 


throwing all out of the Favour and 

Work ot God, that walk not with us. 
There is a Caſe as my Lord Bacon ob- 

ſerves, in which our Saviour poſitively 


tells us, Luk. 11. 23. he that is not with us 


is againſt us; and that is in the common 
Service of the good Spirit, and Intereſt, 


againſt the Evil one. Here none are ex- | 
empted. Here there is to be no Neu- 


trality, nor Trimmings here. He that is 
not with us is againſt us. But there is, 


ſays he, a Caſe of leſs Moment, in which 


our Lord defines this. He that is not 4- 
gainſt us, is with as, Luke 9. 49, 50. One 
of the Diſciples ſaith to him, Maſter, we 


3 ſaw' one caſting out Devils in thy Name, 
and we forbad him, becauſe he followed not 


with us, And Jeſus ſaid unto him, for- 
bid him not; for he that is not againſt us is 


Without doubt, as learned, holy and 


humble Dr Lightfoot obſerves, upon this 


Paſſage in his Hore Hebraice, he was no 


Counterfeit that is here ſpoken of; but 
one that did truly, and really, and by a 


Divine Power caſt out Devils, or elſe our 


Saviour had never ſaid here what he doth, _ 
1 and againMark-g. 38, Fc. concerning him. 


Now 


how could a Man that followed nor 


oF ) . 


Chriſt be able to caſt out Devils; or 


i 


—_ 


how could a Man that cait out Devils 
be one that.did not follow Chriſt. The 
ſame Perſon gives this Anſwer; and Þ 
give it becauſe I cannot mend it. It is 
probable faith he, that he did not caſt 

out rheſe Devils in the Name of Jeſus of 


| Nazareth, but of Chriſt and the Meſſiah, 


and that the Perſons concerned did not 
yet know that this Jeſus of Nazareth was 


the Mefiah, but might be ſome Diſciple 


of John, who was Baptized into the 
Name of the Meſſiah forthwith to come, 


although he did not know that Jeſus of | 


Nazareth was he; no more than Joh» 


Bsqriſe himſelf did, till it was revealed | 


to him from Heaven ; and in ſuch a man- 


ner too, that it required ſome Confirma- 


tion, or at leaſt Explanation, as appears 
by the Meſſage which John aſterwards 


ſent to Chriſt, art thou he or do we look for 


another. 9 25 ons | 


There are, as the Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor. 


12. 4. Diverſities of Gifts, but the ſame Spi- 
Tit; there are Differences of Adminiſtrati- 


ons, but the ſame Lord; there are Diverſi- 


ties of Operations, but the ſame God which 


” wor leth all in all. And the Manifeſtation Ml 


the Spirit is given to every Man to profit 


withal. We muſt take heed we do not 
_ loſe the Unity of the ſame Spirit, of the 


dame 


4 


, 


ſame Lord, of the ſame God, in their 


own Diverſity of Gifts, Differences of 
Adminiſtrations, and Diverſity of Opera- 
tions. And much more ſhould we be 
careful, that none of our different Opi- 
nions and Practices ſhould be to the Pre- 
judice of this Unity of the Spirit, whick 
ought to fwallow up all good Men of all 


Nations, People and Languages, of every 
Tongue and Rindred: All Spirits, Conſci- 


ences and Judgments, that by it are bap- 
tized into one Bod); and that have been 
made to drizk into this one Spirit; what- 


ſoever Differences of Opinions may be 


found in their Underſtandings, and what- 


ſoever different Modes of Religion may 
be found in their outward Practice; from 


the various meaſures and manners of the 


Communications of this one Spirit. 


There are different meaſures and At- 
tainments in the Church of Chriſt, and 
every one hath its proper Place, and the 
Divine Preſence and Power going along 
with it. And theſe are not to be ſet one 


againſt the other; but to be all put to- 


gether, as making one entire Strength a- 
gainſt the Common Enemy: However, 
the inward Forms upon the Underſtand- 
ing, and the outward Forms of Practice, 
may vary among good Men, according 

to their different meaſures of Light. - 
And we are to know, and to own one 
another according to the Spirit and 
COT TOTO. Power 
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Power of Godlineſs, not the outward 
Form: Obſerving {till in all our Chriſtian 
Converſes, this, excellent League which 
our Saviour himſelf hath eſtabliſhed, He 


that is not againſt us is for us. 


Thy Brother, it may be, hath ſeveral 


Notions and Opinions very different from 


thine; but he is purifyed in Soul. He 


| hath purifyed his Soul in obeying the 


Truth through this one Spirit; the Truth 
is written in his Heart, and ſhines forth in 


his Life. He hath learn'd and knows the 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus: Altho he can- 
not yet receive it, as it is in hee; in thy 
Notion and Repreſentation of it. His Soul 


is dyed, coloured, and figured with it, 


the Truth is 3 his Whole Be- 
ing in one beautiful and 


> bleſſed Image 
with it ſelf, is framing and faſhioning his 
whole Man according to itſelf, This 


muſt needs be a better Proof that thy 
Brother is TR one with thee in the ſame 


Truth, than the higheſt Compliment and 


Flattery, he can pay to thy own Noti- | 


ons and Explanations, concerning it, by 
* 


e e 


Whilſt then we ſee the ſame Truths in- 
fluencing and quickening the Soul, and 
ſpreading themiclves thro the Lives of 
good Men of different Sentiments, and 


outward Obſervations in Religion; let us 
no more judge or eſteem another by his 


OMe | 
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der alſo of our Brother's Conſcience, and 


leads, guides and perſwades; for Perſons 


E 


Comprimiſing with our Senſe of things, 


but by his Agreement with us in the Pow- 
er, Efficacy and Spirit of Truth  _ 
As weare to keep our own Souls pure 


and tender. towards God, not defiling 


them even with ſuch Religious Practices 


and Duties, &c. as we do not feel the 


Spirit leading us to; ſo we muſt be ten- 


not be an Inſtrument to draw him into 


any thing which the Lord leads him not 
into; but rejoice if we find him in the 
Simplicity of the ſame Spirit. We muſt 


be careful to preſerve him from receiving 
any thing as from us, or to imitate any 
of our Practices, further than the Spirit 


are exceeding prone to receive things up- 
on Truſt, from thoſe they have an high 
Opinion of, and to imitate their Practices 
without their Power; to the hurt of their 
own Growth  _ 1 
How ſweet and pleaſant is it to the 
truly ſpiritual Eye, to ſee ſeveral forts of 
Believers in the School of Chriſt, every 
one learning their own Leſſon, perform- 


ing their own particular Services, all 


owning and loving one another in their 


ſeveral Places and different Performances 


to their | Maſter, - to whom alone they 


give an account; and all by the DireQt- 


on of the ſame Spirit, and not to quar- 
rel with one another about their diffe- 


rent Practices. This is the true Ground 
and Rule of Love and Unity: Not that 


5 


ſuch a Man walks and does as I do; 


but becauſe he feels the ſame Spirit 


of Life in him, and that he walks in 
his own Rank, in his own Order, and 


proper Place of Subjection to the ſame 
Spirit. And this thould be far more 
_ pleaſing to us, than if he walkt juſt in 


the ſame Track with us. And ſo far as 


# 


we are truly Spiritual, we cannot ſo much 
as defire he ſhould do ſo, until he be. 


* 
1 


apparently led thereto by the ſame Spirit 
JJJJ;;;;ẽ.ü MEET 
I I ſhall cloſe this Queſtion with the 
Words following my Text. I beſeech you 


that you walk worthy of jour Vocation with 
all Lowlineſs, and Meekneſs, with all Long - 


Suffering, forbearing one. another in Love, 
exdeavouning to keep the Unity of. the Spirit 


in the Bond of Peace. There is one Body, 


one Spirit, one Hope of your Calling; one 


Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God 


and Father of all, &c. It is plain from 
this Scripture, that the Unity of the 
Church of God is an Unity of Spi- 
rit: An Unity in that Spirit which is the 
common Soul of the Church; the great 
Specificating, Conſtituting, and Conſer- 
ving Principle of all true Chriſtianity. 
We ſare not united to Chriſt and to one 
another, by the ſame Opinions and Forms, 
but by one and the fame Spirit. No! 


can 


Bk cate F 3 | 
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can any Opinion or Form divide us from 
Chriſt; and therefore ought not to ſe- 
parate us from one another, if they have 
not in their own Nature an Enmity to 
the Heavenly Image of Chriſt, which is 
Spirituality; or to the Natural Image of 5 
him, which is Morali 9. 
How plain is it again from this Scrip- 
ture, that the Bond of Peace hath its 
strength and Root not in an Unity of 
Opinion, or Uniformity of Worſhip, but 
in the Unity of the Divine Spirit. Where 
the *Unity is kept by a Bond, there a 
Multiplicity is clearly ſignifyed, faith 
one. Now the Bond of Peace to this 
Multiplicity hath its Root, and its 
Strength in this Unity of the Spirit: as 
the Union and Sympathy of all the Fel- 


* 


low-Members in the Natural Body ariſe 
from, and is preſerved by one Soul, by 
the Unity of the Soul. There is one Soul 
that quiclceus, moves and governs all 
the Members of the Natural Body; and 
how unnatural and monſtrous would 
it be; becauſe all thoſe ſeveral Members 
are not like one another in their out- 
ward Figure, Shape or Operation, that 
therefore they ſhould quarrel one with 
another. Tho the Hand doth not move 
as the Foot, nor the Foot as the Hand, 
yet it is the ſame Soul makes the Hand 
to work, and the Foot to walk, and eve - 
y Member to move in its proper Place 


| { 8 : ( 18 ) | | 
and Capacity, for the Service and good 
Ft ofthe whole. And thus it is, and ſhould 
\'F be in the Body of Chriſt: In which eve- 
Wl; 


ö 8 hath one and the ſelf ſame 
| | - Spirit, which comprehends, quickens, 
1 moves and e it according to its 
own proper Place, and uſe in the Bod7 
of Chriſt, whatever Differences there 
may be of inward Meaſures, and out- 
ward Forms. The Soul, tho it acts ſe- 
verally in the ſeveral Members of the 
Body, yet it is but one and the fame 
Soul, wondertully diffuſing and enlar- 
ging it ſelf to all the Capacities and In- 
digencies of the Body, itill remaining 
entire in it ſelf. And ſo it is the ſame 
Spirit which works in all Good Souls ſe- 
verally, and as it pleaſeth  _ 
Peace is an Agreement, an agreeable U- 
nion, a Love-Union, an Harmony, that con- 
ſiiſts in the Union of Spirits and Things: 
This is Peace. Unity is the Band of this 
Peace: The Band of all Agreement, of all 
Vnions, of all Harmonies, in Union and in 
Love. This Unity is a peculiar Proper- 
ty and Character of the Spirit, who is 
the firſt Union, and ſo the Fountain of 
all Unions, of all Loves, which conſiſt 
inn; 8 
St Paul, with admirable Reaſon, join, 
' theſe two together here; our walking with 
4 Lowlineſs, and Meekneſs, with 55 
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Suffering, forbearing one another in Love; 

and our keeping the Unity of the Spirit in 
the Band of Peace. The way then to 
preſerve this Unity of the Spirit in the 
Body of Chriſt, is, to walk towards one 
another with all Lowlineſs and Meek- 

neſs, and Long-Suffering, forbearing one 
another in Love: Not to be Proud, 

Haughty, Eager and Peeviſh, impoſing 
our own Notions and Modes of Religi- 
on upon one another: Nor do I believe 
there can be any ſufficient: Reaſon given, 

why our particular and private Notions, 
Sentiments, and Practices, ſhould be to 
the Prejudice of this Unity, Which ought 

to be a molt univerſal and ſtrong Bond 

of Peace, throughout the whole Body of 


The Second Queſtion ſhall be taken 
from the Common Concern, Circum- 
{tances and Intereſts of all Good Men: 
A f e er them fo 
forward to Fudge and Cenſure, to Diſown and 
Caſt off thy differing, diſſenting, miſtaken or. 
fallen Brother, when thou doft not know thine 
own Errors, thy own Dangers, and thy own 
Temptations : And art, it may be, ſo little” 
able to ſpeak home to the Matter which makes 
thee offended with thy Brother * 
6ᷣʒ»d oo oo. ay 
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5 Why doſt thou inſiſt ſo much upon 


Differences there, where thou thy ſelf 


haſt reaſon to be timerous, and afraid 
peremptorily to aſſert; as being conſci- 
ous there is ſome Obſcurity in the Mat- 


ter? Surely when it comes to be a Caſe 


of any Uncertainty, it is but reaſonable 
every one ſhould enjoy his own Opinion. 
Let me tell ſuch a Man, thou dareſt not 
venture thy Salvation upon ſuch a Truth, 
for denying of which thou Condemneſt 


thy Brother; thou dareſt not fay it is 
impoſſible it ſhould be an Error; thou 


doſt not arrogate to thy ſelf all the Ful- 


neſs of the Spirit of Truth; thou canſt 


not ſay but thy Brother may have ſome 


Illuminations of that Spirit as well as 
thy ſelf. Why then doſt thou ſet thy 
Brother at naught, and give him no 


Allowance at all, and have no Conſi- 
deration of God's Reſpect to him, and 
of his Intereſt in God; but gives thy 
{elf all manner of Allowan esd? 


Tell me how comeſt thou to think thy 


ſelf to be an infallible Judge of thy Bro | 
ther's Errors and Miſtakes, who art but 
a Fallible Diſcerner of Truth for thy ſelf ? 


Why art thou ſo haſty in charging thy 


Brother with falſe Notions, whulſt thou 
i thy ſelf art not exempted from Mi- 
ſtakes? Doth the Sun ſhine no where 
but in at thy Window ? Are all Men 


& 
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in Darkneſs beſides thy ſelf? Upon a bet- 

ter Conſideration of the Matter, it will 
be found, that thy, own Light is not 
without a great Mixture of Darkneſs, 


nor thy Brother's Darkneſs without a 


good Mixture of Light. Sure 1 am, all 


our Notions of Spiritual things here 


below, are at beſt but as a Twilight, in 


which Light and Darkneſs meet and 


ſhake Hands: And how fond and un- 


Spiritual things; what a 


reaſonable is it, whilſt they own Light 


is ſhaded with ſo much Darkneſs, to 
think there is no Mixture of Light 
with thy Brother's Darkneſs ? 
Thou doſt in a general way frequent- 


ly confeſs the Weakneſs of thy own 


Underſtanding, the Narrownels and 
Shortneſs of thy own Apprehenſions in 
poor dark 


Creature thou art? Whence then are 


the particular Expreſſions of thy own 
Opinions and Senſe to others, ſo Poſi- 
tive and Oracular? Thou bemoaneſt 


daily thy own Ignorance before God, and 


beggeſt from him that thou may'ſt un- 


derſtand thy own Errors, and that he 
would further reveal his Mind and clear 


up Matters to thee; why then art thou 


ſo Confident and ſo ſevere in thy Car- 
riage to thy Diſſenting Brother, as if 
thou wert Omniſcient ? Thou daily o- n- 


elt thy ſelf in the Notion, to be a poor 
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fallible Creature, how then in thy pra- 
Citice doſt thou take upon thee as if 
thou wert Infallible, and exempted from 
all poſſibility of Miſtake ? Is not this 
to live in a continual Contradiction to, 
and Confutation of thy ſelf? 
How ſtrange and abfurd a thing is 
this, if it were well conſidered, to ſee 
a good Man one Hour of the Day upon 
his Knees, bewailing to God his own 
* Ignorance, Folly and Miſcarriages; and 
in another Hour of the Day fitting in 
the Judgment Seat with Confidence and 
_ Scorn, Judging, Cenſuring and Con- 
demning his Differing, Miſtaken and 
Fallen Brother? and yet how common- 
ly is this to be found among us? 
- Thou haſt thy Meaſure of Truth, but 
thou halt alſo thy Share of Error. And 
how little is thy Portion of Truth, if 
it were ſingled out. from all thoſe Mi- 
ftakes with which it is mingled ? How 
unreaſonable- then is it whilſt thy own 
Light hath ſo much Darkneſs in it, to 
think, as was ſald before, there is no 
Light in his Darkneſs ? 44 
Conſider well in this Caſe, what the 
Apoitle faith to us all, 1 Cor. 8. 2. If ay 
Man think he knows any thing, he knows 
nothing yet as he onght to know it. Ex- 
amine then thy own State as it becomes 
_ thee, and thou wilt find little Cauſe to 


* 


any and Triumph over thy poor Bro- 
ther. | on Rn 
Ihe ſame Apoſtle bids us, Rom. 12. 10. 
to be kindly affectioned one to another, with 
 Brotherly Love, in Honour preferring one 
another. And Eph. 5. 18, 19, Cc. to Verſe 


2. he tells us, this is a Proof of our be- 


ing filled with the Spirit; being not drunk 
with Wine, faith he, wherein is Exceſs ; 
but be filled with the Spirit. And how 
doth this Fulneſs of the Spirit exprels it 
ſelf? He goes on and tells us, eating 
to our ſelves in Pſalms, Hymns and SIpiri- 
tual Songs; Singing and making Melody in 
your Hearts to the Lord; giving Thanks 
always for all things to' God the tather, in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus, Submitting 
Jour ſelves to one another in the Fear of 
Obſerve it, there is no full Stop from 
thoſe Words, Verſe 18. be ye filled with the 
Spirit, until ye come to the end of thoſe 
Words Verſe 29. Submitting your ſelves to 
one another in the Fear of God. So that our 
A poſtle here places our being filPd with 
the Spirit in theſe Three things. 


I. In a Chearful and Rejoicing Frame = 
of Spirit. j SG ins) 
2. In a Thankfnl Frame of Spirit ; a 


and that for all things. And, N 
| | . Da 3. In 
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tion the Pregnancy of our Mind, and 
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3. In a Submiſſion of our ſelves to one 
another in the Fear of Gd. 


And he doth not here mean the Civil 


Submiſſion which Inferiours owe to Su- 
periours, of Subjects to Governours, of 
Children to Parents, of Servants to Ma- 


ſters. Neither doth he mean that Eccle- 


ſlaſtical Subjection of which he ſpeaks, 


Hieb. 13. 17. obey them that have the Rule 
over you in the Lord. But he ſpeaks of a 


mutual Brotherly Subjection that all Chri- 


ſtians owe to one another; and eſpeci- 


ally the Higheſt and Strongeſt to the 
| Meaneſt and Weakeſt, According to 
that 2 Pet. 5. 5. ye all of you be ſubject to one 


another; and be clqathed with Humility, for 
God reſiſts the Proud and giveth Grace to 


the Humble. We are all to be ſubject to 


one another; bearing one another's Infir- 
mities and Burtheas of Ignorance, Paſſi- 
on, Weakneſſes, Miſtakes and Tempta- 


tions, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks on the like 
Occaſion Rom. 15. 1. We then that are 
ſtrong ought to bear the Infirmities of the 


weak, and not to pleaſe our ſelves; but 


— 


ever) one his Neighbour for his Good ta E- 


We are angry at another for diſſent- 
ing from us. We think he calls in que- 


the 


Cas 5: © 


the Sufficiency of our Underſtanding. 


Why then do we give zo Allowance to 
our Brother? Why have we no Opinion 
of his Judgment, and fo great a one for 


our own? + 


Job 37. 13. Job in a leſs Caſe than that 
before us, concludes : If I did deſpiſe the + 
Cauſe of my Man-Servant, or my Maid. Ser- 


want, when they contended with me, what 
then ſhall I do when God riſeth up; and 


when Viſited, what ſhall J anſwer him? 1* 
this was the Behaviour of a good Maſter 
to his Servants when they contended 
with him; and if this gentle and con- 
deſcending Behaviour to his Servants 
roceeded from the Fear of God, whoſe 

rvant he himſelf was; how unaccoun- 
table to our Common Matter, muſt our 
deſpiſing of our differing Brother, and 
Fellow-Servant be? For we are all upon 
a Level, and Fellow-Servants in our Spi- 
JJ O22 n 

This is my ſecond Queſtion, and the 
genuine Effect of it is this; That all 
Good Men, and eſpecially every Man 
that pretends to a greater Meaſure of 
the Spirit than others: Every Man that 


would approve himſelf to be filled with 
the Spirit, ſhould in Matters of Diffe- 
rence between him and his Brother, act 


like thoſe that have a Senſe of the Falli- 


bility and Peccability of every ern 
W as gs a” 


of our Reparation exempted from Errors 


in the mean time, we carry it like thoſe 
that have a due Reſpett to their differing 


Centre, the Circle, the Band o 


one another. 


and agree in fewer, live better together, than 


of the beſt Men on Earth. For we are 
neither in the Virtue of our Creation, nor 


and Miſcarriages. We expect this Per- 
fettion in the Conſummation. And that 


Brother; preferring him before our 


ſelves, and ſubmitting our ſelves ſo far 


as is poſſible to him. 
And this is the beſt way to approve 


our · ſelves to be filled with the Spirit; 
Whoſe Fruits are ſaid to be Love, Joy, 
Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentleneſs, and 


Meekneſs, Gal. 5. 22. And not dy our 


High Notions, and bitter Zeal for our 
own Opinions, and Forms of Religion. 
And it is becauſe we are no more filled 


with this Spirit which 1s the Spring, the 


Spirits 1n Heaven and on Earth, that we 


* 


are no more in this Condeſcention to 


Queſt. III. 


My Third Queſtion ſhall be taken from 
the Agreement we ſee every where, but 


_ among. Chriſtians. And it ſhall be 


Why do they who differ is BOM! things, 
Chri- 


all good 


J hee im ie 


4&6 
Chriſtians who Meet in more, and differ in 
fewer things? Surely Variance and Strife, 
is not ſimply better, than Concord and 
Love. It is not defireable for its own 
ſake. Who can anſwer this Queſtion ? 
Iwill give you ſome Inſtances. ; 
Take a Man that is ſeaſoned with the 
Grace of God, and a Man of Natural 
and Common Ingenuity ; theſe two a- 
gree, and hve happily together. There 
is no Difference between them; and yet 
theſe differ more, than two Chriſtians, 
two gracious Perſons. Why then ſhould. 
not they who agree in the Reality of Re- 
ligion, and differ per pauciora, as We ſay, 
in Fewer things, live better together than 
any other in the World? „ 
Again, Two Good-natur'd Men; they 
live handſomely together, Kindneſs 1s 
return'd with Kindneſs: And yet the 
Foundation of this Union is nothing but 
Natural Tngenuity in them both: But the 
Foundation of the Union of Chriſtians 
is the fame Grace of God, the ſame Di- 
vine Nature in them all, over and above 
their Natural Ingenuitx. 
Tell me, O Chriſtian ! ſhall the Grace 
N of God? ſhall the Participation of a Di- 
vine Nature, fall ſhort of the Common 
ingenuity of Humane Nature? yea, even 
in its /apſed State? what can be anſwer- 
8 ed to this? and are you worſe natured 
an . . to 


\ 
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to one another, becauſe God hath been 


better to you than to others? Or mult you 
needs be thus bad, to ſhew the Great- 
neſs of that Love of God you are Kill 
receiving, but never imitating ? Doth 
the Grace and Forgiveneſs of God want 
this Commendation from you? Is it poſ- 
ſible to receive this Grace, and not be 
improv'd and better'd by it? What can 
mend the Naughtineſs of our Diſpoſiti- 
ons? What can cure us of the Anger, 
the Severity, the Crabbedneſs, the Sow- 
erneſs, that is in our Tempers? if the 
Grace of God cannot do it? How can 


any Man think the Grace he hath re- 


ceived 1s available to a Supernatural 


Effect? if it be not ſufficient to the cu- 
ring of a Natural One. How can any 
Man flatter himſelf he hath received 
the Grace of God to a Participation of 


a Divine Image, and yet this Grace 
leaves him ſhort of the degenerate na- 
tural One? ſurely that which is a Thou- 
ſand times more, doth not leave that 


undone which is unſpeakably leſs. 


It 65 true indeed, the Grace of God is 


conferred many times upon the moſt 
untoward, crooked and crabbed pieces 


of Nature: But ſhall they continue fo, 


after they have received that Grace? 
Grace is given to ſuch, to ſhew it is 
free; but if they remain ſuch, where is 


ö the 
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| (29 ) 
the Power and Efficacy of that Grace ? 
If the Grace of God don't mend our 
Natures, what ſhall? or ſhall it, how- 
ever, make us worſe natured than other 
Men? Shall the Doctrine that commands 
us to love our Enemies ; to bleſs them 
that curſe us; to pray for them that 
perſecute us; to do Good for all the Evil 
we meet with in this unkind and angry 


World, ſhall this Doctrine allow us to 


beat and devour one another? Shall the 
Doctrine that comes to bring Peace on 


Earth, and Good-will from Heaven to 


Men, make us unkind to, and angry 
with one another? do we thus approve 
our ſelves to be under the Grace of God, 


to be more peeviſh and Self- confident, 
than the reſt of the World? if Grace 


cannot ſweeten, and refine our Natures, 
and enlarge our Hearts towards all our 
Brethren, yea, to all our Fellow Crea- 
tures, Which is no more than this Grace 
requires of us, what can? He that pre- 
tends to the Grace of God, and to the 

clearer and ſweeter Diſcoveries of it than 

his Brethren; I would have him approve _ 
himſelf to be the moſt ingenuous and 
beſt Natured Man alive, and to think it 
Scandal to himſelf, and to his Chriſti- 
anity, that a Man of meer Morality and 
good Humour, ſhould exceed him in 


Love and Goodneſs. 


1 . Sure 


lovely to all Eyes. 


. ö 
Sure I am, if we had ever a Man a. 
mong us, that did live exactly a Goſpel. 
Life, he would be the moſt Lovely, the 


moſt Serviceable, and Benign Man in 
the World, and he would thereby great. 


ly recommend Chriſtianity to it. For 
the Rule of the Goſpel is the Expreſſion 


of the Heavenly Life and Love; and this 
Man would bring it into act; would, as 
I may lay, Incarnate it, give it a Body, as 


Plato ſpea ks, and , make it viſible and 


— 


4 1 itas 3. 4. We Are exhorted to be ge- 


th, ſhewing all Meekneſs unto all Men; for 


we our ſelves were ſometime fooliſh, diſobe- 
dient, deceived, ſerving divers Luſts and 


Pleaſures, living in Malice and Envy, hate - 


ful and hating one another; till the 
Kindneſs and Love of God toward Man 


appeared. Can We be Peeviſh and 
Churliſh unto one another, unto our 
Brethren, under the Manifeſtation of 


this Kindneſs and Love of God to our 
own Souls? who can behold Jeſus Chriſt 


in the Beauty, Majeſty and Love of his 


Divine Nature? which is an Infinite 


Beauty, an Inſinite Majeſty, an Infinite 
Love, coming down to a. poor Soul in 
its loſt and loathed State, maniteſting 


himſelf and his Love to it, taking it in- 


to his Boſom, and embraces, as a Bride- 


uti doth his Bride; who ca be this 


4 appy and bleſſed Soul, and not be _ 


zed, and quite vaniſh before ſo much 
- | Greatneſs and Goodneſs into its Self. No- 
. chingneſs. The Diſproportion between 
e | fo high an Excellency and this Soul, moſt. 
n elfekkually abaſeth it, and makes it the 
. | leaſt and the loweſt of all things in its õẽęm 
r | Eyes: The Divine Condeſcentions to this 
„Soul, teaches it now to ſtoop to the leaſt. 
is of its Brethren; yea, to the loweſt, the 
s | moſt loſt and loathſome Creatures; to 
receive them into the Glory of God if it 
d knew how, as Jeu Chriſt hath received 
15 | s Ar 


We may indeed pretend, that our An- 
or | ger againſt our differing Brother is Zeal 
e- tor God, and his Truth; but it is no- 
thing ſo. For God and his Truth need 
e- none of that Anger, as the Apoſtle tells 
ae us, Jam. 3.13, 14. Who is a wiſe Man and 
in exdued with Knowledge among you ? let him 
id Wl hem out of a good Converſation, his Works 
ur W with Meekneſs of Wiſdom. But if you have 
of ¶ bitter Exvying, (the Word in the Greek 
ur is, bitter Teal) glory not, faith he, He not 
it Wl againſt the Truth; this Wiſdom deſcends not 
uus from above; bat is Earthly, wg a and 
Devilifh. If you have bitter Envying, 
bitter tal, do not Glory herein, do not 
call this Grace, and Religion, and the 
Spirit of the Goſpel, and Zeal for God. 
This is one of the greateſt Lies that can 
be made againſt the Truth. The Sue 
r . 


/ 


7 


# 


; Which! is the Spirit of Love and For- 


4 


ven, is not the Spirit of him who came not 


. tyed gk Who! in the firſt Place gare his 


(3) 
Zeal eats 5, up a Man's ſelf ; but T am Lie 
it, doth not Bite and devour another. 
Lale 9. 54. When the Diſciples de- 
ſir'd of Chriſt that they might call for 
Fire from Heaven, to deſtroy the Sama- 
rirans, becauſe the would not ſuffer 
Chriſt to enter inco their City, our 
Lord turn'd to them, and rebuke them, N 
and ſaid, you know not what manner of Spi- 
rit you are of, Which Words of our Sa- 
viour, I humbly think may have whe 
double Senſe. 


Fi 72 You n not, 0 my Lambs, 
what this Spirit you are now in is; this 
particular Temper and Heat of yours, 
Jou think it is Zeal tor me; but 1 tell 
1 it is a a ſtrange Spirit to me and N 

. 


E You -know not what Spirit 
you are of. You do not yet know Wwhat 
your own proper, genuine, and true Spi- 
rit, the Spirit out of which you ſprung, 


giveneſs, not of Anger, Wrath and Re- 
venge. This calling for Fire from Hea- 


to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave them. 
This is not the Spirit of him who was 
a Sacrifice of Love for thoſe that Cruci- 


Blood 


Blood to thoſe bitter Spirits to drink ; 
that did with the 7 8 Rage pour it 
f 


out; and whoſe laſt Breath when he dy- 
ed, was ſpent in Kindneſs, Love and For- 
giveneſs, to them who put him to 
Death; Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do: and go preach 
the Goſpel, faith he, after his Reſurrecti- 
on to every Creature, Beginning at Ferus 
ſalem; which of all Places, we in our 
little narrow and ſtingy Minds, would 
have thought ſhould have been bln hive | 
or at leaſt poſtponed, viz, Go preach the 
Goſpel round the World to every Crea- 
ture, and at laſt come to theſe Wicked 
EWS. | | | | 
, This Spirit you are now in, is not the 
Spirit of the Goſpel, which is a Fountain 
ok Love and Forgiveneſs ; this is not the 
Spirit of the Spouſe of Chriſt; of his 
Dove, which hath Milk and Honey un- 
der her Tongue ; Divine Wiſdom, Peace 
and Joy, asa Fountain of Milk and Ho- 
ney in her Heart. Gentle Language, 
Meekneſs, Healing, Peace-making Words, 
as Streams of Milk and Honey under her 
Tongue, flowing from the Fountain of 


* 


Divine Love in her Heart. „5 
To ſhut up this Queſtion; why do 
they who differ in more things, and a- 
ree in fewer, live better together, than 
hriſtians who meet in more, and dif- 
er jn fewer? If the Inſtances I have 

aaa et 
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N 
given be too little to this purpoſe, what 
ſay you to this? Brethren in Iniquity, a- 
ree better every where, than Brethren 
| in Chriſtianity ; and yet the Foundation 
| of their Union is a Lie. To go further, 
| Sevi inter ſe conveniunt Urſi, would Bears 
and Beaſts of Prey agree very well among 
themſelves; and ſhall the Grace of God 
male us worſe to one another than Canni- 
bals, which do not eat one another? ſhall 
Chriftians be worſe to one another than 
Beaſts of Prey, which do not devour 
one another of a kind? ſhall Chriſtianus 

be Chriſtiano Lupus ? yea, Chriſtian worſe 

than Wolf to Clitiftian? 7775 
_ Shall I riſe higher? the very Dev; 
themſelves, whatſoever Diſtinction and 
. Diverſity of Forms there is among them, 

yet they are all united and agreed againſt 

all Men. In good Truth, I know not 

how to ſhame you atly further. Whocan 

anſwer theſe things? are the Principles 

of Religion ſuper-induced upon other En- 

gagements, ſo as to be a Cauſe of Diffe- 

rences'? ſhall we give Occaſion to have it 

faid, that Men. would have lived well 

5 together in the World, it Chriſtianity 

: had not diſturbed it; as if Chriſtianity 

- wasanill natur'd thing; which gives us 

the higheſt Diſcovery, the greateſt Ex- 

ample of Love that ever was, or can 


» 


be exhibited to the World. 
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And becaule this is in good earneſt {aids 


Twill. cloſe this Queſtion with an An- 


ſwer to a Text of Scripture, that is 


brought in by ſome to juſtify this Cen- 


ſure upon the Chriſtian Religion, as if it 


came to make Strife and Contention in 
the World, and alſo to reply to a great 


and general Inſtance that is given to this 
The Text of Scripture is that Matth. 
10. 34, 35. 1 came noi, ſaith Chriſt, to ſend 


Peace on Earth but a Sword; for I am come 
to ſet a Man at Variance againſt his Father, 


and the Daughter againſt the Mother, &c. 
To this I give theſe Anſwers. 


1. Our Saviour tells us, not / what 
would be according to his Iatention, but 
Conſequentially, through the Malice and 


Perverſeneſs of Men. Men, rather than 


entertain the Goſpel, would pur the 


World into Combuſtion. He ſpeaks of 


what would fall out through the Stub- 


borneſs of Men. 


2. Our Saviour in this Scripture ſpeaks 
comes 1n Power, and takes Place. Men 
upon whom the Spirit of the Goſpel 
ſeized, rather than not fulfil it, would 
conteſt with their neareſt Relations. The 
Goſpel where it comes in the Power of it, 


would diſſolve the neareſt and ſtrongeſt 
<a RE © 


y of the Goſpel, where it 
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| | Relations and cauſe them to trample them 
| under their Feet, as they ſtand in their 


If way up to God. Therefore it follows 
L's in that Scripture Verſe 37. He that loveth 
| Father or Mother more than me, is not wor. 
= Ip of me, Ke. | 

l z. The Variance our Saviour ſpeaks 
| | of here, ſhould not be of thoſe into 


whom the Spirit of the Goſpel ſhould 
enter, among themſelves, but between 
them and Worldlings. The Variance 
between thoſe that are of God, and 
_ thoſe that are of the World, _ 

The general Inſtance that is obſerved 
to the Reproach of Chriſtianity upon 
this Account, is this; Tis obſerved that 
there never was ſuch Contentions in the 
World, as ſince Chriſt came into it. Hi- 
ſtories of every Age, ſince Chriſt's Time, 
ſhew the Church hath been the moſt 
unſettled part of the World; that Chri- 

ftendom at this Day is moſt of all torn 
to pieces, and that not by Strangers, but 
her own pretended Sons. To this I give 
T Ca nn 


I. That Differences and Debates in 
| Religion are not altogether ſuch Fatal 
| and Peſtructive things, as we are apt to 
e 


x, They 


hopeful, than dead ſluggiſh Ignoran 


Gems; ſo Contention and Di 


3 
1. They ſpeak Men Active, and upon 
Inquiry after Truth: Which is more 


which never comes to any thing. Bu 


whilſt Men are up, and in purſuit aft 


1 ruth, we may expect that they W 


light upon ſomething at length. One 
Age ſince Chriſt we account as good as 
loſt, becauſe of Men's Ignorance and 


Non-Action in it. As the Ignorance anc 


Dulneſs of former Times, gave a Rife 
to Popery, ſo there is nothing more 


againſt the Soul and Spirit of it, than 


ſearching into Truth, and laying ouf 


for particular Knowledge. 


2. Debates do brighten Truth, 4 


make Men expert. As Eilings brighren 

putes En- 
lighten Truth. Men learn Skill to de- 
fend Truth, and to convince of Error 
by them. Men are moſt ſettled and 


reſoved in Truth by them. 


3. God tries us by them: They are 
good for the Exerciſe, Trial and Proof 
of Men, that they have not bowed to 
Baal; that they hold not the Doctrine of 
the Nicolaitans; that they are not gone 
back to the Law; that they have not 
received the Mark of the Beaſt in 
their Foreheads, by Opinion and Pro- 
feſſion; nor in their Hands by Actions. 
2 E 3 4. They 
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4. They are ſometimes good Oppor- 
tunities to the People of God, to be his 
Witneſſes againſt the Errors of the World 
*. ſound judgment; and againſt the 
_ © Wrophaneſs of it, by Holineſs of Lite. 
- They ſometimes put the Caſe of Mar- 
tyrdom, which is the beſt way of go- 
ing out of the World, when God calls 
us to it, and the higheſt Honour he can 
Beltow upon us in this World; to give 
us an Opportunity to part with that 
Lite for him out of Choice, which we 
muſt, part with of Neceſſity; of making 
that Life a Sacrifice to him, which muit 
be paid as a Debt to Nature. This by 
the way, in Anſwer to that Scripture, 
ee Infance. 
Thus much ſhall ſerve for my Third 
Queſtion ; Why they who differ in more 
things, and meet 1n fewer, agree better 
than Chriſtians, that meet in more and 
differ in fewer. Surely Anger and Striſe 
is not deſirable for its own fake. There 
is no true Pleaſure in Variance: No it 
is in it {elf the moſt burthenſome thing 
in the World to a good- natur d Man; and 
it ſhould be moſt of all fo to a Chri- 


n U There being Room for another Par- 


ticular in Anſwer to the foregoing Que- 
ſtion, it is ſupplyed as follows. 
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5. But 
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5. But tho Humane Reaſon in its 


my as he has a Part in all, ſo has a Foot- 
ing in the Rational Faculty of Man; 
and there raites his Mitts, and in dem 
fights againſt the Divine Light; or by 
Subtleties, Fallacies, Imaginations, fine 
Gloſſes and falſe Appearances, perverts 
and diſguiſes the Truth; or getting in- 
to the Will, make That paſs tor Reaſon; 
pro Ratione Voluntas : And the leatt Oppo- 
ſition ſtrikes Fire immediately, and ſo he 
carries on the War; Antichriſt againſt 
Jeſus Chriſt ; in the Souls of Men firſt, 
and thence to outward Manifeſtation. 
Antichriſt Wars here as the Falſe Pro- 
phet, by ſetting up his Poſt againſt God's 
Poſt; {ork up a Religion ourward 
inſtead of inward, Letter inſtead of Spi- 


1 | — 


3 1 


1 it, Form inſtead of Power: As in tho 


Denomination of the Beaſt, he Wars by 
Zenſuality and Brutal Luſts, driving on to 
the Extinction both of Natural Affection 

to Man and Regard of God; and ſo 
proceeds to Fierceneſs and Violence, as 
Partaking of the Power of the Dragon; 
Which chiefly conſiſts in Wrathful Con- 
_ tention, Rage and Perſecution, for ſake 

of What is thus ſer up, 


| And hence alſo we are to account for 
the ſo abounding Strife and Diviſion 
under the Goſpel State. Antichriſt is 
| by the Divine Permiſſion, allotted his 
Time, and the Spirit of this World its 
Courſe: and ſtill the Wiſdom of God 
is working underneath for Good to be 
N out of all; which Good will be, 
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1. The Masi ation of Antichriſt i in bis 


ſeeker Workings, and hidden Moſer of 
E 5 | 


„ *: The Diſplay "TY Aves and Sciences, 
of Truth Spiritual and Natural, in the 
Diverſity of its Branches, and Variety | 
of its Pittinctions, purged from its Mix- 
tkures, and vindicated from its adkert ing 
Errors or Imitations. Th 


The Tryal of the Keints) by't means 
| of Tt em 2 892875 Sins Tens Ge 


Es 
nities of various Conqueſts, and Enlarge. 
ment of their Crown, to the great Glo- 
ry of God in the Conduct of his Di- 
vine Wiſdom and Providence, 


Laſtly, The more Signal and Glorious 
Overthrow of Antichriſt, after he has 
tryed his full Strength, and done his 
worſt : When he {hall ſee himfelf baffled 
in all his Projects; caſt out of his Sphere 
in Man, and his Seat in the 'Temple-of 
God; and be at laſt deſtroyed by the 
Breath of God's Power; and that Wiſ- 
dom which is from above, which is Pure 
and Peaceable, at the coming of the 
Lord in his Spiritual Kingdom. 


| Queſt, IV. 
My Fourth Queſtion ſhall be taken 
from the ſeyeral Ages, Growths, Mea- 
ſures and Attainments of good Minds. 
And it is this; Why art thou jo forward 
to judge, to cenſure, to diſown, to caſt off, 
thy differing, miſtaken, thy fallen Brother, 
when thou art ſo little able to comprehend 
all the different Ages and Gromths of good 
Souls; to underſtand the various Improve- 
ments, Meaſures and Attainments, the ſe- 
veral Capacities, Languages ana Operations 
which are pecnliar to their Ages and 
Gromt hs; and knoweſt not all the Imper- 
fettions which may belong to 4 Good Nan 
TI ͤ—— 


3 
It is indeed impoſſible for us to fer 
the Bounds to Spiritual things, to Stint 
that Spirit in our ſelves or others, which 
is a Fountain of Divine Light and Life, 
in all Regenerate Souls; continually ſend- 
ing forth new Streams, and running a- 
long with a continual Succeſſion of Wa- 
ters, without any Stop or Limit, till 
they carry us as high as their Fountain 
Head. We know not the higheſt, or 
the Loweſt State that a Child of God 
can be in: And therefore ſhould be ve- 
ry careful how we condemn. that Which 
is above us, or contemn that which is 
below us. As he that is below thee, can- 
not tell the Maximum quod ſit the high- 
eſt Adminiſtration of God; ſo neither 
canſt thou that art above him, tell the 
Minimum quod ſit, how Lo God can be. 

Ve are too Proud to underſtand the Con- 
deſcentions, too Lom to take the Heights, 
too Shallow to fathom the Depths, too 
547 to meaſure the Breadths, and too 

ort to reach the Heights. of the Di- 
vine Truth and Goodneſs; and their. 
various Communications of ' themſelves 
to us. We. cannot . aſſign the higheſt, 
or lowelt State of Saints, whilſt they 
are here below. We cannot ſay all a- 
bove this is Fancy, Whimfey, Dream 
and Deluſion; or all below. it is Com- 
mon, Carnal, Formal and Superſtitious. 
As we ought not then to deſpiſe cat 
. %%% 5 San 
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which is below us, ſo let us not cenſure 
that which is above us; but wait to 
_ overtake it. Bleſſed be God, all good 


Souls in the mid{t of their greateſt Dif- 


| ferences from one another here below, 
do all meet in the Divine Comprehenſi- 


on above; they are all Infolded in the 
Divine Arms, they are all incircled in 
the Divine Love; that hath Heights, and 


Depths, and Breadths, and Lengths e- 


nough to reach and to hold us all. And 
if we cannot yet receive and embrace 
each other in our ſeveral Ages, Mea- 


ſures, Growths and Attainments, it is 


becauſe we have little, low, dark, nar- 


row, and contracted Hearts, which feel 


but little of the Love of Chriſt; and are 
no more filled with that Spirit which is 


the Spring, the Centre, the Band of all 


good Spirits in Heaven and Earth. 


There is as great Difference in the 


Stature of Souls, as of Bodies. In the 
Growrhs of Chriſtians as of Men, and 
of all other things. So that St John, 
1 John 2. 12, 13, 14. twice together diſtin- 


Art thou then one of the talleſt among 


thy Brethren? Shew then the Height 
of thy Spiritual Diſcoveries and Enjoy- 


ments, by the Depth of thy Condeſcen- 


tion to the loweſt and lealt of thy Bre- 
CV thren 
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guiſhes their Growths into latte Children, 
young Men, and Fathers, that we may take 
the more diſtin Notice of them. 
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thien; for the true Stature of any thing 


cannot be exactly taken, without mea- 


ſuring from both ends my 
Art thou a Strong Man in Chriſt ? 
Shew thy Strength by bearing the Bar- 


then of thy weak Brother, and fo fulfil 


the Law of Chriſt, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
Gal. 6. 2. 1 5 | 
Art thou a Father in the Holy Under- 
ſtanding? Shew the Greatneſs of thy 
Knowledge and Experience by thy Fa- 


therly Bowels and Tenderneſs toward 
the Meek and Little Ones; and the 


Wandring Ones too. If thou art with- 
in the Compaſs of the loweſt of theſe 
Growths, if thou art become as a lit- 
tle Child in Chriſt, ſhew it by thy ge- 


nuine Inſtinct, and Naturalneſs of Soul 


towards God and all Divine things, 


which is Effential to, and inſeparable 


from the new Birth in its moſt Infant 


State: And ſhew it not by judging 


and cenſuring what is above thee, but 


by waiting and longing to underſtand the 
Truth, and to relith the Goodneſs of it. 
Conſider again, it is impoſſible, as I 
have elſewhere told the World, to have 
full and comprehenſive Notions and Con- 
ceptions of Spiritual Truths, whilſt we 


are in this diſtant and divided State. 


| Our Knowledge here below is not only 
dark, but partial, as Paul, with excellent 


reaſon puts theſe two together, 1 Cor. 13. 12. 
= 22 # 


(45): 


For we ſee through a Glaſs darkly, we 


know but in part, or in diviſion i wipes 
It is indeed the Partiality of our Know- 
ledge which cauſes and increaſes the 
Darkneſs and the Difficulties of it, and 
turns it into a Riddle. That will be 
plain, eaſy and pleaſant to us, when we 
come at once to ſee the whole Body of 


Divine Truths; when we ſhall in 
one View, behold the fair Frame and 


Univerſal Harmony of it, the admirable 
Coherence and Connexion, the Propor- 
tion, Conſent, and Sympathy of one 


Truth with another, and of each Truth 


with every Truth : Which being now 


ſeen alone, puzzles, perplexes, intangles, 


and Labyrinths us. Spiritual Truths are 
now Emigma's to us, becauſe we know 
but in part. All our preſent Notions 
and Opinions are but broker things, are 
but little pieces of Truth, we are all 
running away with Bits and Scraps of 


Spiritual Truth: Every one calling his 


own ſhare the entire Purchaſe ; But we 


know but in Diviſion, and we know 
not how to put things together. Some 


are zealous tor one, others for another 


part of Divine Truth; while we con- 


tend for one, we are apt to let go a- 


nother; while we are ſecking after one, 
we loſe another; we continually Mi- 


ſtake one another, and the Truth in 
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(46) | 
each- other, through our Partial Diſco- 
veries of things. . | 

We have io much Light, ſo much 
Knowledge as through the Darkneſs and 
Ignorance mingled with it, and as yet 
prevailing over 1t, ferves to wrangle, di- 


ſpute and quarrel with one another; 


but not Light enough to 
comprehend one another. 


- ; 


We have indeed a Notion of the In- 


receive and 


_diviſibility of Truth, and we are ſure of 


it in the Theory; but we know not how 


to make it out in our Practice. It is 


true, That is not Truth which cannot 
dwell with any, with every other Truth. 


But all Truth is not thus reconciled in 


the Head of any good Man on Earth, 
altho it be in every good Man's Heart. 


He is in Love with all Truth, but he 
hath not yet found out the whole Com- 


paſs and Circle of it. Truth is One in 
it ſelf, but it is broken into 1 know not 


how many pieces as. it is in us; and thoſe 


pieces through the Darkneſs mixt with 
them in our Spirits, are fighting one a- 


ga inſt the other. The next State will 


give us a clear and comprehenſive Vi- 
of things. All our preſent Diviſion of 


Truth and Spirits too, will then be at 
an end; thoſe Truths, thoſe Spirits ſhall 
then be reconciled and run into the Em- 


braces of one another, that ſeem now 


to ſtand at the greateſt Diſtance and De- 
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fiance. Then the Darkneſs ſhall no 


more predominate over the Light, nor 
employ it thus unnaturally to contend 
againſt it ſelf : But the Light run- 
ning together-from all Parts, and ever 

where mingling with it ſelf, ſhall fora. 
low up all the Darkneſs and the Diviſi- 


on which hath ſprung out of it. 
But we have now only a glimmering 


Proſpect of this future Happineſs, it 1s 
impoſſible here to attain to a full View 


of the whole Face of Truth, which is 
great and glorious as God. All our pre- 


ſent Notions and Opinions are too nar- 
row, too contracted to take in thoſe in- 
numerable Rays and Beams of Divine 
Truth, which are every where ſcatter'd 


and diſpers'd among the Children of 


Light. Thou hait one little part of it 


in thy Notions and Opinions, thy Bro- 
ther another in his; inſtead of under- 


valuing his Share, it would become us 


much better to acknowledge the Short- 
neſs of our own; and to ſay of God 


with Job on another occaſion not much 


different, Job 26. 14. Lo theſe are parts of 
his Ways, but how little a Portion is heard 


Let us then ſeriouſly conſider how 


exceeding broad the Law of God is, and 
how ſcanty and ſhallow our Capacities 
are, Let us ſeriouſly conſider the Heights 
and Depths of Divine Truths, and the 


Short- 


„ 
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Shortneſs and Shallowneſs of our own Un- 
derſtanding. Let us ſeriouſly conſider 
. how impoffible it is for us to compre- 
bend the ſeveral Degrees and Growths of 
good Spirits. And let us take heed how 
we ihut any of Chriſt's little ones out of 
our Hearts; or think on the other hand, 
there is nothing beyond what we have 
attained. Let us not make our Meaſure 
the Standard to others. Let us not call 
our Rays, our Beams, our Glances of 
the Glory of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
that Kingdom it ſelf, which is never to 
Fo ſhaken, tho all our Notions of it may 
"op 55 
Wee have all the Name, the Notion 
of the Kingdom of God among us, and 
I hope ſome little of the Power ; bur 
alas, ſo beſmear'd with Darkneſs, Igno- 
Trance and Folly, that we have more 
Cauſe to be. humbled in our ſelves, than 
to be exalted above our Brethren. 'They 
that have moſt are moſt of all ſenſible 
of their own Poverty and Shortneſs: 
Sure I am, in our preſent Forwardneſs 
and Frowardneſs, we are ſo oppoſite to 
that Kingdom we pretend to wait for, 
that we have Cauſe to fear when it 
comes forth in Truth and Power, we 
ſhall not be able to ſtand: before it: 
Sure I am, we cannot, in the Spirit and 
Temper that the preſent eyen Reformed 
„ , GS oo 
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Had we a ſober and real Segſef of 
our on 'Vilenets and Unclea nneſs, and 


of che Purity and | Majeſty” of © that: 
Kingdom, we ſhould then hide our” 


ſelves in our own Shame, be always fea- 


dy to confeſs our own Darkneſs; 'but' 
ever afraid to condemn,' to contemn, and 
to caſt off our Brethren. O how undue” 
and unjuſt muſt thy Claim to that whole 
Kingdom be, from ſo little a Share as 


thou haſt of it? and how unreaſonable 


muſt thy Excluſion of thy Brother out of 


it be, when thou thy ſelf art, it may be, 
but looking towards it, at moſt But EA. 


tred into it. It is well if thou haſt truly 
ſet thy Face towards it, but if thou haſt 
got never ſo far into it, ſure Lam, An- 


ger and Wrath, Enmity and Contention, 


about Meats and Drinks, and Matters of 
the like Moment, are not the Argu- 


ments of that Kingdom; but Righteouſ- 


neſs, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
My Friends, it is impoſſible! for us to 
determine this is the higheſt, or hat is 
the loweſt State God can be in. There 


is nothing ſo high, but God is ſtill above 


| it. . There 15 nothing ſo low FR but God 
is ſtill beneath it 5 it doth not yet appear, 


ſaith St John, what we {hall be, ſo great 8 


and glorious is that Kingdom God hath 
prepared for us, and yet in its frf En- 


trance into us, it is compared by our Sa- 
viour to the af of Seeds. And how 
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teriorem guſtum, 
Taſt of it. And * to know, it, is to be 
in it. 'T here is alſo CY right Lang nage 
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8 hard. 15 it in i its firſt Growth to diſtin- 


it from Common Grace! > How 
a thing would Heaven be of What 


| 151 
all find it hereafter, if it were no 


ſw. than we can now comprehend ; 


and how few would ever come there, it 


no more were in the right and lafe 


WAY, thither, than we can allow to. be 


_ fo? It is well for us all, that we are all 


tata, known to God, than to our ſelves 
or to one another. 5 
How ignorant are we of Nature it 


ſelf in her moſt eigen rations, and 


much more in her moſt ſubtle and hid- 
den Energies? And how 1 0 leſs are 
we able to follow all the Tracts, the 


Steps, the Methods of Grace? It is God 
only who comprehends all the ways and 


Motions of the Spirits of his Children, 


and themſelves too in himſelf. 


I all the Saints now in Heaven ſhould 


drop. down into the midſt of us, and 
relate to us the Fruitions which their 


unveiled Souls have in the Boſom of an 
unveiled God, how little would the moſt | 
illuminated Souls amongſt us underſtand 
of their Diſcourſe? We muſt go up to 


that State above, to know what they 
enjoy. For the Glory of that State can 


only be. wo wc 777 anime tactum & in- 
an inward Touch or 


Which 


| 3th $1 Sy 
which is as difficult to us to underſtand, 
becauſe it is ſo much beneath us, we 
know not what to make of it; it is ſo 
broken, ſo confuſed, ſo imperfect, ſo full 
of Signs, and fo like the Gibberiſh of a 


little Infant. But God, who is the Father 
of it, underſtands what i it wouid haye, 
and knows what it only ſtrives to ſpeak, 
We are great Stran- 


but cannot expreſs. 
gers to our ſelves, and to one another : 


But God, who ſearcheth the Hearts, 
enge rr us all, and what is the mean- 


of his own Spirit in us, when we 


can but ſigh and groan. | 
To draw towards a Concluſion of this 
Queſtion : Let us then in all our Con- 


verſes with our different Brethren, allow 


ſtill for the ſevera] Ages and Growths of 


good Minds. Let us always remember, 


that every Truth is not {poken at once th 


every good Man; nor any Truth open- 


ed to "him in its full Glory at the firſt 


fight. But as Luther ſpeaks, we are en- 


lightned Beam by Beam. It is ſaid of ſome 


things our Saviour did, and which were 


done utito him, that his Diſciples un- 
derſtood them not at frf, but when 
Chriſt was Glorified, when he took a- 
way his Fleſhly Prefence, and came in 


more Spirit; then they were acquainted 


with them. What I do, faith, Chriſt to 


P rect John 13. 3. thou knoweſt not now, 


t thou . know hereafter, And. Jobs 
F 2 
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16. 12, 13. tells his Diſciples, he had yet 
p to ſay unto them, but they 
vl | could not bear them then, how be it when 
1 the Spirit of Truth would come, he 
f ſhould guide them into all Truth. When 
|| 8 St Paul was a little before-hand caught 
1 up into that World which is yet to 
come, the Text faith, 2 Cor 12. 4. that 
| he heard «ſpeakable Words which it is not 
| "8 lamful for a Man to utter, that could not, 
\ If that might not be ſpoken ; ſuch things 
þ that would no doubt have offended the 
beſt Men alive, if they had been then 
delivered. A 5 "TE 
.- - Good Souls have their ſeveral Orbs 
and Spheres of Spiritual Light and Lite. 
All below are comprehended by them 
above, and lie in their boſom ; but the 
lefſer Circle can by no means contain 
the greater; a Soul got no further than 
the firſt Heavens, cannot hear, cannot 
receive the Diſcoveries and Enjoy ments 
of one that is got into the Third Hea- 
vens. If a Truth be very Raiſed and 
Spiritual, it is not the Firſt Beam of 
Chriſt himſelf can ſhew us that Truth, 
and if I by my glimmering Light go a- 
bout to examine and Judge things ſpo- 
ken in a clearer Day than Mine, I ſhall 
be ſubject to many Miſtakes, and Dan- 
gers of rejecting the Truth, becaufe I do 
not underftand it. In my Father's Houſe, 
faith Chriſt, are many Manſions, it is bu 
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of his Houſe of Grace here below, as 
well as that of Glory above.  Behaye 


thy kelr thick orderly in God's Hblite, 


go not out of thy place to quarrel with 
thy: Fellow-Servant. The Talent is given 


to every one to work with, and not to 


ſit idle and trouble others, thou haſt e- 


nough to do with thy ſelf; why can'ſt 


thou not let thy Brother alone? He doth 
not diſturb thee in thy Enjoy ment: Pray 


be ſo civil as to let him quietly poſſeſs 
his own. Thou haſt never the leſs be- 
cauſe he hath ſome, becauſe he hath 


more. God hath given to both as pleaſ- 
eth him; and what he hath, and what 
thou haſt too, if you were in the true 


Union of one Spirit, it belongs to you 


Let every Chriſtian then ſay of his 


preſent State and Meaſure, this is my 
preſent Heaven, my preſent Manſion, 


here my-God doth lead me, here he diſ- 


penſeth himſelf to me, and here I will 


wait till T am called up higher ; and if 
another comes and ſpeaks ch 


to this, that as Chriſt in the Fleſh came 


to his own, and his own received him 
not, ſo alſo may Chriſt in the Spirit. 
Let us then inſtead of judging and cen- 
luring what we do not yet underſtand, 
my OT F z wes 


ings beyond. 
my preſent Underſtanding and Experi- 
ence, I will judge no Man's Light, Life 
and Liberty in the Lord : Being conſtant 


E. » 2 
be faithful to what we already know, 
let us anſwer. our prefent Light with 
a ſuitable Life; fo ſhall we grow. up, not 
only into all the Diſcoveries of Truth, 
Which are any where to be found amon 
our Brethren , but into Him alſo in af 
things Who is our Elder Brother, and 
our Head. Have we received any one 
Ray, any one Gleam of Spiritual Light 
into our Souls? Let us watch it, let us 
_ cheriſh it, let us walk according to the 
Direction and Inſtinct of it, and this 
Beam ſhall quickly, ſwiftly grow up in- 
to a, glorious Day in our Spirits; For 
the Path of the Righteous Man is as the 
ſhiniag Light, that ſhines more and more to 
PORN oO 
And as we cann6t comprehend the 
ſeveral Ages and Growths of good 
Minds, ſo neither do we know all the 
Imperfections that belong to a good 
Man, we cannot lay out the Minimum 
guad it of Grace, vis. If there be not fo 
much there is no Admiſſion into Hea- 
ven; nor the Maximum quod fit of Sin, 
that it is ſo great, ſo. high, it is unpar- 
donable. And thereſore we need be ve- 
ry wary, leaſt we condemn our ſelves 
in another Man's Perſon and Circum- 
ſtance as David did, 2 Sam. 12. 5. when 
the Prophet Nathan repreſented to him 
his own Sin in a Parable. Since then 
thou doſt not know how far thou _ 


IS 3 
ſelf may'ſt Fall by Temptation, it doth 


not become thee to be ſevere in thy 


poor Brother's Caſe. No Chriſtian pro- 
vides leſs for his own ſtanding, than he 


that is ſeverly Spirited toward his fallen 
Brother. And I doubt not but many 
a one hath been left to Fall ſignanter, fig- 
nally, upon this Account. While we are 
then in Danger our ſelves, let us not be 


too forward to cenſure others; let us 
be ſo far Gainers by our Temptations 
and Miſcarriages, to learn thereby more 


Charity and Compaſſion to our fallen 


Brother; let our own fad is — 5-5 


byaſs us to a Tenderneſs towards them. 
Sure I am, it is a becoming Frame of 
Heart for us to fear always with reſpect 


to our ſelves, but never to triumph o- 


ver our Brother. Did we ſee the Root 
of Darkneſs, Error, and Sin that is in 


our ſelves, we ſhould have little Lea- 


ſure, and leſs Diſpoſition to aggravate 


the Appearance or the reality of it in 
our Brother. Yea, the more humble, 
holy and Spiritual we are, the more meek 
1 tender ſhould we approve our ſelves 
to be in this Caſe; remembring ſtill tie 
Apoſtles Rule, Gal. 6. 1. Bret hren, if any 


Man be overtaken with 4 Fault, ye which 
are Spiritual reſtore ſuch a one in the Spirit 
of Meekneſs ; conſidering thy ſelf leſt thou 
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My Ffth Queſtion ſpall be taken from 
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wo 


4 


wr Df p ro were not form- 
in the, ſame Mould. We do not quar- 


tber, becauſe our Mzzas are not alike ? 


Whattoever, ſome have ſaid that all Souls 
are equal, yet Experience tells us, that 
there 15Sas great a_ Variety of Souls, as 
of other things: In ſome of which it may 
riſe from their ſetting out, in others from 
Education. Why then ſhould we be an- 
gry with one another, becauſe our Minds 
and Sentiments are not alike ? If it Were 
cone to that Pats in our preſent imper- 
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all Variety and Unity in it ſelf. 
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fect State, for my own part, I ſhould be 
weary of the World ; becauſe all Minds 
would then be an Unifon, and no 
Harmony, which would be a very dull - 


Buſineſs ; till we come to that perfect 
and univerſal Harmony which contains 


And we may here obſerve too, that 
Men differ more in Words, than they do 
in Thoughts; and in the Notions and Ex- 


plications of Things, more than they 


do in the Things themſelves. A great 


part of our Differences is in Words. Look 
abroad among thoſe Perſons, thoſe good 


People that ſeem moſt of all to differ from 


thee, and thou may'ſt ſee a great deal of 
Divine Truth in their Hearts and Lives, 


which thou canſt not find in their Heads. 
1 am perſwaded it we had Skill and 
Condeſcention enough to deſcend into 
{ome Chriſtians Hearts, we ſhould find 


them very knowing and excellent, how ] 
ever, we and they may differ in our Ex- 


plication of things. 


We have Wrong Ways of judging one 


another. We meaſure all things by an 


outward Appearance; by an outward Con- 
tormity to ſomething we have let up, 
and not by an Inward Principle and Pow- 


er. It is an excellent Scripture, that in 


Prov. 16. 2. All the ways of a Man are 


clean in his own Eyes, but the Lord weigh- 


eth the Spirits, We weigh Words and 
EM. > 7 hy Vs LY”; : 5 Phraſes, 
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Phraſes, Notions and Opinions, and the 
Outward Show of Things; but we know 
not how to weigh one anothers Spirits. 
I have ſomewhere met with a Story of 
2 blind Man, who could diſtinguiſh and 
judge of all Metals and Precious Stones 
- by weighing of them in his Hand. 1 
am perſwaded if we had thus learned to 
judge of Spiritual Things and Perſons, 
not by the Beauty of ſome outward Form 
and Appearance, or an Agreeableneſs to 
our own Notions and Opinions; but by 
the Weight of an Inward Principle, and 
the Power of a Divine Life; we ſhould 
diſcover a moſt harmonious Agreement 
in the Radical and Eſſential Principles of 
Divine Truth and Goodneſs, among thoſe 
who moſt of all ſeem to oppoſe one ano- 
ther in their Notions and Opinions. If 
we did but know how to get into, to 
open and interpret one another Souls; 
how to weigh not only Words and 
Phraſes but Spirits; we ſhould quickly 
find what hath been ſaid; that we dit- 
ter more in Words than in Thoughts, and 
more in our Notions of things than in 
things themſelves. | 


. Sir Kenhelm Digby, in his Treatiſe of 


Bodies, tells us of a Blind Man, that was 
ſo blind he could not diſcern any Light 
of a Candle, or the Sun: But yet he ſtill 
knew when any Light was let into the 
Room, by the Cheerfulneſs of his Spurs; 
W * 
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tho the Light did not affect his Eye, yet 
it reach'd his Spirits. Conſider, Reader, 
what Principle and Point of Chriſtianity, 
(how clearly and expreſly ſoever it hath 


been revealed to us in the Letter of the 


Scripture) hath been univerſally vue 


and explained alike by all good Men? 


Do we not every where fee thoſe very 
Perſons, who as we have Reaſon to 


judge, have entertained the fame Di- 


vine Truths in the Inward Power, Life, 


and Spirit of them, do yet diſcourſe, in- 


terpret and preach them in Notions, O- 


pions and Forms very different one 


from another? Do we not every where 
ſee good Men puzzling and contounding 
one another with their own Explanations 


of thoſe very things, in the Life and 
Power of which they are already agreed ? 


Have we not upon this Account, ſeen 
{ome of the beſt of Men ſuch Strangers 

to, and fo jealous of one another, that 

they have not been able to bear even 
the Preſence of one another? Do we 
not every where ſee Souls vitally quick- 
ned and informed; their Converſations 
beautified and adorned with the ſame 


Spiritual Truths; which yet by their 
Explications of them, they may ſeem 


to thee and me not to underſtand, yea 


Well 
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Well might the Apoſtle ay, 1 Cor. 4. 3. 
With me it is a ver) ſmall thing that I ſhould 
be judged of you or of Mans Judgment; yea, I 
Judge not my ſelf ; but he that judgeth me is 
the Lord. God only judgeth aright, he ſees 
through all thoſe Temptations which are 
ſtill aſſaulting, and too often foiling us; 
and through that Veil of Fleſh, which is 
{till making us walk unevenly. And he 

ſearcheth the Heart whether it be obe- 
dient, upright, and true to him. And 
he goes yet deeper into the ſecret Spirit 
of our Minds, and into the Principle it 
felf. And yet further and lower than 
all this, than our Spirits which at beſt 
may be weak and mixt; and at laſt 
judges according to the Seed of Election, 


the Seed of Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs 


upon us and ig us. And let me ask 
thee, thou that art quarreling with 
thy Brother for differing from thee, in 
ſome leſſer Matters; when God comes 
to look through all thy Veils of Duties, 
Ordinances and Profeſſion; and to try 
thy Heart, with what Spirit of Love, 
Obedience and Truth thou haſt been in 
thy Work; what is the Judgment thou 
would then ſtand to? Is it not that 
God would judge thee after all, accord- 
ing to his own Grace, according to the 
Name and Nature of Chrift written up- 
on thee, and in thee by his Eternal E- 
lection, according to the Book of 7 * 
98 19 | An 
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And why then wilt not thou have thy 


Brother alſo thus judged ? 


How do we in a Miſt of Confuſion 


{tumble at and fall foul upon one ano- 
ther, for want of this Skill, Love and 
Comprehenſion ? tor want of this right 
way of judging one another; not 0 an 
outward Appearance, an outward Con- 
formity to ſomething we ſet up; but an 


Inward Principle and Power? We know 
nothing unleſs we meet with it in our 
own Mode and Dreſs. We judge the 


outlide, but cannot ſearch the Heart, 
and much leſs can we judge Principles, 


for they lie deeper than the Heart, and 
are Chriſt himſelf and his Spirit quick- . 
ning and moving all his People in Ways 


we underſtand not. Who, though our 
Heart and our Fleſh fail, and our Faith 
allo many times, yet he abides the Root 
of all. Bleſſed be God, there is a Lite of 


his, hidden in the Heart of all his Chil- 


dren, which is fate not only from the 


Fury of Men and Devils; but from all 


the Judgings and Cenſurings of our Bre- 
thren : A Life hid with Chriſt in God. 
To conclude this Queſtion then, may 


there not be a great Difference in the 


Make of my Brother's Apprehenfions and 
mine ; and may not our other Differences, 


from this reaſon, lie more in Words than 
in Things? ö 


Con- 
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Conſider how the Angels do not ſai 
in the Service God hath appointed 
them to do for us, becauſe we cannot 
expreſs. our ſelves. congruouſly to them. 
Yea, God himſelf doth not deny our 

2 broken and ſhatter'd Services, 

becauſe, our Apprehenſions are infinitely 
ſhort of him. How much leſs then 

ought this Diſparity of Thoughts, to 
make any Difference between thoſe that 
are ſincere and honeſt hearted, and right 
and agreed in the main Deſigns of Re- 
ligion ? My Brother cannot be ſo uplike 

to me, as I am unlike to God. . 

_ And in the purſuit of this Queſtion, I 
might further ſay before I ſhut it up, 
We do not wholly {hght, and throw a- 

way thoſe. things which come out of 
the Hand of Natawre with ſome Weak- 
neſſes, and ImperteQions ; but we make 
uſe of Art to help, poliſh, and perfect 
Nature, where ſhe is imperfect. Why 
ſhould it not be fo in Grace? Why 
Thould not I by my Skill, if God hath 
given me any, rather endeavour to im- 
prove and poliſh my Brother, and leſ- 
ſen the Differences in his Apprehenſion 
and mine; and by Diſcourſe, and a mu- 
tual Underſtanding, try better to ſuit 
and proportion his Thoughts and my 
own; why ſhould not I do this rather, 
than build upon the Shortneſs and Im- 
perfections of Nature or Grace, Dy 
E N ſelf; 


 & . © 
{elf ; or others, to make a Foundation of 
Diviſion? 


Yea, before I leave this Queſtion T 


would alſo ſay ; may there not be a great 


Difference in the Conſtitution and Com- 


plexion of our Bodies; and may not from 
hence much of our Differences in this 
matter ariſe; and much more of the 
Warmth of them. Thou art no more to 


wonder that others are not of thy Mind, 
than that all have not the ſame Conſti- 
tution of Body. I would not be miſta- 
ken, Iam not confounding Religion, and 
the Temperament of the Body; nor ſub- 


jecting that which is the top Perfection 


of our Souls to a Corporeal Impreſſion; 
yet I ſay the Body doth get in, as well 
as our Reaſon, where it ſhould not; and 
hath ſome kind of Influence ar leaſt into 


the manner of our Conceptions and Ap- 
prehenſions, whilſt we are in this United 
State; and much more into the angry 
Management of them. Andif we exa- 
mine this Buſineſs ſtrictly, we ſhall find 


that many Miſcarriages among Brethren, 
are aſcribed to the Influences of God's 
Spirit, which are the Effects of our Conſti- 
tution, and a great deal of that which we 
call Zeal for God, will, I doubt be found. 


to be but our own Humour, Paſſion and 


Choler. Sure 1 am, there are Bodily In- 


firmitics to be conſidered and allowed for, 


MW. 
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in many of the Differences and Conteati- 
ons among good Perſons. LEN 


. Queſt. VI. 

My Sixth Queſtion ſhall be taken from 
the vaſt Inequality between the things 
wherein we dffer from one another, and 
thoſe wherein we are agreed ; and it ſhall 
„ 3 10 
Tell me who can, Why ſhoald a plain, 
an expreſs, an undoubted, undenyable, ever- 
laſting, and eternal Truth, Duty, Beauty and 
Perfection be ſuſpended, 1 of Diffe- 
rence in Matters dark, doubtful, uncertain, 
and at 'beſt circumſtantial, temporary, and 
mer: 5 
It is true, we are to reject no Truth 
of God. For every Truth is a Ray and 
Beam of God himſelf; and God is no 
Where little, no where to be neglected. 
We refuſe not the King's Coin, although . 
it de never ſo little a Piece; his Stamp 
gives it {ome intrinſecal and more Cur- 
rent Value. Nor is the Simile improper 
to our preſent Caſe; for we cannot wave 
the leaſt Truth; but we refuſe our Pro- 
Ft as well as our Daty. For every Truth 
turns to ſome Account or other; and 1s 
at leaſt an Ornament, if not Food to the 
ind. But if every Truth is to be ad- 
mitted, then certainly the plaineſt, the 
cleareſt, the greateſt, and the weightieſt 
e Zo „ "T 
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Truth ought to take Place and be pre- 
F 3 . 
Now the things wherein we differ 
are moſt of them obſcure, intricate, and 
ſuch things as have ſufficient means of 
Union and Determination. Matters of 
doubtful Diſputation: Such things in 
which it is much better for a Man to 
have Knowledge, than Opinion. For in 
Knowledge a Man hath the good of 
both ſides, without running the Hazard 
22 Cßöä .ſV u / RSS OE 
In Kyowledge a Man may know both 
ways, Without any harm. But thou 
canſt not be in an Opinion, without 
running ſome Hazard. In Knowledge 
thou haſt all the good and advantage of 
an Opinion, but Opinion hath ſome Ha- 
zard attending it. 0 
In Matters of Uncertainty, it is ſafer 

to be an Ingenuous Purſuer after Truth, 
with Indifferency of Judgment and Af- 
icction, than to be in an Opinion before 
due Enquiry and full Satistaction. If a 
thing cannot be determined, it is better 
in that caſe, to think our {elves no body, 
than by Affecting it, to be thought ſome 
body. For on the one fide thou wilt not 
be in an Indiſpoſition to receive Truth 
when God ſhall make it appear; but 
on the other fide, thou may'ſt, e' er thou 
art aware, be Superſtitious: As charging 
> I thy 


6 
thy {elf where God hath not charged 
thee; or lay ing more Streſs on a thing 
than 1t will bear, which is the true No- 
tion of Superſtition, 

The Matters wherein we differ, are 
many of them things of which a Man 
may, with Innocency and ay be ig- 
norant. Either they are not at all reveal- 
ed, or not fo clearly, but wiſe and ho- 
neſt Men may be of different Opinions 
„ 
Or elſe they are Matters oſ meer Spe- 
culation, curious, and dark, and ſuch 
things as God hath leſt in the Clouds. 


Or they are many of them things un- 


necefary and unprofitable, and which 
may be ſpar'd without any danger to 
true Religion : Yea, ſuch things as may 
very fitly be called the Sackers of Religi- 

on, dry, dejune, husky Notions, Opini- 
ons and Fancies, and barren Forms; 
which are ſo far from Feeding, that they 
Eat up the Heart and Life of all real Re. 


ligion. Fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions, 


as the Apoſtle calls them ; comparative- 

ly but rifles; fuch things as, in a great 
meaſure, we at this day owe aur pre- 

{ent Leanneſs of Soul unto.” _ 


Or they are things of les Moment 


and Conſequence, the Externals and Cir- 
cumſtantials, not the Eſſentials of Reli- 

gion. Things not of the n 
/)%%%%%%%%%%%%%d%é%df 8 
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but extrinſecal to ſaving Faith and a 
Holy Lite : FT 
Or they are things, many of them, of 
a Nature perfectly Indiſferent, neither 
good nor evil; but according to the Spi- 
rit and Intention which acteth them. 
And when they are Impoſed, they are 
unjuſtly made ' Neceſſary to Commu- 
mon. 5 ; 

Or they are things in which the Af. 
firmative and the Negative, may be 
bath innocent, Things which may in 
' &tramque partem, on either Part, be be- 

lieved or diſputed, . 


8 Or they are matters of humane Intereſt 
and Worldly Deſigns. Things in which 
not God, but our ſelves, yea, the worſt 
4 part of our ſelves, are concerned, 


N Or perhaps when all comes to all, 

| they are Fancies, Notions, and Opinions; 

L id have no Exiftence any where but in 

") | aurown Imaginations, and ceaſe to be, 

as qften as the Sticklers for them drop 

aſleep, or give over thinking. _—_ 
Or they are Matters of Inference, which 

re. is nat always regular and honeſt. Or at 

|} beſt they are not things neceſſary to our 

ent Preſent or future Happineſs. For to fome 

<. | of theſe Heads, maſt of the Diſputes 


Me 7 | | 

vn that divide us, may be reduced. 
tion F 1 
bur 8 455 Sis - Lea, 
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Vea, laſtly, The Opinions and Forms 
of Religion which divide us, are Change- 
ale, Temporary, Tranſient, and Periſhing 
Things. 

For Opinion, L think it no Affront to 
any Man's Opinion, to tell kim, how 
fond ſoever he is of it now, that it muſl 
die. For all the trueſt and beſt Noti- 
ons we. can have of Spiritual Truths 
and Things here below, are to be done 

ama when we arrive at that State a- 
bove. So the Apottle expreſly tells us, 
1 Cor. 13. 9. 10. Where having ſaid we 
know but in part, and propheſy but 
in part; he adds when that Which is 
perfect is come, then that which is iz part 


* ſhall be aboliſbed: We ſhall then loſe all 


our preſent beſt Notions and Opinions 
of Spiritual things, not in a Blackneſs of 
Darkneſs and Death, violently breaking 
in upon, and overſpreäding them; but 
in a Brightneſs of unmixt and Eternal 
Light, ariſing upon them, and compre- 
hending them in it ſelf. They {hall all 
then be blotted out; not as Water 
quenches Fire; but after ſuch a manner 
as the Beams of the Sun do put it out 
by drawing up the finer and fiery: parts 
into themtelves; they ſhall then be put 
out, not as a Candle is by the Extin- 
guiſher, but as the Darkneſſes and Sha- 
dows of the Night, are ſwallowed PP 
8 y 
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by. the Light of the Morning; or rather: 5 


as the ſeveral Colours of Light in the 


firſt dawning of the Day, are afterwatds: 
drunk up in the pure and perfect Light 
of an encreaſing Day. It is as yet but 
a Morning Light with the molt enlight-, 


4 O 
| ned Souls here on Earth. 


Light, you know, appears to us in Va- 


and pure Light; ſuch are the Diſcove- 


0 ſpringing, all our Notions and Opinions 
all of them, are as ſo many colours of Light, 
5 growing clearer and clearer unto a Noon 
; of | 


= ſhort diſproportioned Notions and Opini- 
nal ons break up into a Light which hath no- 
pre. thing of privation, mixture, impefection, 


more {tint or fix our Senſe of I hings 


G 3 — growth, 


hd 


In che firſt breaking of the Day, ths 


riery of Colours one after. another, till 
at laſt as che day comes on, all theſe 
Colours are changed into an unſtain'd 


ries of Spiritual things to our Under- 
itanding : While our true Day is yet bur 


day brightneſs. Now all theſe colours 
NS I vaniſh, now all our miſtaken, dark, mix'd, 


or ſhadow in it: But till then it is im- 
poſſible for us to have ſuch Notions and 
Opinions of Spiritual Truths and Things 
as can admit of no change or improve- 

ment. We are here in a growing tra- 
velling State; and while are ſo, Motion 

is better chan Reſt. We can now no 


than we can hinder and ſtop our 1 ; 


ſelf; and thy preſent Notions of things. 


2 8 
growth, or keep Day out of the World 
When the Sun riſeth, or hinder its pro- 
greſs to a Noon-day Glory, when it is 
up. It is here not our Reproach, but 
our Praiſe to be ſtill changing our Minds, 
to be ſtill transformed from Glory to 
Glory in the renewing of them, that 
we may prove what the good and ac- 
ceptable and perfect Will of God is. To 
change for Improvement, to alter our 
Minds for the Fetter, is not our Incon- 
ftancy, but our Vertue. This is only to 
change, as all things do when they in- 
creaſe. Nothing ſpeaks us more rooted, 
fixed and eſtabliſhed, than ſuch a Change 
or rather Growth. Thou art not it may 
be, of the ſame Mind this inſtant, thou 
wert in a few days paſt, neither doſt 
thou know what Mind thou ſhalt have 
to morrow. The Spirit of Man changes 
Opinion every Moment, and what one 
meaſure of reaſon hath brought in this 
Hour, a ſtronger may carry out the next; 
nor will the good Spirit, if thou art 
acted by it, ſuffer thee to reſt in thy 
preſent Light , and much leſs to Reſt in 
thy remaining Darkxeſs. Thou art not 
yet ſo knowing, ſo good, as thou ſhouldſt 
bi ; if thou canſt be fatisfed with thy 


Art not thou waiting for Chriſt to touch 
thine Eyes a fecond time? Doſt thou not 
Se 3 "aj | 4 5 Jo pray 


Heb. 12. 26. 


(71) 
pray for his Spirit to lead thee into af 
Truths? Canſt thou be content to loſe 
thy Share in the Riches of that Glory 


thou art get a Stranger to? And it thou 


thinkeſt that thou underſtandeſt all My- 


ſteries, and haſt all Knowledge, yet fure 
T am, all that thou canſt attain to here 
below, is but a little part of what is yet 
to come, and will be done away when 


that which is Perfect appears. Why 
then doſt tliou lay ſo great a Streſs up- 
on thoſe Opinions which thou hadſt not 
the other day, which thou mayſt loſe 
to morrow, and which are finally to be 
ſwallowed up? and why art thou ſo 


fond of them to the prejudice of that 


Love and Charity, without which thou 


art with all thy Knowledge nothing. 


And then, as for the, outward Forms 


of Religion how {ſignificant ſoever they 
are, as Jeſus Chriit brings forth himſelt 


in them, and through them; yet I might 
ſhew you they are in themſelves Worldly 
Rudiments, and periſh in the uſing of them. 
They are part of that Scheme that paſ- 


ſeth away, of that Frame of things which 


is to be diſſolved, when God comes to 


ſhake, not the Earth only, but the Hea- 
vens alſo; and to bring forth the things 


that cannot be ſhaken, as the Apoltle ſpeaks 
The outward Forms of 
Religion, are at moſt, but the Scaffold 
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to the Divine Love, from God to us, and 
from us to God, to,all the Children of 
God; yea to all our Fel! ow-Creatures ; 
and ſo are to wait upon chat, and not the 
Building upon it. 

But now on che other Hand, Lave 1s 

a. plain, clear, expreſs, lalling Eternal 
Duty and Pertection, 2 


I. Love is a plain, expreſs Duty, a plain, 


_ expreſs, undoubted, undeniable Duty 


and Perfection. There is no Duty more 
expreſly and abſolutely laid down, more 
ſtrongly founded in Scripture, than this 
of Brotherly Love. Let us turn here to 
two or three Scriptures to this purpoſe. 
My firſt is. Heb. 13. 1. where it is ab- 
ſolutély ſaid, without any Dittinction, 
Limitation or Relerye. Let Brother- 
Love continue. This is a Rule with- 
out any Exception. No Caſe what- 
ſoever muſt contradict it. We mult 
look. upon it as a; thing indiſpenſable. 
There is not a greater Aſſurance of a- 
ny Truth, than we have for. this in 
our Bibles; and yet no Truth hangs 
looſer about Chrittians in their Practice 
und in their judgment too, than this. 
What a Shame 48 it to {ee Chriſtians 
ſo jealous, carneſt and preſſing in doubt- 
ful And. uncertain a things, but ſo remils 
in 


I 
in a matter ſo plain, clear and ſure as 
{| IT . . 
My ſecond Scripture is that Markr2. 
30. where our Saviour being asked by 
one of the Scribes, which was the firit 
Commandment of all; our Lord an- 

ſwers him, the firſt of all the Com- 
mandments is, Hear, O Iirael,- the Lord 

our God is one Lord, and thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all ih Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, and mith all thy 
Mind, and with all thy Strength. This is 
the fir ſt Commandment: And the ſecond is 


| like; Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy 


| ſelf ; there is none other Commandment great. 
er than this, Our Lord makes theſe the 
a firſt and greateſt Commandments; the 
b Sum of all Religion, to love God with 
- our whole {elves ; and our Neighbour as 
- our ſelves. 7 MIRA avte 
- Af you ask me, who is this Neighbour 
t | we are to love as our ſelves? you. have 
A an Anſwer in Lale 10. where our Savi- 
* our being asked this very Queſtion, of- 
in fers an cxcellent Parable, and therein 


gives a full Anſwer to it; and the An- 
ſtwer hath the greater Force in it to our 
preſent purpoſe, becauſe we find it con- 
nected by our Saviour himſelf with this 
very Commandment to love our Neigh- 

bour as our ſelves. 75 


1 

A certain Man, ſaith he, at Verſe 20. 
went aown from Feruſalem to Jericho; and 
fell among Thieves, which ſtript him of his 
Raiment, and wounded him, and departed 
leading him half Dead: And by chance there 
came by a certain Prieſt that way, and when 
he ſaw him he paſſed by on the other ſide : 
And likewiſe 4a Levite, which when he was at 
the Place, and looked on him, paſſed by o 
the other ſide. But à certain Samaritan, 
4 he jourmed, came where he was, and 
when he ſaw him, he had Compaſſion on him. 
And went to him and bound up his Wonnds, 
pouring in Oyl and Wine, and ſet him on 
his own Beaſt, and brought him to an Inn 
and took Care of him, &c. Which now 
of theſe faith Chriſt to the Lawyer, think- 
eſt thou, was Neighbour to him that 
fell among Theives? And he ſaid, he 
that ſhewed Mercy on lim. Then faid 
Jeſus Go and do likewiſe, Beſides the 
excellent Spiritual Senſe, which is gt 
ven us of this Scripture, ſhewing the 
Inſufficiency of the Law to recover fallen 
Man, our Saviour here tells us, that 
Neighbourhood is as large as Mankind, 
as Human Nature it ſelf. That every 
Spirit, Perſon and Creature, that lives, 
moves and hath Being in God, within 
the encompaſſing, upon the Ground and 
Root of the Divine Being, is our Neigh- 
bour, our Brother, another Self, as - 
GR = Set 
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Self to our Selves: The Object of our 


Care and Love; of an Heavenly and In- 
corruptible Love. That we are not to 
confine and reſtrain that Love within 
the narrow Bounds of our own Country 
and Town; nor within the narrower 
Compaſs and Pale of our own Church, 
Profeſſion and Perſwaſion ; which ought 
to be Univerſal. That our Love to Al, 


is not as we are apt to think, our Cha- 
rity 2 but our Duty: Not only an 
Expreſſi 

ſtice: Not the making, but the paying of 


on of our Mindneſs, but our Ju- 


an Obugation. That the true Divine 


Love is as extenſive as the World it 


ſelf, and holds the World in its Arms, 


_ comprehending all things with the 


ſtricteſt and tendereſt Embraces in it ſelf; 


as one ſelf with it ſelf: Which is the ge- 


nuine Senſe of that Expreſſion the Apo- 
ſtles gives concerning this Love, 1 Cor. 13. 
7. where he faith of it, that it beareth or 
ſuſtaineth all things, viz. It contains and 
comprehends all things. For tho we 
read the Word love bears all things, yet 

that is a remote Senſe of the Greek 
Word, as ſome have obſerved ; and be- 
ſides it makes the laſt part of the Verſe 
a Tautology, a vain Repetition, where 
we are again told it ſuffers al things, 
All this is plainly the Literal Senſe of 
this Parable; and teacheth us *. our 
8 | 3 ove. 


Frichd ; when 
to us by Habitation, and is neareſt to 
us in an out ward Form and Mode ot Re- 


ſo to others, it is becauſe they are not 


(.76) 


| Love ought to be as comprehenſive as 


the whole World ; that all Being is the 
Ob ect of our Love, as well as of our 


Underſtanding. That N cighbourhood is 
not to be limited, and determined by 


the Vicinity of our Habitations, nor by 


aur Relation to one another, FN Church- 
Members; but by the Tie of Humanity. 


For the poor Samaritan here proves a 
generous, affectionate Neighbour, Bro- 


ther and Friend to a Jew, when he lay 


wounded dying, and neglected by thoſe 
who were .neareſt to him, and moſt e- 
ſteemed by him: When both the Prieſt 


and Levite, who were of the fame Na- 


tion, of the fame Form of Religion, and 


Teachers in it, paſſed by him, as he od 


Robb'd, Wounded, and Dying, and took 


no Notice, no Care of him; then the Sa. 
Haritan pours Wine and Oyl into his 


Wounds, with tender Care, at his own 


7 brings him back to Life and 


So that in our Lord's Sence, a 
de both to 8 and Religion, 
y be our Neighbour, our Brother, our 

. that lives next Door 


ligion, may not be ſo. 
This ſeems to me to be the . 
Sence of this Parable, and if it do not 
10 


— 
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ſo quick. ſighted and ingenuous as the 
Lawyer here was; who when our Sa- 
viour, at the cloſe of the Parable, ask'd 


him who was the poor Man's Neigh- 
bour, he readily anſwered, He that fhew- 
ed Mercy on him, Verſe 37. In ſhort, the 


Literal Scope of this Parable is to inſtruct 
us, that our Neighbour is all Mankind, 


and that T am to love my Neighbour, 


that is, every other Perſon as my fel, 
with that Divine Love, in whoſe Flame 
I facrifice my. ſelf and all things to God, 
to receive my ſelf again, and all things, 


together with my ſelf, in a more excel» 
lent and durable Form. eee had 

Thou art firſt to love God with thy 
whole ſelf. And then to love thy Netgh- 
bonr as thy felt. Be thou thy ſelf in thy 
whole Perſon a Sacrifice of a whole Burnt- 


Offering, aſcending in a Sacred Flame of 


Heavenly Love up to God, the Univerſal 
and Eternal Beauty, As the Zeal of the 
Houle of God, which Zeal, as one ſpeaks, 
as Love flaming, did eat up Davia and 
Chriſt, ſo let this Heavenly Love of 
the Divine Beauty (which is, the Beauty 
it felf deſcending in a pure and ſweet 
Flame upon thee) by conſuming thee, 
convert thee into one Spiritual Flame with 
it ſel, Now Love thou no where but 
where thou Liveſt; in thy Beloved. Let 


thyBeloved alone now Live in thee. When 


thou 
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thou haſt thus loft thy ſelf, by an Hea- 
venly Love in thy Beloved in thy God: 
When thou haſt by the ſacred and ſweet 
Myitery of this Love, found thy Be- 
loved, thy God in the place of thy {elf ; 
then love thy Nerghbour as thy ſelf. Love 
thy God in thy Neighbour. Let this 
Neigbourhood of Divine Love be large 
as the God of Love himſelf is. Let e- 
very thing that lives, and moves, and 
hath its being in God, be another Self 
to thee: Be that Neighbour thou art to 
love as thy ſelf, O ſweet and Blefled 
Neighbourhood, in which thy God, thy 
ſelf, thy Neighbour, all things dwell all 
together in one Divine Lovelineſs and 
Love, by dwelling all together in God 
But whither do I run? Thither, whi- 
whither, if I were able, I would carry all 
the World with me. Into that Fountain 
of Love, from whence alone we can be 
enabled to underſtand, and to practice 
this Univerſal Love. a 
That which I would urge from al! 
this, is this; that our Lord who beſt 


knew how, to ſtate matters, makes this 


the Sum of all Religion, to love God 
with our whole ſelves, and to love our 


Neighbour as our ſelves. It is plain 


from this Scripture chat. in our Lords 
Opinion, Love is no Circumſtance ol 
Religion, but Religion /e/f. He calls 

Eh . | Love 


. f £542 : 
Love the ns of the Law: And I 
may add of the Goſpel! too. It is all the 

Duties, Graces and Beauties both of 
the Law and of the Goſpel too in one. 

It is again plain from Scripture, that 

if Neighbourhood reach ſo far, it much 
more takes in all our Brethren, Rom. 13. 
8. as Paul interprets this Neighbour to 
be every other Perſon. He that loveth 
another hath fulfilled the Law. Surely 
then it cannot leave out any Brother. 
f How exceeding ſhort are we now of 
; anſwering this Command of Chriſt, which 
requires us to look upon all Men as our 
1 Neighbours, and to love them as our 
very ſelves, while we cannot love our 
i I Chriſtian Brother? Shall we at once 
U- 
all 
ain 
be 
ICE 


break all the Commands of God, to 

gratify any particular Opinion or Hu- 

mour, to the prejudice of this Love? 
Another Scripture is that in Johz 13. 34. 


A new Commmanament I give unto you, 


faith Chriſt to his Diſciples, that you love 


F one another as I have loved jou, that you 
4% % love one another; By this ſhall all Men 


I. Coro 
God This is the great Command of Chriſt, 


that we love one another. This is the 


FRO Proof we are to make to all Men, that 
- owe are the Diſciples of Chriſt. A nem 


calls Commandment, not ſo as if it were ne- 
Love = Ne, 


. 


ver e "Fox you have it, Levit. 19.18. 
Thou jhalt not. bear any. Gruge af the 
Children of. thy People; but thou ſhalt love 
thy Neiohbour as t Y ſelf. Jam the Lord. 
It is then ano/d aid new Commandment, 
as St John tells us, 1 John 2. 7, 8, 9, 10. 


Brethren I write 10 uem Commandment to you. 


He that faith he i is in the Light, and hateth 


His Brot her, is in Darkneſs even until now. 
He that loveth bis Brother abideth in the 
Light, dec. 


I is | then a new Commmandment : 


ws 15 For the Excelling. of it. So, nem is 
taken i in See 


II. 155 is a new Commandiiens, as all 


Evangelical things arencw, vis. more Spi- 


ritual. No ot in the Types and FR 


III. It is new becauſe propounded, on a 
nem Ground. God's Goodneſs in ſending 
bis Son, and Chriſt's Good-will in com- 
ing on the great Errand and Embaſſy of 
Love from "his Father. New, derade it 


is expounded in the Goſpel in a new 


manner, preſt more plainly, and with 
new Arguments, and urged by a new 


; e of our Lord and Maſter. 
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V. It i is new, as EY in a new de. 


gree of . Love ; even to the laying down of s 
our Lives for one another. John 15. 12. 


This is my Commandment that ye love one 


another as I have loved you. Greater Love” 


hath no Man, than this, that a Man 4 
down his Life "for his Friend, -And x ok 
3.16. hereby dee we the Love of 
becauſe he laid down his Life f. or us, and. — 
yer to lay down our Live, for the Brethrey. 


As the Caſe may be, a Chriſtian would 


gladly ſacrifice his Life for the Church of 


God: As we know the Apoſtles were rea- 


dy to do, and ſo have many ſince. 


. Wi becauſe a new Fodndation is 
laid, which is the Union of all Criſtians, 
as Members of one and the ſame Body, 
which hath Chriſt for its Head, and 
which Body is Chriſt: Called Chrif * f 


Hes 1 Cor. 12. 12. 


VI. New becauſe as is Chriſt's prey 
liar and proper Badge and Character. 


John 13. 35. by this | all Men know you are 


my Diſciples, if ye * one another. 1 Joh. 
5 23. This is his Commanament, that me 


elieve on the Name of his Son Jeſus CP) 2 


and lobe one another as he gave us C 
mandment. This is the 4 
Character 5 the an of Chr, 
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do in vain pretend to love him, that 
want Bowels of Love to all his Mem- 
bers, who rend and tear thoſe for whom 
he Tied. Who lives in thoſe we do not 
vouchſafe to love. It was a common Ob- 
ſervation in former Times, how do theſe 
Chriſtians love one another, ſo that they 
are ready to die for one another ? Their 
Love aroſe ſo high, as it was ſaid of 
them, they had all thing s common but 
their Wives; they had one common 
Rock, to the Intent and Purpoſe of a joint 
Supply. What, as one ſpeaks, would 

thoſe Chriſtians * if they ſaw our 
Times. | 


VII. New becauſe it commands a Love 
that is not common among Men: Not a 
Love of Conſanguinity, nor a Love of 
Gratitude, nor a Love of Intereſt, and 
thelike; but of the ſpecial Love of Chri- 
ſtians among themſelves as ſuch. Called 
1 Theſ. 4. 9. Brotherly ei and which i is 
ſaid to extend to all. 


Laſth, New becauſe the 1 DE” WT 
of Chit, and the moſt laſting one, as 
we call the laſt Days, Tempora noviſſima, 
the neweſt Days; and Death, Judgment, 

Heaven and Hell, uatuor eulen the 
os Laft or * 8 . 


” his 


mY 


This was our Saviour's dying Charge, 
as you may fee John 13. 1. When Jeſus 
knew that his Hour was come, and. that he 
ſhould depart out of this World unto the 
Father, then it was he gave this Command- 
nent, this new Commandment, that we 
ſhould love one another as he hath loved 
his was our Savionr's parting and dy- 
ing Command, and is given forth to us, 
juk before he went to die for us. The 
Dying Words of a Friend have more than 
an ordinary weight with.us. Shall nor 
the Dying Words of a Saviour have 
much more ſo, and when he was about 
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Again, Love is a /afting and eternal Pu- 

ty, Beauty and Perfection, 1 Cor. 13. 8. The 
Apoſtle tells us, that Charity never faileth, 
but whether there be Prophecies they ſhall 
fail: Whether there be Tongues they {hall 
ceaſe: Whether there be Kpowledge it 
{ſhall vaniſh away: And in the laſt Verſe 
of. that Chapter he l nom abiaeth 
Faith hope and Charity, Theſe three; m 
the greateſt of theſe is Charity.” 
That Love, that Charity, which ſuf- 


fererh long and is kind, which envieth = 


not, which vaunteth not it felt, which is 
not puffed up, which doth not behave 
it ſelf unſeemly, which ſeeketh not her 

5 LL . 
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own, is not eaſily provoked, and think- 
eth no Evil; that Charity which rejoices 
not in Iniquity but in the Truth; that 
Charity which bears all things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, and endu- 
reth all things, this Charity never fail- 
eth; all other things ſhall ceaſe: But we 
take Love along with us to Heaven, We 
might indeed as well ſtay here Below, as 
go up into that State Above without 
Love: For it is the Heavenly Eye and 
Ear, and Taſte and Feeling of the Soul. 
It is that Divine Senſe of the Soul by 
which it takes in the Bleſſedneſs of Hea- 
ven. It is the Heavenly Principle, Fa- 
culty and Power, by which we are to 
converſe with all the Glories of the 
World above. It is that which enables 
us to a happy Eternity. As Senſe is ſuit- 
ed and proportioned to ſenſible things, 
and Ny eo to Rational; ſo Love is, as 
I may fay, the Proportion of the Soul 
to God, and to all Divine things. It is 
the Capacity we carry with us to Hea- 
ven, to taſt and reliſh all the Joys and 
"Gone Of that State |» 547-5 
Love is that which conſtitutes Heaven, 
Which makes Heaven. It is the Form, 
the Matter, and all of Heaven. It is not 
the Heavenly Faculty; but the Heaven- 
ly Act and Enjoyment too. It is the 
higheſt Perfection and Pleaſure . an 
5 7777. es 


Soul. It is the Glorifyed Act of the | 
Soul, the Vital Ac of the Soul in Glo- WW 
; 4 The Soul is now all Love. This is | 
he Perfection, the end of all other Acts; 
they are all ſubordinate and ſubſervient. 
When Love is perfected, all the Diſpen- 
ſations of God to us, are accompliſhed, 
and we are compleatly ſaved. Tell me 
now, why ſhould an obſcure, dark, in- 
tricate, curious, unneceſſary, uncertain, 
fading Notion and Opinion, be appli- 
ed to the Prejudice of that Charity, 
which ſhall never fail. All our Notions 
and Opinions, as hath been faid, are 
_ changeable, temporary, tranſient and pe- 
riſhing things ; they paſs away and con- 
| fute themſelves, while we are contending 
for them: But Love is a perpetual, laſt- 
ing, perfect, and an Eternal Duty, Beau- 
ty and Perfection. This ſhall remain 
when all our Notions and Opinions, of 
one ſort or other, ſhall for ever ceaſe to 
be: Shall either, if they be falſe, fink 
p down into their firſt Nothingnels, . out 
| of which they ſprung; or if they be 
right, riſe up into, and wholly loſe 
themſelves in their Original Light, 
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laſt, and the laſt ſhall be firſt, 


If a Man's Face be ſet towards God, 
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My Seventh Queſtion. ſhall be taken 


from the Regard which is to be had to 


every the leaſt degree of Goodneſs, and 
iets... 
Milt thou not take Pleaſure in him that 


is better than he was, and 4 good May, alto 
he is noi fo Enowing as thy ſelf, and come 


S 


ap to thee? The firſt Diſp ix bf he 


Soul to God, is of God. and he will per- 


fect his own Work. Thy Brother hath 
begun to ſet out well, and hath follow- 
ed thee in many things, altlio, it may be, 
thou haſt gotten the Start ot him. Have 
a little Patience, and he may Overtake 
thee : Yea, he will quickly leave thee be- 
hind, if thou ſpend thy Time in unpro- 
fitable Queſtions and Wranglings. For it 
is in ſeveral Senſes true, rhe. firft ſhall be 


It is a fad Miſcarriage in us to diſ- 
countenance and diſcourage a Comer on. 


guide him in the way, if thou canſt; 
but however do not give him an Occaſi- 
on of Stumbling in it. This is to be 
like Chriſt; zor to break the Bruiſed Reea, 
nor to quench the Smoaking Flax, who ga- 
thert the Lambs in iis Arms, and carries 

IE 7 55 them 
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the Kees, then to the Loins, and at laſt they 
were 4 great River that he could not paſs 


- 
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them in his Boſom, and leads thoſe that are 


with you 


. : Re N 21 rs ro 
Thy 338 is not come up to thy 
Light: But he hath begun well, and is 


coming on as faſt as God giveth the In- 
creaſe. ' It is with the Soul in the pur- 


fuit after Truth, as it was with the 
Prophet in the Viſion of the holy Wa- 
ters, Exel. 47. 3, 4, 5. at the firſt mea- 
ſuring they were up to the Ankles, then ta 


over, Waters to ſmim in, and a River that 
could not be 77 ed over. God in the Dif 
coveries of hi 

that one thing may not overthrow, but 
build up, and perfect another. How 


dark art thou to the Light of others a- 


bove thee? and how unacquainted with 


their Life? We are called Children of the 
Day. A double Metaphor to make out 


the ſeveral Growths and Meaſures of 
Light. Thy Brother is a Child of the 
Day, it is Break f Day with his Soul: 
And God is enlightening him Beam by 
Beam, as Luther {peaks of himſelf. The 
Light is ſhining brighter and brighter 
in him to perfect Day. He is a Lover 


of God; and as it is ſaid, Judges 5. 31. 
He ſhall be as the Sun when he goeth forth 


in bis Might, 


mſelf goes our Pace; ſo 


— 
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Thy Brother is not as thou would have 


him; but he is a good Man. There is 
ſomething in him thou doſt not like; 


but is there nothing thou doſt? There 


z, ſometbing thou thinkeſt Evil, but is 


nothing Good ? He is in ſome few things 


1 miſtaken; but thou canſt not 


tay but he is right in others. Muſt the 
Good be thrown away with the Bad? 
_ What then wall become of thee, if God 


ſhould uſe thee thus? Why ſhould not 


every one of us give to each other, the 
fame Meaſure and Allowance which 
God afford to all? He conſiders our 
Make, and remembers that we are but 
Duſt ; that we are poor Fallible, ſhadowy 
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Creatures, made up of Darkneſs as well 


as Light, of Not Being as well as Being, 
liable to Temptations 3 conſiſting of Fleſh, 


as well as Spirit; and fo expoled to con- 
trary Appetites. And altho we are not 


all of a Piece, yet he doth not reject us. 
With what Tenderneſs doth our Saviour 
_ excuſe his Diſciples for ſleeping, at a time 
one would have thought it were impoſ- 
ſible for them not to be awake? The 
Spirit ſaith. he is willing, but the Fleſh is 
weak, If there be any good thing in us 


That he takes notice of, and cheriſheth 


it; he doth not, as was faijd before, 
break the Bruiſed Reed, nor quench the 
Smoaking Flax, till he bring forth Judg- 


ment 
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ment unto Victory; he gathers up the 
Fragments, and taketh Care that no- 
thing be loſt. Oh! how little of this 


Spirit is to be found among us? Thou 
canſt not but own a Change in thy Bro- 


ther; although he is not yet as thou 
wouldſt have him. He proteſſeth Faith 


in Jeſus Chriſt, and Repentance from 


Dead Works, he believes in Chriſt, and 
departs from Evil, altho he cannot un- 
derſtand, and cloſe with many of thy 
Notions, nor ſubmit to thy Form. He 
is better than he was, altho not, it may 


be ſo good as he ſhould be. Nor, ſure 


I am, art thou thy ſelf. Is not Light 


and Darkneſs, Good and Evil, every 
where mingled, and ſcattered togecher 


in thy ſelf, as well as in thy Brother? 
Thou ſpyeſt Faults in him, canſt thou 
ſee none in thy ſelf? He hath his Mi- 
ſtakes, art thou without them? Let us 


then acknowledge the Evil that is in our 


ſelves, and own the Good that is in our 
Brother. Let us bemoan our on Dark- 
neſs, and rejoice in our Brother's Light. 


This is the right Spirit of the Goſpel; 


but alaſs how far are we from it. We 
are hiding, covering, excuſing, denying, 
or which is worſe, it may be, deſending 


the Evil that is in our ſelves, and in our 


own Parties; and owning, challenging 
and magnifying the Good, But we ſhut 
e — our 


„ 

eur Eyes to all the Good that is in our 
differing Brother. And we are aggra- 
vating the Evil there. We think our 
own Darkneſs. to be Light, becauſe it 
bath ſome Glimmerings of Light with 
it: And we call our Brother's Light 
Darkneſs, becauſe Darkneſs is mingled 
with it: But if we conſult the Spirit of 
the Goſpel, it will teach us to think the 
monſt of our ſelves, and the beſt of others, 
not to fling Stones at others; but to tram- 
ple upon our ſelves; to call our ſelves the 
chieſeſt of Sinners, and the leaſt of Saints; 
to be modeſt concerning the Good, but 
ſevere againſt the Evil in our ſelves; to 
cover the Evil and to ſingle out the good 
that is our Brother. Not to rate up the 
Infirmities and Weakneſſes of others, 
but to cover a Multitude of Faults. 
It is a good Principle in odioſis quod 
minimum eſt ſequimur, in fauorabilibus 
quod eft maximum, In things that are 
— 5 ſhould take * of the leaſt 
part of them; in things that are Favour- 
| Able we ſhould riſe up to the higheſt 
degree. We ſhould fay any thing, or 
make any: Excuſe that is in any degree 
_ reaſonable, to ſpare, rather than make 
haſt to condemn our Brother for the Evil 


tat is in him. And we ſhould be al- 


ways moſt ready to own PEAT 


4 


( 19, 
Good we ma; there if we - loo 
i Dots without P oy bod * 
he Laws of f Juſtice and Funde bind 
1 ak greater Zeal, to ſpare and pre- 
fie than to condemn 
Fa i Pe 2. Tea, there is much Ty 
Bie in ſparing the Guilty, 
5 in and Harm 10 the Good ; becau 
65 in the Power of Men to remit A 
uilty Perſon to the Divine Judicature, 
and for divers Cauſes not to exert. 105 
ſummum Jus, not to uſe Severity; but 
in 30 Caſe is it lawful to condemn the 
Innocent. Sure I am, it is better to 
own ifs Goo Good: that is in my Res 


1 1 anding the Mixture of Evil 


Gi . Milt thou alſo deſtroy the Ry rhteous 
with the Wicked, aith „ br ba z0d in 
the caſe of Sodom? And he ache with 
God, and. brings him down to this at 
laſt, That if there were Ten Rightcous 
Perſons found in the City, God would 
not deſtroy them for their ſakes. And 
no one Lk how much farther, ATE: 


n might have prevailed with 
bor 42525 gave out firſt. Ane W 1 


laſt the Righteous, Perſons are ſnatch 


y 

* 

out before Peſtruction ſhould come up- 
on the reſt, So ſay J here, wilt thou cut 


down the Wheat with the Tares. I had 
rather take a great many Pretenders 


than becauſe of the Evil to caſt off the w» 


— 


PV 
Religion in my Boſom, that ſhould not 
come there, than ſhut out one of thoſe 
Little ones, that ought to be taken in. 
It is better to be often miſtaken, than 
once uncharitable We ſhould be very 
careful how we flight the leaſt Appea- 


rance of God and Goodneſs any where, 
and in any State and Condition. We 
call it a Gold Mine, though we find 
but few Grains of Gold in great Heaps 
of Earth. The Denomination here fol- 
_ Tows not the Greater, but the Nobler 
part. Thou wilt not loſe the fmalleſt 
Grains of Gold though buryed in great 
Quantities of Earth. Thou wilt not | 
throw away the Gold becauſe it lies in 1 
the rude groſs Oar, or ſlight the Silver 1 
becauſe of its Alloy. We are none of us 1 C 
yet melted down out of our groſs Droſs, 
nor refined from our baſe Alloy. Nor || t 
ſhall we till Death. O! where is the 
Skill, the Care, the Gentleneſs, the Love || © 
among us, that knows how to ſeparate b. 
the Pure Metal every where, from be 
the Droſs, to cheriſh the one, and in F 
Order to that Cheriſhing to conſume the ev 
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14 My Eighth Queſtion {hall be taken 


from our Difference and Diſparity with 


our Selves. f V 

Ma do 1, who ſo little agree with my 

EA challenge others for differing from me? 
'ho 


u differeſt from thy {elf extreamly in 


thy natural Temper. Sometimes thou 


art courteous, and greatly converſible, | 


and complaiſant, ſometimes peeviſh and 
froward. N e 
Yea, a good Man may differ from him- 
ſelf not only in his Natural Temper, but 
in his very Principle. The Apoſtle com- 
plains Rom. 7. 21. that when he would do 
Good, Evil was preſent with him. Ye 


He differs again in his beſt Reſolutions, | 


Purpoſes, and Inclinations. 


For the Spirit of Man changes Opinions 


every Moment. And that which one 


meaſure of reaſon brought in to day, a- 


notker may carry out to morrow.. Ho 
various are our Apprehenſions from them- 
ſelves? We are in continuo Motu G Hu xu, 


in perpetual Motion, in our Minds, as well 


as in Our Bodies. No Man knows where 
. Ou e's Aged 


He differs again from himſelf in his 
Opinion and judgment. If thou lookeſt 
back a little, how often mayſt thou remem- 
ber, thou haſt chang'd thy own Mind? 


* 


TY R 
to have himſelf, any more than avother ; 
and others do not more differ from us, 
than we differ from our ſelves. No 
Man can tell what Thoughts he. ſhall 
have of any thing o morrow; and ought 
not this to ſhame our preſent Confidence 

towards our differing Brethren ? Thou 
wWaſt, it may be, as Peremptory hereto- 

fore as thou canſt be now, and yet thou 


kat een reaſon to alter thy Mind. ,, Thou | | 

dareſt not now ſay thou art come to a1 

f plus ultra; thou art not come to ſet up 

thy Pillars, beyond which there is no 
fad uite loſt the New 


_  » Paſſing. + We had quite loſt the Ne 
Pund World, if Men had contented them- 

ſelves with the Old. Thou dareſt not ſay 

„ that there is nothing beyond thee, Thou 
wouldſt not be content to loſe thy Share 

in thoſe things thou art yet ignorant of. “ 


Thou prayeſt continually for farther mea- 


ſures of that Spirit of Wiſdom and Reve- Þ £2 
lation, that unveiling Spirit, that thou D 
mayſt kzow the Riches of the Glory of C {ih 0 
Inheritance in his Saints. Firſt, therefore 1. 
tanke Pains with thy ſelf, and ſince thou 2 
an 


doſt no more agree with thy ſelf, be not 

angry that another differs from thee. 
Why ſhould I expect others to hold more 

to my Senſe and Imagination, than I do 

to my own. Thou canſt no more fix thy I 5. 
own Senſe of things, than thou canſt hir. ff. 

der thy own Growth. Why then my! ene 

5 55 thy? 


we 


FF 

thy preſent meaſures be. a Standard to 
others? Why art thou angry others do F1.0 
not come ap to, thee ; When thou deft not - 
know how long thou ſhalt fay here thou 
art? For Motion, as I have often ſaid, js 
better than Reſt, until we are got quite 
home. Thou art not fatisfied with thy 
ſelf, and thy preſent Notions of things, if 
thou art really a good Man; but art 
waiting for Chriſt to give thine Eyes a- 
nother Touch. Be not then angry with 
thy Brother about Notions and Opinions 
thou hadſt not the other Day, and mayſt 
be aſhamed of to morrow. 6ů .§ . 


LS. : * , . * f SF ' 
+ Queſt. IX. 
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IX. Why doſt thou allow a Diviſion among 
them, which are every where elſe put together ; 

but in thy own little, narrow, and comratte 

Heart ? All Perſons agreeing in the main 
Deſign of Religion do meet, and dwell 1. 
together, and are comprehended in God, 118 
They are all put together by this World. 4 4.0 
They are all the Objects of God's Love, 


and the World's Hatred, 


1. TE all meet in the Father's Love. 


K 8.8 

The Lord knows who are his, under all 41h 
their ſeveral Opinions, particular Weak => _;{ 
neſſes and Diſguiſes. They all meet in 
the Sox's. Undertaking, When he came 11 
ee ee eee ee g 1 | 


73) 
the 11 time into the World, he came 
a common Perſon, that took not the 
erſon, but the Nature of Man upon 
bim: And when he comes the laſt time, 
all his Saints ſhall be gathered to him. 
8 They all again meet in the Unity of 
the Divine Spirit; which is the Band of 
all beautiful and Bleſſed Spirits in Hea- 
vel and in Earth. The Scripture knows 
no other Diſtinction but this, We are f 
God, and the whole World lies in Miele 
meſs of in the Evil one. * ſhouldſt chou F 
maße any Subdiviſions 2 


ö 


II. They are all put e by pu un- 
kind and angry World; whoſe Rage doth 
not terminate in the Extirpation of any | 
ons particular Sect or Party of good Men; ; 
but would by degrees, and as fait as it 
can, deftroy all Eo Men, ang blot out : 
3333 it ſelf. 


s "Wu . 


"I 5 105 . nothing elſe to do with th 
Anger, Wrath and Indignati on, than to fall 
upon thy Brother? 

Surely thou mayſt find out other Ene- 
mies, i thou lookeſt within or without, 
who do all get an Advantage upon thee, 
whilſt thou art quarrelling with thy BY 
Friends 80 * not the Ms. hs 

e- 
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| ies of all good Men make them put 
an end to an 15 * Crvilia Bella, the more 
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Hopes ts there not 4 double Diligence required, 


ill it pleaſey us in Heaven, tog re- 
member we quarrelled in the way thi- 
ther, and about, Trifles? Let it not be 
thought our Intereſt to contradict one a- 
nother here; to diſpute one another into 
Diſtances, and to fall foul upon one ano- 
ther, ſeeing it will be our Happ el to. 
agree Ne eaſter; But rather le rive 
1 be like what we ſhall, anc "i be 
then. We ſhall be all Love to ORE aud 
ther in Heaven; And Love to one another 
here, would. make another Heaven, upon 
Earth, throughout our whole Way to our 
12915 Heaven. We are all Fellow Wo 
vellers, we are all go to a State 0 
and we cannot be 8 e Wente 
too o bon. 


x 175 where her i ay ground of Hopes | 
of or Meeting # ur Heaven: 5 upon this gr anna a of . 


re parks fir on Earth ? Dr oh nö: 
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XII. Tell me, How canſt thoa live in 
the Expect ation of any thing from God, and 
in the comfortable Perſwaſion of his Love, 
when thou art ſo unlike to him, and ſo unſuit- 
able m hum; and yet camſt not love thy Bro- 
ther, "becauſe he is no more lite thee? 

as thou doſt from God; nor be fo ſhort 


” 


, — . F " . 
1 : : P * 
A | . <4 . 
. » j 1 Wow * * * ; 2 3 . ä « 4 — 2 1 bn 8 pa bY” F - FP * 4 X 
1 . '% * , "a 1 ' Foe ” * Z k N 839 7- o 
oy 


4 1 3 25 X 7 FS * 4 6 4 a 5 x; s * 
% * 3% # 1 * 89 N : i a. is XI ö wm, 33 ” 
S Que 91 . 

1 * N * a8 « & wi ? b . 4 N 


XIII. Why do I think my Brother is out 
of God's Favour, for the not having of that, 
upon my having of which, I lay no Ang ument, 
no Streſs, that 1 am in the favour of God? 

Is the Privative more available to Miſ- 
chief, than the Poſitive to Good? Ido not 
ground my Acceptation with God, upon 
the Difference between my Brother and 

me. Why then do we not give eachorher 
the fapie Meaſure and Allowance God af- 
lords us? And as the; Apoſtle ſpeaks 


— 


Rom 15. 7. Receive dne indther as Chriſt 


. - da" 


1 bath received us to the Glory of G p ” dy 0 


8 
+ 


tf 


XIV. Hy a 1 dul 1 aten 16 . 
ways ta kom that which I tnem but. lately ; 
and get I think Iwas in ö 8 


* 


n 4 

And why do. Hi not think my Brother 
may not think the ſame to morrow , hich 
he does to day? Who knows what a 


Day may bring forth. There are ſeveral 


Hours of coming into the Vineyard, and 
ſeveral Seaſons for che nber Diſcovery 
of things. Al ay one, ſaith the A po- 
ſtle, be othermiſe minded, God fhall reveal 
ever this anto him. I am to wait God's 


N 0 o bim. 


el. XV. 


8 V. Whj do 1 deſpi my. Brother bei 
ſhort of me, when 1 bp not Eno v bas e 
may be to by below me? 


F 


12. 14415. For as the Body is one, and hath 
2 Members; and all the Members of thet 
one Body being many, are one Body, fo alſo is 


on: The Bod) #s not one Member, but maz 
Eat Jould 55 5 1 am not + 


Time ſor this, and not to quarrel with 
my Brother, for Lr ae ee 


This is the A poſtle's Argument, Cor. 


Chriſt, that is,Chrift Myſtical; and 1 0 . 


Hand, 


* \ 4 
b * 3 — 
132 — > * — Somos - as — 
8 5 — 4 ay — * a — — — a 
— = — — 
— * — — 
3 A. —- 
by — — hs — — —̃ — — 
— 5 — 1 
2 — = = ; - 
- < a 


r 
OM — 


1/88 


( 200”) 8 

Hand, I am not of the Body; is it therefore 
not of the Body? And if the Ear ſhall ſay, 
becauſe J am not the Eye, T am not of the Bo- 
ch, is it therefore not of the Boch. If the 
_ _ hole Body mas an Eye where was the Hearing, 
i the Whole mas Hearing where. was the 
Selling But now hath God ſet the Mem- 
bers every one of them in the Body, as it hath 
Pleaſed him. And if they were all owe Mem- 


ber, where was the Body; but nom ars they ma- 


n Members, yet but aue Body. And the Eye 


cannot ſay unto thi: Hand, I have no need of 


ihee; nor again the Head to the Fett, I have 


. #0 peed of you. Nay, much more thoſe Mem- 
bers of the Body which ſcem to be mw 
are neceſſary. And he goes on, and thoſe 
Members of the Body which we think to be leſs 


Honourable, zpon theſe we beſtow more aban- 


dant Honour; and our .uncomely Parts 


have more abundant Comelineſs. For our 
_ Comely parts have no need; but God hath tem- 
pered the Body together, having given more 
abundant Honour to that "part that lacked, 
That there ſhould be no Schiſm in the Body ; 
| bat the Members have the ſame Care for one 
another. And whether one Member ſuffers, 


4 the Members ſuffer. with it; or ons Mem- 
ber be honoured, all the Members rejoyce with 
it. Now je are the Body of Chriſt, and Mem- 
bers in particulyr. And God hath ſet ſome 

in ihe Church; pi Apoſtles, fecondly Pro- 

phets, thirdly Teachers, after that Mee 
Kc „ e 
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p "4 ND ef neren 
then Gifts of Healings, Helps, Governoars,. 
Diverſities of Tongues, Are all Apoſttes ? . 
Are all Prophets? Are all Teachers? Are all 
Workers of Miracles? Have all the Gifts of 
Healing? Do they all ſpeak with Tongues ? 
Do all 1 ? Bat covet earneſtly the 2 
Gifts, and yet ſhew T unto you a more excel- 
lent way. And that in the following Chap- 


Where is there à Chriſtian among us, 
that underſtands and Lives up to this Di- 
rection of the Apoſtles. In the Natural 
Body, the Head doth not deſpiſe the Foot, 
tho the Head be uppermoſt. The Head 
doth not ſay to the Foot, I have no need 
of thee.” "here is nothing like to this in 

the Natural Body: But if any Member 
ſuffer, there is a Sympathy through the 
whole Body; and we ſuffer more or leſs 
nin every Member, if we ſuffer greatly in 
„any. And why ſhould not the ſame Bow- 
els and Natural Affections hold in the 
Body Mie Who can tell me why the 
„Body of Chriſt ſhould not have all the 
Capacities, Vertues and Perfections of the 
Natural Body, No Member here can 
lay to another, I have no need of thee; | 
for every Member ſupplies its proper place, 
and is not only an Ornament, dut an In- 
ſtrument for Service and Uſe in the Body. 
Let us not then deſpiſe any that are 4 44 
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N XVI. 


XVI. Why ſbould Tabor E's to chate and 

1 en the Di erence between me and y Bro. 
er by 4 fair Debate, and maintaining C hri- 
fe Love aud Converſe, where the Lord 
th commanded the Beling: As . 


2, why. ſhould I not there 
to 10 gelen he Difference, . l will be 


ſtrengthened by our Diſtances, and - 


ing alunder, and Quarrellingſss. 
There will be ſome Mifapprehenſſons 
when Men diſcourſe and converſe to- 
gether; but when they are aſunder, and 
ſtand at a diſtance a thouſand times more 
falſe Reports. And. Men's Perſons win, 
but Pet Words do not. And diſtance 
gives a Power to-Tale-hearers: And actu- 
Ally to take our Leaves of one- another, 
is not the way to cloſe a Wound en 


p . 
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XVII. Why . the We 


5 Inter pretation for my Brother, 'mbich'T mat, 
44 wadid e 155 2 fo tn ahe. 220 
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eee, eee 
Not long ſince I erred, and I do not 
think I did therein forfeit the Kindneſs 
of God to me; at leaſt God did not take 
the Forfeiture. Why then ſhould I de- 
ny my Kindneſs to my Brother, becauſe 


he is in an Error? I may be in an Error 


ſtill, and yet do not think God will im- 
pute it to me, becauſe I do not know it. 
And why do not I look upon it as an In- 
firmity in my Brother, when I did take 
it to be ſo in my felf? Did this Impar- 

tiality prevail, we ſhould have much 

more Moderation among us, we ſhould 
be more cloathed with that 9 | 

Humility which becomes us. We ſhould 

be more ſenſible of our own Shortneſſes 

and Failings, and more patient towards 


one another. We ſhould give to all that 


Allowance that we our ſelves ſtand in need 
a, and every honeſt Soul hath a right 
XVIII. Why may not the Powers of this 
World aſe an outward Force upon our Eſtates, 
Liberties and Bodies, 4s well as we perſecute 
one anothers Minds and Spirits? 
W ee K is certainly the great- 

eſt Force and Violence; when al muit 
believe and do as we do, or we will give 
them no Allowance. Never let us com- 


plain of any thing done by this World up- 
on our Outward Man, while we our ſelves 

do thus oppreſs the Iuward. We are not, 
. whatever we imagine, in ſo much danger 


from the World,' upon the account of its 
outward Perſecution, + as we are from 
within our ſelves. Upon this Score, how 


often hath God puniſhed: this augry Spi- 
rit in his Children one againſt another by 
bringing a common Suffering upon them 


all. Indeed from hence we ma) derive all 
the Evils we have felt, "I very much 
Wu 


thoſe alſo Which we fear. When the Sheep, 
as I have elſewhere ſaid, puſh, aud run 
Head one againſt another, the Shepherds 
ſay we ſhall have foul Weather. We 


havealready ſeen the Truth of this Ob- 
ſervation; and I am afraid muſt feel it 
again. It is eaſy to preſage a Storm, when 
ſo much ill Weather appears in the Spi- 


rits and Actions of Chriſtians. God grant 


it may prove but a Storm; For from 


the Animoſities that are between good 


Men, yea between Proteſtants and Pro- 


Vetaats . we have too much cauſe to fear 
it vil prove a Pelige .. 
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The Appeal 


'A ND now, Gentle Reader, becauſe 


I will gather up the Queſtions I have men- 
tioned, and many more 1 might add, in- 


this one Solemn Appeal to thee. Tell me 


ſincerely, if aſter all has been ſaid, thou 
haſt any juſt defence againſt the Modera- 
tion contended far. yd 
I cannot, for my own part, be ſo ill- 
natured, as to imagine how it is poſſible 


for thee to find an Excuſe from an Uni- 
verſal Love to all, eſpecially to the Saints. 
Thou art angry with thy Brother becauſe 
he differs from thee in Opinion and Pra- 
ctice; what then, he differs no more from 
thee, than thou doſt from him. Why. 
then ſhouldſt thou be more angry with 


him, than he with thee ? What is it to 


thee, or to him, what you both think? 


You have reaſon to believe, and practiſe 
according to your Belief. He is an honeſt 
Man that ſincerely thinks what he be- 


lieves and doth. And whatſoever Au- 
thority any Secular or Eccleſiaſtical PowW- 


er hath Uſurped, to impoſe in this caſe 


of Revealed Religion ; we are all here 
but Fellow-Servants, and upon a Level. 
So our Saviour hath determined this mat- 


I would not tire thee or my ſelf, 


Ah ns. 


W — a 


| (1060 
ter, Matth. 24. 48. where ſpeaking of a 
Ruler over his Houſhold, he forbids, and 
threatens him that ſmites his Fellow -Ser- 
vant. And if this be not true, we muſt 
either, with Mr Hobs, reſolve all private 
Judgment, and Conſcience into the Prince 
and Government under which we live; 
or find out an infallible Judge in Spiritual 
Matters, that can both determine us here, 
and Anſwer for us hereafter; which is a 
reater piece of Swuper-Erogation, than 
ath yet had Confidence to appear in the 
Again thou art angry with thy Bro- 
ther, -becauſe he differs from thee. It 
may be inſtead of falling together by the 
Ears, if you would patiently lay your 
Ears to one another, and hearken to each 
other, you would find the Difference 
lies more in Words, as hath been ſaid be- 
fore, than in Thizgs. In Things Circum- 
ſtantial not Subſtantial. Or in the Expla- 
vation of Subſtantial Things, more than 


in the Things themſelves. © 


How often have I heard two very dif- 
ferent Perſons quarrelling themſelves in- 
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But 1m) Brother is in an Error. 


Anſw. This is ſtill begging the Que- 
ſtion; for it ſignifies no 2 this caſe, 
chan that he differs from thee. ' And who 

made thee a Judge of Truth and Falſhood 

tor another? I look upon my ſelf in my 

molt ſincere Judgment, to be a very 

Orthodox Perſon. And fo 1 Charitably 
think, that every one that differs fram 
me thinks of themſelves, My Pretence 
to Orthodoxy, is an Uſurpation beyond 
meaſure, when it tends to Anger againit 
thoſe that differ from me, And is a great- 
er Tyranny in the Church, than was e- 
ver yet found in the State: For it is a 
Tyranny over Minds and Souls, whoſe 
Laberties is to be preferr'd before that of 

Bodies and Eftates, Conſider again thy 
Anger, againſt; thy differing Brother is as 
toohſh a Contradiction to all the Rules 
of the Goſpel, as it is proud and inſolent. 
And this Conſideration proves and heigh- 
tens the Pride of it: For it turns to no 
account. For outward Conformity is no 
Good, no Advantage to either fide, but 

when it ſprings from an in ard Convicti- 
on. Theu Proud Angry Man, haſt thou 

Faith? Have it for thy ſelf to * 
N 5 3 5 | Faith 
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Faith muſt not be the Rule of anothers 


Practice, although voluntarily taken up; 
much leſs will it warrant thee to im- 


poſe upon him. Let every one be fully 


erſwaded 1 in his own Mind, that what 
e doth pleaſeth God, was the Adviceof 


the Primitive Slang; Rom. 14. 5. 
and in 2 Cor. 5. 10, 1. 

Apoſtle, made manifeſ unto you, and we truſt 
alſo we are made manifeſt in your Conſciente. 


The Apoſtle: would have little Joy in 


are, faith the 


them, or Boldneſs towards them had it 


been otherwiſe, not withſtandiag all their | 
outward Conformity to him. Never re- 
tend to have another believe and practice 


as thou doſt; till thou haſt convinced 
him. Conformity: in outward Practice, 
with a Contradicting Principle Within, is 


no Reputation or Advantage on either 


fide. This is as one faith, 1# aliorum Sen- 


tentias Pedibus potius, quam Corde ire, to 


run over to other Opinions with our Feet, 


not our Hearts. Reaſon either commands | 


Obedience, or puniſhes: the Refuſal. For 


no Man can be at eaſe that contradicts 


his own Light. If that be not our Dux, 


our Guide, it aways proves as one ſaith, 
our Demos or Devits our Tormenter. 
_Eratly reſiſted, is a moſt unquiet Gueſt. 
It follows us Ante all Jellitty. It trou- 


bles all our Feaſts. It continually bears 
Witneſs: "On us, anditbere is no run- 
ning 


ning away from it. Truth 
is ke Light reſtrained. It turns it ſelf 


„ 


89 


priſoned, 


into Fire and conſumes us, Speak Rea- 


But my Brother holds dangerous Opinions 
to the Publick, as well as to him 


ſon, then if thou expecteſt Subſection. Not 
to thee, but to Reaſon and the Truth. And 
if thou hat no Reaſon, be not trouble- 
ſome to thy Neighbour, with that which 
Jam ſure is nothing, if there be no Rea- 
ſon for it. It is a vain, proud and fool- 
uh Attempt, to think to make others of 
thy Mind by Force; and the Fooliſhneſs 


of the Attempt, proves it to be nothing 


but Pride, and a Self-Intereſt to ſupport 
5 0 . 1 1 ak p 


Object. II. 


, * 


elf and 


others. Fe. 


*[A»ſw, So indeed thou ſayeſt, and ſo, it 


may be, thou thinkeſt ; but whether it 


be really fo or not; and ſtill, whether 


thou art a proper and Competent judge, 
admits of Queſtion. Tis well known this 


has been the Cry in all Ages, Where one 


Religious Party has Oppoſed or Maligned 
another, repreſenting them as dangerous 


to the Pablick, Injurious to the Welfare 
ot the Church; and Pernicious to the Go- 
vernment and State Politick. And ſo the 


way 


. 
1 
© © 


( 119) | 


Fay to Perſecution is readily opened; and 
all Hands to be engaged againſt them as 
2 Common Enemy. So, in the Caſe of 
857 Firſt Per ſecution, or Martyrdom of 
St Stephen, our Holy Religion, even in its 
firſt Unity and Purity, was repreſented 
as dangerous to che Law and Cuſtoms of 
the Jemiſh State, Acts 6. 14, 14. This Man 
ceaſeth not to {peak Blaſphemous Words. 4- 


oa& o 


inſt this Haly Place and the Law, For we 
Lows beard lam ſay, that this Jeſus of Na- 
zareth ſball. deftroy this Place, and change 
the Cuſtoms which Moſes delivered us. S0 
As 17. 6, 7. Thoſe that have turn d the 
World upſide down, [Subverters of Govern- 
ments, dangerous to the whole World, and ſo 
 wnfit to Live in il] are come hither alſo. Aud 
theſs do all contrary to the Decrees of Cæſzʒar: 
Or the Politick Government of the Raman, 
under which the Land then was. 
In like manner they dealt with our 
Lord himſelf, When they led him to Pi- 
late, Luke 23. 2. And they began to accuſe 
him, U we found this Fellom pervert- 
ing the Nation, e to give Tris 
bute to Cæſar, And Johm 19. 12. we find 
em driving it home upon Pilate; and it 
prov'd that which Nailed our Saviour to 
the Croſs. Aud Pilate ſought to releaſe him; 
bat the Jews cryed out, I tbau let this Mas 


=_ 75 thou art not Cæſar's Friend. This 


ruck him immediately, as it follows 0 


ns. Amo ens 
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the next Verſe, Mhen therefore Pilate heard 
that Saying, he brou 3 Jeſus, and went 
into the Jadg ment. H. 1 on 
Let us obſerve his Spirit contriving 
and laying the Plot before-hand, even be- 
fore they had any ground to Accuſe him; 
but ſeeking to find out, and to have an 
occaſion ; as in the Caſe of Tribute, try- 
ing to entanple him in his Talk. Lake 
20. 19. And the Chief Prieſts and Scribes 
watch'd him, and ſent forth Spies, (i. e. the 
Cunning Herodi ans, the Court-Flatterers, 
or Creatures of the then preſent Govern 
ment) which ſhould feign themſelves Juſt 

Men; that they might take hold of his 

Words; that ſo they might deliver him 
tothe Power and Authority of the Gover- 
nor. Inſomuch, that our Lord perceiving 
their Mn as it 775 ſaid unto 
'em, tempt ye me, ſhew' me a Penny, 
c. Here fr 15 the Nature, ay 5 
cret Movement of this Spirit. And 'tis 
nesdful ro touch home the Head of this 
Serpent, as being that which prevailed 
for Judgment and Crucifixion of the Son 
of God; for Execution in the firſt Mar- 
2 among his Diſciples; and has 
ince Sacriſic d its Millions of the ſincere 
Followers of Chriſt, and his Diſciples in 
the Bloody Path. Here then, O Querift, 
examine thy ſelf, and look well, that 5 


Plot or Principle of Malecontentment be not 
rather in thy own Breaſt. 


Again conſider, how art thou Qualifi- 
ed to be a judge? And doſt thou not 
ſet up thy ſelf. as Judge in thy own Cauſe 
againſt thy Brother, with. Prejudice on 
one Hand and Syleen on the other, Coun- 
ſel for the Plantiſf. But before thou take 
the Seat, think of two or three things. 


I. It may be thou art wholly or very 


ignorant of thy Brother's Call, Standing 
or Stature in n Thou Condemn- 
eſt his Opinion, but it may be, wanteſt 
an lte or the pain Jes Srf, 
take the true Elevation of it. He may 
be a Spiritual Man, and ſpeak of the 


deep Myſtery of God, and thou like a 


| Nicodemus take him in the Letter. He 


may ſpeak of Chriſt's Kingdom, and thou 


| wreſt what is ſaid to make it obnoxious 
to the Temporal Goverament. Jacob and 
Eſa can't agree together, the Heavenly 
and the Fleſhly Wiſdom. The Letter 
kills, ſays the Apoſtle and as the Letter 
kills, ſo does the Literal Chriſtian too, 


viz. his Spiritual Brother. 


II. Thou ſetteſt thy ſelf as a Judge of 


Tarty Opinions; but art thou not a Parti- 
ſan thy ſelf? Art thou Univerſaliz'd in 
Chriſtian Love; and Love of the Truth 


as 


” 


e ORR 
as ſuch ? Doſt thou not, with the Gene - 
rality of Inquirers after it, Squint on this 
ſide or on that to a particular Scheme? 
Art thou free from the Spirit of a Party, 
the binding Cords of the Authority and 
Influences thy own Party has over thee ? 
The Spirit of a Party, that moves not by 
the Genuine Spring, either of Divine. or 
Natural Light ; both which, e 
would tend towards the Fountain of 
Light: But from the Heterogeneous Springs | 
of Education, Cuſtom, Worldly Intereit, 1 
Worldly Honour, Self- Eſtimation, and | 
Maintenance of Credit with, and accord- = 
ing to the Vogue of the World, win 
_ thoſe to whom thou art join'd; from FI 
whom to differ would reflet upon thy 
Judgment, as having been in an Errot ; 
and incur the Odium of Friends and Near Ib 
Relations, and oblige to Recantation for l 
| 


the ſake of Truth new found out, No, 
this Spirit will hold it on, come what 
will, rather than encounter theſe 4»2tizmys ; { 
maintain its owa"Way and Opinions by 1 
Hook and by Crook; diſpute for them, 'Þ 
and keep its hold, tho Baffled and Con- 
victed by demonſtration; quarrel "for | 
'em, fight for em,  perſecute for em. 1 
» „. a 1 
Always it muſt” be defended ; for 'tis 6 | 
theirs now, and their All is bound up in 


it: And this not ſo much on Truth's j 
Account (even ſo far as they may poſ- 1 
ES ae I 


l 
ſeſs it) as their own. And. laſtly, this 
Spirit judges its own Way and Opinion 
to be fitteſt to have the Preheminence, 
and ſquares his. Notions and Apprehen- 
ſions of the Publick Good, according to 
this Standard. And then tis but Natu- 
ral, to conclude thoſe that contradi& 
em, to be againſt tha, or dangerous to 
the 'Publick. And every ſide, in their 
turns, if they could get Peer alt would 
thus vary the Notion op Publick Good ; 
and on this Principle EE to the Sup- 
prefſion of Liberty, and Perſecution ; ex 
cepting where the Principle of Moder a- 
tion and, Charity, or the Spirit of true 
Religion gets Predotiiinant, and ſtifles or 
reſtrains this other Spirit. 
Or art thou not 225 with thy Bro 

ther. whom thou here Ghjecteſt againſt? 
Halt thou no private Reſentment àgainſt 
him? Ts there not ſome Enmity at Bot- 
tom for his oppoſing thy Sentiment, or 
declaring a 57 thy Party? This alone 
Will un thee 5 0 paſs a Right Sen- 
tence. Mut er's Ju © 5 not beg 5 
jadicd a againſt Un it” hold the 
lance eve, till Truth appear and Pre 55 
derate. Anger and Enmity is not only 
a falſe, but a dead Weight in the Scale, 
The Furious Zealot is the worſt in the 
World to diſcern the Mote in þ is, Bro- 
10 Eye, while. he bas, got a n 


” a 


*% 


1 
his own. A Beam may intercept the full 
Sight, but this wounds the Organ, and 
ſtrikes the Perſon with Blindneſs and 
Rage. Such a Perſon is fitter for an Ex- 
ecutioner than a Judge. 
Try thy ſelf then, and it may be thou 
ſhalt find the Spring of this Movement, 
to be not ſo much Religion in Truth and 
Reality, as in Notion; not ſo much the 
Religion inſtituted by Chriſt, as % Re- 
ligion. Or more preciſely not ſo much 
Deſire of God and Heaven, as Love of 
thy ſelf and of this World. Or deeper, 
yet not ſo much Religion in Notion, 
or thy Religion in particular, thy Will, 
thy Zeal, or even thy Ill Nature and Vi- 
olence againſt thy Brother, as the Rage 
of Antichriſt againſt Jeſus Chriſt, which 
is at the Bottom of all; or of the Dragan 
againſt the Woman, Rev. 12. 3. the true 
Church of the Living Members of Chriſt 
| where-eyer diſpers'd. po 
But thou thinkeſt thy ſelf obliged in 
: Conſcience, and believeſt it thy Duty to 
e Detect and Oppoſe ſuch Errors and Evils, 
- as Service to thy Country, and the Go- 
% CoH fn lg; 
y But its firſt and chiefly thy Duty, to 
get thy Conſcience rightly intormed, and 
acting from a true Ground, the Ground 
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5 of all Religion, viz. Charity and Love. 


The Want of which has ha ſuch Perni- # 
C 


( 116 ) FM 
Cious and fatal Effects, that now the 
Wiſdom of the Nation, the Government 
it ſelf has made particular Proviſion a- 
gainſt it; as being it ſelf the 'moit dan- 
gerous to the Publick Weal. And there- 
fore for thy Direction, has Enacted and 
ſet up by Law, the true Standard and Re- 
gulation of Conſcience in ſuch Caſes, viz. 
Toleration of Opinion, and Liberty of Con- 
ſcience in General, as the beſt Proviſion for 
the Common Safety. And which thou in 
point of Conſcience mayſt Safly ſteer by. 
The Deſign of which, as alſo of this Di- 
courſe, is not to debar any from a juſt 
and Conſcienſcious Diſcharge of their Du- || ' 
ty, in Detecting and Oppoſing Errors and 

Evils; but to reſtrain the Errors, regu- 
late the Abuſes, and put out the Wild- 0 
Fires that Pretend to, and are diſguiſed un- 
der that Sacred Name. Now for better f 
diſcerning whether thine be ſuch, put the l 

Caſe of Deiſm, of Atheiſm, and of the 1 

0 
r: 


robes Profligates thou heareſt of, or 
noweſt ; or the worſt Liver thou know- 
eſt of thy own Party, yet crying out, Our 


Church, Our -Side,- Our Friends 4 how h. 
ſtandeſt thou here, Hot or Cold, or Luke- b 
warm? Doſt thou take in a Concern and I N 
real Grief for em? Doſt thou admoniſh ft 
them coming in thy way? Dareft thou i *: 
reprove them, tho they are Rich and I 
Great? Or art thou even Angry with yy 


L them 


LY 


F 5 
them for their Wickedneſs? This thou 
mayſt believe to be Conſcience indeed: And 
thou mayſt be called for it a Goſpel Phi- 
neas. But if thou art Cold and Indiffe- 
rent here, and yet burning againft thy 
diſſering Brother, whoſe Life and Pra- 
Ctice of the Eſſentials of Religion is un- 
blameable; and wouldſt be glad in thy 
Heart to have him deliver'd up to Ju- 
ſtice and to the Government, to be pu- 
niſh'd for his different Sentiment; 'tis a 
plain Sign thy Zeal is more for thy o. n 1 
ſuppoſed, than thy Brother's real Good, 


thy Party's, than the Publick Benefit, li 
thy Diana than thy God. 2 | 


Hut ſuppoſing Conſcience ſincere, ac- 
cording to its Light. Since there are 
Learned Men on all ſides, and Pious Chri- 
ſtians on all ſides, with different Appre- 
henſions of Religion, and Notions of Go- 
vernment ; and fince the Contentions oo 
Religion, and Erroneous or Pretended' | af 
Conſcience, have ſo far, and do ſo gene- i 


rally eat out the Subſtance of it; and '\ 
have brought 'by far the greateſt Evils: 0 
both upon Church and State: And that 


| | notwithſtanding all their mutual Oppo- | 
| | fitions and Violences, each Party ſtil! i 
| | fands tiff, and holds up their own Opi- 'k 
mon and Way, in the Confidence of their ä 
on Reaſon, and a mutual Preſump tion 
1 || dhat they ars in the Right, and all others ih 
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Ci) 
in the Wrong; and where there is againſt 
each, a Ballance ot Seven or Ten to one 
otherwiſe as well qualified to judge as 
they. I fay ſince the Caſe is thus be- 
twyeen the Divided Parties, they might 
upon the Account alone of Chriſtian Mo- 
deſty, and ſo much more of Chriſtian 
Prudence be brought thus far, at leaſt, to 


ſtand till and acquieſce in the mutual 


Exerciſe of Charity, and Enjoyment of 
Liberty in Matters of particular Senti- 
ments and Modes of Religious Worſhip. 
And for Private Perſons, if they will be 
Conſcientious indeed, as to State Affairs, let 
them imitate the Primitive Chriſtians; 
and let the Government and its Concerns 


alone in the Hands of thoſe intruſted 


with it, and Commiſſioned under it; and 


kegp-themicives in the real Practice of 


Solid Chriſtianity; and, truſt that God, 
Who has an Angel at the Helm of every 


Government, will ſtill ſuper-intend, ap- 


point, order or alter, whether for Judg- 


ment or for Mercy, as he fees fit, and 


moit ſuitable to the State of his People. 
And then they will got quarrel, with 


ples without Ouverr Acts, 


their Brethren about Opinions or Princi- 


= 
% 


But further, there is a time when we 


3 * 


are to let our Brethren alone, and forbear 
jndging them, as to their Miſtakes and 
Evils, when we are not to meddle with 


— 


the Tares, but let them and tlie good 
Wheat grow together, as Mat. 13.29, 30. 


that is, after they are grows up together, and 
the Harveſt is near. And this appears to 


be the Caſe at this Day. Jeruſalem and 
Babylon are ſpringing up together, and the 


Enemy has town his Tares every where. 
We are in the latter Ages of the World; 


the Sigus of the Times appear; tle 
Fields are white unto the Harvelt ; the 


Graces of God riſing high in his Choſen ; 


and the Errors and Evils in his Field, 


the Church, appearing Bare-faced, Root- 


ed and Habituated. The Kingdom com- 
ing; the Lord at Hand; and the Great 
Judge himſelf ſitting down in his Tri- 
banal. Here then, O Chriſtian, if ever 


thou muſt forbear Cenſuring, Judging 


and Caſting the Stone at others, tho 
Guilty; as thou hopeſt for a more Fa- 
vourable Inquiſition 7 thy own Er- 


rors and Defects, If ever, this is the 


Sea ſon for Moderation to become Signal 
and manifeſt to all. To drop Matters of 
Conteſt, Publick or Private, in Church or 
To live Peaceably and Charitably. 


And to endeavour after that Frame of 


Spirit, which once invited the Holy Ghoſt 
to deſcend and abide as the Conſtant 
Oracle of Truth in his Church; giving 
forth the Deciſion of all Matters unme- 
diatel himſelf; vir. to wait together at 


K 3 


+4 


(120) 
Jeruſalem, or the City of Peace, in Unity 
2 Lare till it ſhall pleaſe the Grear 

Judge to come, and by the Breath of his 

Power, or Holy Spirit, to deſtroy Anti- 
chriſt, and make the Grand Separation 
of the Tares and the Wheat, by his own 
Angel-Reapers; to determine their Con- 
troverſies, to reduce their Errors; and 
_ take the Government upon Him- 
elf. BD e e NEG: 


„7 Nh 
- Well, but my Brother holds, you will ſay, 


not only Opinions that are in themſelves er- 
roneous and unreaſonable ; but which are alſo : 
attended with Conſequences that are of 4 | 


Ne ect e rate 5 


( 
Anſw. But we muſt take heed how we 
draw out the Conſequences of any Man's 1 
Opinion for him: However, we may do 
it for our own Service, yet we may not 6 
do it for our Brother's Dis- ſervice. For 1 
there are ſuch Difference of Apprehen- i 
ſions, and ſuch Variety of Reaſonings, t 
that no Man is ſtrictly to be charged 
with the Odious Conſequences of hisown | p 
Opinions. Indeed his Opinion may, it n 
i 
(0) 
4 


We proceed fairly to do it, but the Per- 
ſon cannot. For it may be, he underſtood 
not ſueh things to be the W | 


Ty 


9 


of his Opinion; but honeſtly infers quite 


contrary things ſrom it; and believes it 
to be innocent of ſuch Miſchiefs as are 


charg'd upon it directly and conſequen- 
tially. For if any ſuch thing could be 


proved to a good Man, he would imme- , 


diately renounce his Opinion; and it is 
plain he thinks no ſuch thing can be in- 
ferr'd irom it: Becauſe his own Life con- 
tradicts all ſuch things. 
So that now we are to be very modeſt 


and ca reful in this, and not to proſecute 
any Man's Opinion to the utmoſt Extre- 
mity in this reſpect. And however, for 
our own and the World's Safety, it may 


be neceſſary to lay open ſome Notions, 


yet we are not to faſten Conſequences up- 


on the Authors of them. A good Man 


may be engaged and entangled in an 
Evil Matter, which when he ſees it, the 


Snare 1s broken. „ 
I think we may, without a Scruple, as 


one obſerves, conclude, that many of the 


Doftrines of the Church of Rome infer an 


ill Life: As the Doctrine of Indulgences; 
the Doctrine of Diſtinction between Veni- 


al and Mortal Sins; making the greateſt 


part of our Miſcarriages only Venial; the 


making of Religion to conſiſt too much 
in Externals and Ceremonials; the putting 


ol more Force upon the Commands of 


Ie . 


—_ 

Internals of Religion; the promiſing of 
Heaven after a wicked Life, upon a lit- 
tle Ceremonial Tranſaction between the 
Prieſt and the dying Perſon : But how- 
ever this Conſideration gives me juſt 
Leal againtt theſe Doctrines, it doth not 
influence againſt the Perſons, That falls 
under another Conſideration. For I have 
not only ſo much Charity, but Juſtice, 
as to think many of that Communion 
do live well, and love to do fo, and by 
doing ſo, do confute their own Do- 
LCC 0525 ai7932.on ts. 
I could give you many other inſtances 
nearer home; bur I forbear: So that 
We are not to fall ſeverely upon the Per- 
fon becauſe of the Conſequences of his 
Opinions. For the Connexion is not al- 
ways perceived and acknowledged. And 
the Perſon doth not with greater Con- 
fidence believe the Opinion, than he re- 
nounces the Effects and Iſſues of it, which 
we put upon his Opinion. Either it 15 
not the immediate or direct Conſequence 
of the Opinion; or however it is not per- 


ceived by him. 


41 We 2 alſo ks heed how: Ke 
faſten Conſequences. upon Opinions 

| " ray any themſelves, as well as the 4 
ſons that hold them; eſpecially in th 
— moſt Spiritual Matters. - For the Wo 
A at 


FI 
hath all along been horribly miſtaken, 
and clouded in theſe Reſpects. Remem- 
ber, O Lora, ſaith the Pfalmiſt, Pſa. 89. 50, 
51. the Reproach of thy Servant, how I do bear - M 
in my Boſom the Reproach of all the mighty | 

People, wherewith ihine Enemies have re- f 

oached me, mheremiih they have reproache4 


the Footſteps of thy Anointed ; or of thy 


A 


Meſſahb. 
How have the Footſteps of Jeſus Chriſt 


* * - 
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| 
in himſelf, and in all his Saints, been all | 
along reproached by the Mighty ones f | 
this World, and by the Mighty ones in i 
the Lecter, and outward Forms of Reli- | 
gion ? What eminent Truth of God bang | 
not an ill Conſequence faſtened upon it? | 
How hath the whole World and the out- || 


ward Church too, been alarmed upon 2 
the breaking forth of any conſiderable de- 

ree of Spiritual Light? What remarka- | 
le Footiteps of Chriſt have not been | 
"Gaps by the Mighty ones of the 


orld, and in the Literal and outward  _ 
In the days of his Fleſh, if he afſerced — — | 
his Union with God, he Blaſphemed. it ö 


. 


he taught and practiſed the true Liber, | 
they called him a Mine. bibber and a Glut 
ten. I he ſhewed his Love to Sinner, BNN 
by converfing with them as a Phyſician | 
With his Sick, and as a Friend W | 
PV“ 8 | | 


_— une Ar. 20 1s Senſe, h 
Fo y feign in a ſcandalous Senſe, he 
wy, Bind of Publicans and . Tt 
he came in à more ſtrict and ſevere man- 
ner pigs Baptiſt, then they ſaid behold 
he hath 4 Devil, If he ſpake of the true 
Living Temple, which is his own Spiritu- 
al and Heavenly Perſon, and the Perſon 
of each Saint in him; which Solomon's 
Temple, with all its Beauties and Riches, 
did only Typity ; if he ſpake of this Tem- 
ple, and ſaid any thing as they thought 
reflected upon their Material one, they 
ſaid he was God's Enemy,” away with him, 
be was not fit to tive. And how in all 
Ages have Men caſt the Imputation of 
the moſt horrid Prophaneneſs, and the 
moſt odious Licentiouſneſs, upon the 
Truths of the Goſpel, as they have ſhin'd 


out in their ſweeteſt and freeſt Glories. ; 
* Chriſt in the Fleſh ſuffered as an Ene- 
my to the Eftabliſhed Religion by theLaw || * 
of God, as an Enemy to Gharch and State, 4 
and all his Followers have ever ſince been 4 
look'd upon as dangerous Perſons, and t 
Men that turn the World upſide down. The f 


Apoſtles themſelves, when they firſt ap- | 
peared in the Liberty, Vigour and Glo- i ® 

xy of the Goſpel, were charged with I ® 

8 and afterwards as Men quite 
ont of their Wits and Mad. Whien St 
WW Paxl preached the Free Grace of the Go- 
pe, they faid hetaught mat we mitht 


con: 


r 
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tontinue in Sin, that Grace might abound. 
In the Primitive Times it was char 


upon the Saints, becauſe they refuſed to 
_ conform to the Religion of the Nations 


in which they were converſant, that they 
reſiſted the Gods, and were the Enemies 


of Religion, and that by this means 


they fell into ſuch Unnatural and Mon- 
ſtrous Uncleanneſſes, and Barbarous Cru- 


elties, that they fed upon their own 


Children. Through the whole Courſe of 
Popery, the continual Accuſations of Pro- 
teſtants have been this, that they were 
Enemies to Good Works; and under 
tence of magnifying Faith and Juſtifica- 


tion by Chriſt alone, opened a Flood- 
Gate to all manner of Wickedneſs. And 
how have Proteſtants themſelves gone 


on as weakly, and falſly charging one 


anothers Perſons and Opinions; ſome on 


the one Hand, with Diſdain, calling o- 
thers by the Name of Puritans, Fanaticks, 
Libertines, and Seditious Perſons, becauſe 


they profeſs a great deal of more Strict- 
nel and Holineſs of Life and Conver- 


ſation; and have contended earneſtly for 


our Civil and Spiritual Liberties, and 
more clearly and powerfully preached 
the Free and Effectual Grace of God: 
And others on the other Hand, have con- 
demned all as Carnal, Formal, Legal Chri- 
ſtians, that are not come up to their 


Light, 


pre- 


. 
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abuſed. - And this hath been all along 


the way of the Devil, to ſcandalize the 


Truth of God: And it is only the Light 
of an holy agoiuting, that can guide us 


here, and keep us from Stumbling. 80 


that we are to take heed how. we faſten 
ill Conſequences, either upon the Perſons, 
or Opinions of our Brethren, to che pre- 
judice of our Charity or Brotherly Love; 
tor theſe have been -all along the Stra- 
tagems of Oppoſers and Perſecutors, &c. 

And notwithſtanding the particular 
Miſtakes and Miſcarriages of our Bre- 
thren, we are to continue our Love to 
them. We Are indeed with all Meek- 
neſs, to convince our Brother of his 
Miſtake, ' and to reprove him for his 


Miſcarriages in Love: But we are not to 


take off our Brotherly Affections from 
him; for he is ſtill a Fellow-Member of 
the ſame Body with us, and to be uſed 
with the fame. Tenderneſs, that one 
Member hath for another, when it ſut- 
ters by any Diſtemper. Above all things, 
let us preſerve our ſelves from that bitter 

Zeal Which St James ſpeaks of, and up- 
on which he ſets ſo evil a Mark, that he 
brands it with the Fire of Hell. If there 
be, - faith he, bitter Exvyings, but in the 
Original we have it bitter Zygal, this Wiſ⸗ 
_ flom is not from above; but . 


Light, and are jealous leſt it ſhould be 


2. 8 4 | 
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Senſaal, and Deviliſb. Let us take heed 
of Suffering our Zeal againſt the Errors 
and Miſcarriages of our Brother, to be 
mingled and tempered with a Bitterneſs 
againſt his Perſon. As Lightning from 
Heaven melts the Sword, hut doth no 
Harm to the Scabbard; Let us in all 
our Reproots diſcover an eqnal Love to 
the Perſon, and Hatred to the Evil; ag 
equal Deſire to deſtroy the Evil, and 
fave the Perſon. Or let our Zeal againſt 


the Evil, be nothing but Love to the Per- 
lon, flaming forth and burning with a2 ' 
great, but with a Sweet and Divine i 
Force, that it may confume the Droſs, bi 
tor the Gold's ſake to which the Droſs' 15 


| cleaves. That only is a true Zeal, Which, 
like the Fire from the Golden Altar min 
gled with Incenſe, fills all round about, 

and carries up that on which it feeds as | 
a Sacrifice to Heaven, with the richeſt j 
Odours and Perfumes of a Divine Love. } 


Let us ſuffer nothing to interrupt or 
1 ſtain this Divine | Love, whoſe Reaſons | 
being altogether Divine, ought to ſubject fl 
A other Reaſons to themſelves. And 1 
„bet us always remember, how that the | 
e Meafure which we Meet to others, ſhall | 
ebe Meaſured to us again, | 
110808 - ; 


WE Ks. 
ObjeB. IV. 


But there is another. thing ſticks in 
our Stomachs, which I would allo re- 
move, and that is this, Maſt I love my 
Brother tho he be never jo unkind to me, 
and is continually doing me great Wrongs 


f 7 


aud Injuries? 


Anſw. I anſwer, particular Unkindneſſes 
and Injuries, muſt not diſſolve Brotherly 
Love among Chriſtians. Offences will 
fall out in good Men's Converſes with 

one another: But more happen than are 
deſigned; ard more are apprehended than 
are intended, or really are: And we ag- 
ravate thoſe that be, There is no good 

| Tha ſo bad to intend me ſo much Harm 
as my inordinate Self- Love makes me 
apt to conceit; but Injuries neither real 
nor Imaginary, neither ſmall, nor yet 
great, among good Men, may make em 
to diſoblige themſelves mutually, or to 
diſpenſe with their Brotherly Love. If 
Wickedneſſes and Neglects, Wrongs and 
Injuries, could have interrupted the Love 
of our Saviour, could have prevented his 
coming into the World, his coming in- 
to our Souls; he had then never viſited 
the World, or us; and he had often ta- 
ken occaſion to deſiſt from his * 


, 


and Defigns of Grace towards us: He 
had long ſince taken his Leave of us, 
never to have ſeen us more. Let us | 
then learn from hence to purſue Brother- | 
ly Love through all Diſcouragements. | 
Thy Brother never wounded 7hee, as thou g 
haſt wounded thy Saviour : Nor canſt 
thou bear ſo much from him, as He hath * 
born for thee, and from thee ; and that 1 
too ſince he united himſelf” zo thee, as thy 3 
Life and thy Bridegroom; and ſince he J 
took thee out of the Arms and En. 
braces of the Devil, into his own o: 
ſom, Bed and Throne. Let us then only 
be angry with one another for Gaar 
fake : But let us overlook conceived ' 
Injuries againſt our ſelves. And let us 
take heed we do not pretend God, when ' 
Self only is intended and concerned. 
And let us in all our Actions, leave 
room for a better Underſtanding,” Re- 
member that Anſwer of our Saviour to 
Peter. How often. maſt: my Brother offend 
me and I forgive him, muſt it be Seven 


Times ? As if that was a great Tryal, ; 
upon the Patience, Benignity and Good, } 
Nature of a Man to forgive Sven Times; 3 
sand more could not be expected from j 
che Beſt Natured Man in the World, | 
Our Saviour anſwers, I ſay anto thee, nee 
- WW 272i Seven Times only, but until Seventy 
- Times Seven. So much larger is the * 1 
8 PI 
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of Chriſt than the Heart of Man. And 
it immediately follows, Therefore is the 
Ringdom of Heaven likened, &c. as if there 
could be no mention made of Kindneſs 
and Good Nature, but he muſt take oc- 
caſiqn to ſpeak of the Goſpel, ar. 18. 21, 
Cc. Let us, I ſay, in all our Anger, leave 
room for a Pacification. How often have 
we had this Experience, that two Parties 
miſconceived, having Occaſion and Op- 
portunity given, oftentimes have given 
Satisfaction to the full to each other. 
It is never good to be quick: to appre- 
hend 1 ; nor in haſt to purſue 
1 285 There is no Harm in our great- 
eſt Sta 


y, Leiſure, and Deliberation here; 


d * 


but great danger in being too raſh, and 
in doing too much, and indeed doing 2 
thing upon an Exaſperation : And take 
it tor a {ure Rule whenever we are tranſ- 
ported, The flower our Anger is, it is ſo 
much the better for us. The Rule is to 
be flow to Anger, and not let the Sun go down 
upon our Wrath. He doth not certainly 
mean by that Expreſſion, that it is more 
wiel for us to be angry by Day than 
by Night. But the Spiritual Senſe is, ne- 
Wr let that Sun of Righteouſneſs, if we 
would have him always ſhine upon us, go 
down by our Anger upon our Brother. 
Thys,qou ke how well ecke Lov 
e, Mo Ch can happen Herein 
—_—_ ci NS a 
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one good Man ought to withdraw Bro- 
therly Love from another. This is a Du- 
ty without Limitation or Exception. I 
ſpeak now of Men that are agreed in the 
main Deſign of Religion, that theſe Men 
love one another; and fo far as they 
are agreed, converſe together as as Bre- 
thren: And wherein they differ, let 
them forbear one another, and leave it 
to God to reveal it. of 
Queſt. But you will again ask me, maſt 
we take every one for a Chriſtian upon his 
_ own Word. ow That: #9302690 
Anſw. I anſwer, yes; we muſt deal 
with him as a Chriſtian upon any true 
Expreſſion of his Hearts being with God. 
Refuſe no 'Tendency or Inclination to- 
wards God; but help it forward, and fee 
what God will bring it to 
I I anſwer again: Determine of a Chri- 
ſtian by the Main, not by the Acceſſories; 


6 not by an Opinion, bur by the Faith in 

; Chriſt, and an Heavenly: Liſe and Con- 

2 verſation; not by the Garment, but the | 
1 | Soul of Religion; not by thy own Lytencſs, = | 
„but by God's Image. Unchriſtian no Man 
op for not being of thy Party, Do not make | 


_ thoſe things Matters of Religion, which 

God hath left Matters of Liberty, Agan, 

remember that Love to all che People of 
God, is a ſpecial Character of God in Men; 

_ a powerful Expreſſion of God in them, 
2795427 1 | 1 2; Chri- } 
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Chriſtian may upon any Terms diſpenſe 
with himſelf, for afflicting and grieving 
any one of God's Children. He that leaves 
out one, hath Cauſe to fear, that he loves 
none upon a right Ground. He that hath 
not a ſecret Senſe of his Heart, going at- 
ter, and cloſing with all God's People, 
wants an evident Token of God's Love 
to himſelf; and of his own Nature being 
Rectified and made like to God. It is cer- 
tain we cannot leave out of our Aﬀecti- 
ons any one who declares himſelf to be 
our Brother in Chriſt, until our Judgments 
do refuſe him from being a Chriſtian. And 
ve muſt be able to do many things which 
are not vet done in this. Caſe, before we 
can take upon us thus to Condemn. 
Sure I am, it is a dangerous point, upon 
any grounds, to refuſe as a Chriftian, any 
one in whole Heart Chriſt is Formed. Jn 
this Caſe the true Love believeth all things, 
all the Good that. every SubjeQ, either 
Perſon or Thing, is capable of. And it is 
better to be many times Deceived here, 
than to be once Uucharitable. It is a ſad 
Miſcarriage in us to diſcountenance and 
diſcourage a Comer on. If a Man's Face 
be towards Sion guide him in the way - 
And if we will be like Chriſt, take heed 
not to break the Bruiſed Reed, nor quench 
cb Smoaking FR.. 
IJ o conclude, it is not neceſſary or poſ- 
ſible, that all good Men ſhould be * ons 


(1J).. 


Mind: But it is neceſſary that they Love 


one another. This is a Matter ot great 
Importance, and not to be diſpenced with 
upon any Pretence foever: And how 


much ſoever other things may deſerve 


Our Zeal, yet Brotherly Love and Charity, 


mutual Forgiveneſs, and the Gentleneſs 


of Chriſtian Conyerſation, are the great- 
eſt things reſpecting one another, and ſuch 
as all other things are to give place to. 


We are bid indeed to contend earneſtly 
for the Faith; but above all things we 


are alſo faid to put on Charity, which is 
the Band of Perfection, and which never 


faileth and paſſeth away. 


Io prevent all Miſtakes give me leave 
to cloſe what I have faid upon this Ar- 


 gument with a few Cautions* 


In the fir/t place: Let no Man take oc» 


caſion from what hath been aſſerted, to 


think it is a light Matter what Opinion we 


hold, whether true or falſe : For there is 
great Danger in Erroneous Opinions, and 


it is fit Men ſhould be very Chary about 
Truth. For Truth is the Food of Souls, 


and Error their 15 And every Man 


looks well to what he Eats. Truth or Falſ- 
hood are things immediate to the Health 


or Sickneſs of our Souls: And therefore we 
mult fee with our own Eyes, underſtand 
for our ſelves, and take nothing careleſly 
and upon Truit. Why ſhould not there 


be an equal Care to preſerve the Mind 


from Falſhood, as well as the Converſa- 
tion from Miſcarriages ? For a Lie in the 
Vaderftanding, is no leſs a Blot, than a 
Spot in the Converſation. Doth that 
which darkens the Mind do us leſs preju- 
dice, than that which diſgraces the Per- 
fon, and deforms an Act? Doth not Error 
in Judgment ſo deform the Top of the 
Soul? Is not the Underſtanding the lead- 
ing part of it? He that entertains Error 
defies. the pureſt part of his Mind, and 
blizds his own Guide, Nothing can be 
right, when the Underſtanding is falſe. 
It is better the Underſtanding ſhould con- 
tinue a Ræſa I abuia, a blank, a fair Sheet 
of Fa per, tian be ſcribbled upon, blot- 
ted or blurr'd with Lies. For Iatus e. 
iſteus prohibet alienum, what is within al- 
ready, forbids what would enter. You 
may. {ooner inform and teach Ignorance, 
than, reform and unteach Error. It is 
eaſier to Fill than to Empty. It is hard 
to diſlodge Poſſeſſion. Air void of Light, 


* 


partakes of it in a moment: But the Earth 


| Wards, and to beware of thoſe that creep 
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into Houſes to beguile unſtable Souls. And 
in Gal. 5.20. Hereſies are reckoned among 
the Works: of the Heſb. Error is a; vety 
infecting thing, and paſſeth like TT 
from one-to another. Men are eaſily caug} 
here; but ' hardly reſtored. 2 Iim. 1. 7. 
The Spirit of the Goſpel is called the rr 
rit of a Sound Mind. After all this, let no 
Man think that Error in Judgment is a 
flight ching. Falfhood and Lies are Mea 

the Soul will never be able to digeſf. 
Truth is its Food, All Error is in prejydre 


cium Anime, to the Wrong ot the Soul, ane 


ſome are in perniciem, to the Ruin of it. 
That only can be ſaid of Error, which is 
of Sin in Lite, 1 John 2. 1. If any Man Sin, 
we have an Advocate, viz, not that we may 
Sin. No Man takes Poiſon becauſe he 
hath an Antidote; but that we may be 
delivered from Sin, and all the ill Conſe- 
quences of it. 7 1 
Again, I have not in my arguing for 
a Mutual Forbearance, Cc. been pleading 
for Scepticiſm, nor an Indifferency of Opi- 


nion and Practice in Religion: As if it 


were no matter What we believe, or What 
we profeſs; how we conform to any Par- 
ty or Sect, or how we differ from them. 
I intend in nothing I have ſaid, to coun- 
tenance a Mantonneſs of Opinions in things 
of Religion, any more than a Bitterneſs of 
Syirit. Nor do I deſign in what I have 
diſcourſed to perplex your Minds, and 
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make them Irreſolute, Remiſs, and Neg- 
ligent in Matters of Religion. No, I have 
not been pleading ſor Scepticiſm, but a- 
gainſt Dog matical Reſoluteneſs and Impa- 
tience towards others that diſagree. Be 
as poſitive as thou wilt in thy om Noti- 
ons, provided thou doſt not impoſe them 
upon thy Brethren. I do not underſtand 
Solon's Law, which in Factions compell'd 
every particular Perſon to be of one {ide 
or other: For as there are ſome Cauſes 
in which I would be aſhamed of the Ca- 
lumny of Neutrality; ſo there are others 
in which I think it is better to have 
Knowledge than Opinion, and Indifferen- 
cy than bitter Zeal. Nor am I pleading 
for an Opinion and Practice in Matters of 
R. ion, but quite the contrary. I would. 
not have great Vital and Fundamental 
Truths, juſtled out by Leffer. I would 
have mutual Permiſſion in things Unde- 
termined and Unneceſſary. And I would 
not have Men make more Neceſſaries 
than God hath made. It is true, as he ſaid, 
nihil minimum in Religione, there is no- 
thing little in Religion. Yet our Saviour 
diſtinguiſhes between Tith of Mint, Annis 


And Cummin, and the Great things of the 
Law. And the Apoſtolical Council be- | 
tween Neceſſary and Unneceſſary, Acts 15.28. 
And St Paul between Meats, and Drinks, and 
the Kyngdom of God, which conſiſts in Righ- 
 teonſneſs, Peace and Joy in the DWP 
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1 would not have the Great and Eternal 


Truths and Duties of the Goſpel ſubjected 
to things Indifferent; or that concern on- 
ly External Polity and Government of the 
Church; forgetting the antient and true 


Bounds of Unity, viz. One Gd, one Lord, 
one Spirit, one Faith, &c. not one Opinion, 
not one Ceremony, noi one Form. I would 


not have Men call all Opinion by the 


Name of Religion, nor give to all their 


own Fancies the Title of Faith; nor would 


T have a Man's Head cut off (as one 
ſpeaks) becauic he hath a Wart upon his 


Cheek, or ſome Lines in his Face to di- 


ſtinguiſn him from me. I would not 


have conceit in Religion more eagerly 
purſued than known undoubted Truths. 
Had we fewer Fancies of our own Reli- 


pion, and fewer falſe Glaſſes, we ſhould 


e muck better Natured one to another. 


For it is true, that Mens Opinions are too 
generally their own Creatures; and this 


makes them ſo fond of them, and fo an- 


gry with them that oppoſe them. 
Again, I do not think it is all one what 


a Man thinks or believes. W 4 two. 
eget one 


old Miſtakes, and they mutually 
another: One'faith, it is no Matter how 
Men Live, ſo they do but Believe aright, 


and are ſound and Orthodox in the Faith: 
The other, it is no matter how a Man 


the ug ſo he Lives well, Tho I think 


the Firſt the moſt dangerous, yet I like 


_ 
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neither of them. It is the double Policy 
of the Spiritual Enemy. Either to coun- 
terfeit Holineſs of Life, to eſtabliſh and 


authorize Error : Or by Corruption of 


Manners ro diſcredit Truth, and to draw 


into queſtion things Lawful. When the 
Devil hath fitted himſelf with an Inſtru- 
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Overcome ay Differing Brother by the 
Strength of thy Argument, by the Holi- 
neſs and Sweetneſs of thy Life, by the 
Word of God and Prayer: But never ex- 
pect to bring him to underſtand ' thy 
Mind by knocking out his Brains. Be as 
Zealous as thou wilt for what thou calleſt 
Truth: But take heed how thou putteſt 
the Authority and Stamp of God upon 
thy own Opinions, and how in contend- 
ing tor them, thou letteſt go Brotherly 
Love. „ * 
Nor am I again in this Diſcourſe plead- 
ing for an Indifference of Form, and ma- 
king all alike. I grant ſome to be parer 
than others: and I believe it the Duty of | 
every Chriſtian to follow after the belt. 
But I ſhew, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, a more 
excellent Way, than that of any Form; 
and that is Love. I am not pouring out 
any. Contempt upon the outward Forms | 
of Religion, provided we are in a right 
ane e to them. I am not a- 
gainſt Chriſtians Gathering and Imbody- 
ing. I think it is their Duty ſo to do; 
but provided ſtill it is not to this Opinion, 
or Form, but to Chriſt: As good old Ja 
cob, Gen. 49. 10. unto him ſhall the Ga- 
thering of the People be. All gathering to- 
gether, and not to him, will, inſtead of 
Unity and Beauty, bring forth Diviſion, 
_ Breaches and Deformity. I am not a- 
gainſt good Men's particular ns in 
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their ſeveral Forms and Ways of Wor- 
ſhip; ſo they be not to the Prejudice of 
an Univerſal Charity, and excluſive of any 
truly ſincerely good Chriſtian, ſo far as 
we are agreed one with another. It is 
not neceſſary that all good Men ſhould 
be of a particular Church; nor is it poſſi- 
ble: But I would have no Meaſure of 
Union and Communion, among Good 
Men fixed, that ſhall exclude any Good 
Man. And give me leave to ſay it, this 
is a Principle will walk throughout the 
World, and be Viaor.ous when all our 
Names and Diſtinctions are vaniſhed and 
I Qam not againſt theſe things, provided 
the Way of Chriſt's Future Coming be 
kept open: Provided we do not hinder 
Growth, and make our Forms and Ad- 
miniſtrations, an Univerſal Rule to all 
Meaſures, and Statures. Forms of Reli- 
gion are to be as Midwives to the Spiri- 
tual Births ; but when they Strangle the 
 Male-Children, they become Ag yptians. 
Provided again we are in the Power, For I y 
there is nothing more dangerous than an 
Tmitation of the beſt things, Provided a- 
Nich we do not think our ſelves Full and 
Kich, and wanting nothing in theſe things, 
ͤ;́— Hara 
Again, I deſign not by any thing J have 
ſaid upon this Argument, to give Chriſti- 
ans leave to Profeſs and Practiſe any thing 
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outwardly in Religion, though it be con- 
trary to their own Inward Senſe. This 
is a Compliance beyond all the Kindneſs 
I have been contending for among Bre- 
thren, how large ſo ever my Charity is to 
all that differ from me. God hath not 
allowed me to touch, or taſte, or handle, 
where I have not been fully ſatisfied in my 
own Conſcience; I do not think they de- 
ſerve the Name of Latitudinarians that can 
comply with every thing that is upper. 
moſt in Religion: But they who ſtrictly 
walk with God, and ſerve him accordi 
to their own Faith and Conſcience ; 25 
give the ſame Liberty to all that differ 
from them. I would have Men do no-— 
thing in Religion upon Compliment, or 
Force. I would have 20 Man's Opinion, 
as one ſaith, another Man's Rule, or his omn 
= Snare: But that we ſhould all uſe one ano- 
der ſo Charitably, that no Man be tempt- 
ed to Hypocriſy; nor his Sincerity ren- 
dred troubleſome or unſafe to himſelf. 
Nothing that I have ſaid, muſt be ex- 
tended to countenance any of theſe things. 
we have betrayed the World to a fooliſh 
Charity, in counting all Chriſtians that 
ive within Chriſtendom, as we call it; and 
we muſt not ſooth Men up in their 
fond Conceit they have gotten ; for Anti- 
chriſt under a Pretence of Chriſt is ſpread 
over the Chriſtian World, and every Re- 
formation hitherto hath left W 
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Him behind. We are to be faithful in this 
Caſe, and to keep our ſelves unſpotted 


from the World. And if we find no Stir- 
ring, no Breathing of the Lite of Chriſt in 


our Neighbour, we are to witneſs againſt 
ſuch a State, and not to let him lie dying 
by us, whilſt he lives only in a Imaginary 
Paradiſe, and Dreams of Heaven. It you 


ſaw one walking in his Sleep to a 7 2 


Tous Place, a Precipice, would you ſuffer 


kim to go on and break his Neck, and not 
preſerve him? The beſt Service we can do 


to Natural Men is to awzkez them, and 
this we are to endeavour, or we have no 
Charity in us. f 


It is not Agreement in a Form I have 
been pleading for; but an Unity of Spirit, 


Life and Power: And we are with all 
Love and Tenderneſs to bear Witneſs a- 
gainſt the Religion of this World, as well 
as the Profaueneſs of it. And altho here- 
by we'enrage Carnal and Formal Profeſ- 


ſors againſt us; yet it will be well for Re- 
ligion to do it: For it never thrives well, 
When the World can bear it; and that 1s 


no Reformation in which the World and 
Saints can cloſe. But that which my Dif 
courſe hath tended to,is this: That where 


the Caſe is laid between Good Men, agre- 
ed in the main Deſign of Religion, and dif- 
fering in ſome particulars, theils are to over- 
look each others Differences, and to Unite 
as much as can be. But for others who 


walk 


e 
as the Apoſtle ſptaks, Phil. 3. 18, 19. as 
Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, whoſe God is 
their Blley, and whoſe Glory is their Shame, 
and who mind Earthly things. Who have 4 
Form of Godlineſs but deny the Power, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Tim. 3.5. Who turn the 
Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs, Jude 4. 
From ſuch turn away, and have no Fellowſhip 
with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, but 
rather reprove them. For what Fellowſhip hath 
Righteouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs, and what 
Communion hath Light with Darkneſs? 
When Light and Darkneſs meet, Twilight 
ſhakes Hands with them both. But as for 
all that are agreed in the main Deſign of 
Religion, thoſe. ought to hold together. 
And there is nothing extraordinarily ſaid, 
but what every Good Man, without Pre- 
ſumption, may Demand of all his Fellow- 
Chriſtians whatſoever. To admit him to 
all Acts of Chriſtian Communion ſo far 
as they are agreed ; for one Chriſtian to 
ſ lay give me thy Advice, admit me to.a 
+ = Fellowſhip in all Matters of Religion, ſo 
, far as we have attained; pray for me, prag 
with me, let me ſee with thy Eyes, let me 
nd have thy Hand, thy Strength, thy Expe- 
rience to help me, lend me thy Counſe 
and thy Purſe too, if there be need on one 
ſide, and Capacity on the other. This is 
no more than for one Chriſtian to ſay to 
another pay me my due, -be a Chriſtian 
to me, And Idare boldly fay it, a Man, 
N n 


* 6 — — — © I ns if P 
55 * 
s * 7 
. * ; 
L p þ I © 
. 2 4 * 1 \ » - 
= x — þ 
$1 ; 
pt ES | | TY 25 
; | N 1 
” * 1 88 y 52 * : 
* 4 * — . * 
— 9 *. 5 5 * 


as a Man, hath not more right to the 
Common Air, than every true Chriſtian 
bath to demand all this of every other 
_ "Theſe are Jura Chriſtianorum, the Chriſti- 
ans Rights; and whereſoever the Hardneſs 
of thy Heart hath ſhut thy poor Brother 
out of thy Purſe, and thou makeſt a Shift 
to find Excuſes for that, ſure I am thou 
haſt no reaſon to exclude lum out of thy 
Soul, out of thy Spiritual Liſe and the Ex- 
perience of it. I dare boldly ſay, a Man, as 
4 Man, hath not more Right to breathe in 
the Common Air, than a Chriſtian hath to 
require this of any Chriſtian. And it is not 
in the Power of any Good Man, fo to cloi- 
ſter up and Sequeſter himſelf; but if any 
Man come from the Eaſt or Welt, he is to 
give him all this. By the Charter which all 
good Men hold, he is to ha ve all this. And 
à Man hath no more Power, Authority and 
Right to hinder this, than he hath to in- 
tercept the Light of the San from him, and 
fay it ſhall not ſhine upon ſuch a Man. 
And one good Man may as reaſonably 
demand this of any Good, Man, as one 
Man may big another ſtand out of his 
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